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FAXED: NOVEMBER 24, 2004



November 24, 2004

Ms. Karen Hackett
Eastern Municipal Water District
Engineering Services
P.O. Box 8300

2270 Trumble Road
Perris, CA 92570
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Perris Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility Tertiary/Plant 3 Expansion in Perris – Eastern Municipal Water District
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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November 24, 2004
Environmental Compliance Analyst
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Perris Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility Tertiary/Plant 3 Expansion in Perris – Eastern Municipal Water District
1. In Section III. Air Quality (a-e) in the footnotes to Table III-1 (Grading Emissions); Table III-2 (Facility Construction Emissions); and Table III-3 (Structure Construction Emissions) on pages 10 and 11 of the initial study, the agency based its conclusion that construction air quality impacts from grading would be insignificant by using the emission factors from Tables A9-5-J-8 and A9-5-K-8 of the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook). The SCAQMD no longer supports the use of the EMFAC7EP emission factors from these tables because these emission factors are obsolete and more current emission factors are available. Therefore. The lead agency should revise the on-road mobile source emission estimates using the current CARB EMFAC2002 Model, which can be accessed at the following website: http://www.arb.ca.gov/msei/msei.htm .
In addition, the lead agency should provide documentation to support the ten percent reduction in NOx emissions noted in the footnotes in Tables III-1 thru III-3 for low emission tune-ups for construction equipment. Otherwise, a five percent reduction is more appropriate control efficiency.

2. In the Draft MND, the lead agency estimated off-road construction equipment air quality impacts using Table A9-8-A from the Handbook but did not include supporting information, i.e. the emission factors, equations, etc. from the Handbook in the Draft MND. This information should be included in the Final MND. For future reference, supporting information such as emission factors, equations, assumptions, etc., used to estimate these emissions, should be included in the draft CEQA document so results can be reproduced for the public.
3. In the Final MND, the lead agency should also quantify and include the operational project emission impacts to reflect the additions to the proposed project (pumps, aeration system, etc.) to demonstrate that the operational impacts would be less than significant. Simply saying that operational impacts will comply with SCAQMD rules and regulations does not provide full disclosure of impacts to the public. Further, the SCAQMD, as a responsible agency, will use the MND as part of the process to deem permit applications complete. Without quantitative air quality information for stationary equipment subject to SCAQMD permitting requirements, the CEQA document may not be sufficient for SCAQMD permitting purposes. For questions related to SCAQMD permit requirements and estimating operational impacts from the proposed operating equipment, the lead agency can obtain assistance from SCAQMD engineering staff at (909) 396-2259.
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