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October 19, 2004

Mr. Michael Goodson, AICP

Director of Planning & Redevelopment

City of Hawthorne

4455 West 126th Street

Hawthorne, CA 90250

Dear Mr. Goodson:

Negative Declaration for CUP No. 2004CU06: Gas Station and Car Wash at 

4773 El Segundo Boulevard, Hawthorne

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Negative Declaration.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Susan Nakamura

Planning and Rules Manager

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SN: CB

LAC041005-03

Control Number

Negative Declaration (ND) for CUP No. 2004CU06: Gas Station & Car wash at 4773 El Segundo Boulevard, Hawthorne

Project Construction Emissions:  
The proposed project involves the demolition of an existing gas station and the construction of a new gas station with an auto repair shop, car wash and a retail store.  The lead agency, on page 6 of the checklist, admits that the proposed facility “will increase average daily trips from the current trip rates” since new facilities are being added to the current uses.  However, the ND provides no data by which to evaluate the air quality impacts of the construction of the proposed facilities, as well as the increased emissions from the additional vehicle trips that will be attracted to the new and increased facilities at buildout.  CEQA Guidelines Section 15147 requires lead agencies to provide summarized technical data and other relevant information “sufficient to permit full assessment of significant environmental impacts by reviewing agencies and members of the public”.  The Checklist does not provide any data or analysis to demonstrate that the proposed construction emissions will not be significant.  The lead agency simply states on page 6 of the ND that, the project’s “impact will be less than significant”.  
Please note that without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from construction using the calculation methodologies in the 1993 SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s construction air quality impacts will not be significant.   Alternatively, the lead agency may consider using California Air Resources Board (CARB) computer model URBEMIS 2002 to estimate the project’s construction emissions.  The model can be obtained at the SCAQMD website: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/modeling/html.   

If quantification of emissions reveals that the project’s construction emissions exceed the established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be required by the lead agency to reduce those emissions to less than significance.  The following measures are recommended for consideration by the lead agency to reduce construction emissions:

· Water active grading sites, unpaved roads or surfaces at least twice daily.

· Enclose, cover or apply soil binders to exposed piles of gravel or sand.

· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.

· Sweep nearby or adjacent streets at the end of the day if visible soil material is carried over from construction site.

· Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit unpaved roads onto paved roads, or wash off tires of vehicles and any equipment leaving construction site.

· Suspend all grading and excavating operations when wind speeds exceed 25 mph.

· Maintain equipment and vehicle engines in good condition and in proper tune as per manufacturer’s specifications.

· Use alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural gas-powered construction equipment with oxidation catalysts instead of diesel-powered engines, or if diesel equipment has to be used, use particulate filters, oxidation catalysts and low-sulfur diesel, as defined in SCAQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., diesel with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.

· Use electricity from power poles instead of temporary diesel- or gasoline-powered generators. 
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