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October 15, 2004

W. Ono Ujor, City Planner
Community Redevelopment Agency

Of the City of Los Angeles
354 South Spring Street, Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Dear Mr. Ujor:
Draft Environmental Impact Report for 4th Street and Main Street Mixed-Use Development (The Medallion)
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact me at (909) 396-3105, if you have any questions regarding these comments.






Sincerely,






Susan Nakamura






Planning & Rules Manager






Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
SN
LAC040909-01
Control Number
1. The list of anticipated construction equipment in Table 3A-3 indicates that there would be two rubber-tired loaders during the demolition and preliminary site grading phase of the project.  However, on page 5 and 10 of Appendix B, it appears for this phase of the construction only one rubber tired loader was accounted for.  In the Final EIR, the SCAQMD staff recommends that the lead agency address this inconsistency and revise construction emissions, if necessary.

2. The air quality analysis assumes that there would be a total of 960 vehicle miles traveled during Phase 2 of the project to remove soil from the construction site.  On page 3F-11 of the Draft EIR, it states that a “maximum of 97 trucks would cycle in and out of the site.”  Based on these two estimates, heavy duty haul trucks would be traveling 10 miles per day to and from the project site.  The SCAQMD staff is concerned that the 10 miles per day estimate per haul truck or total estimate of 960 miles travel per day may be underestimate emissions from haul trucks.  The SCAQMD staff suggests that the lead agency review this assumption to ensure that the miles traveled include the round trip distance between the project site and the delivery endpoint to haul the assumed 194,500 cubic yards of soil.  

In addition, page 3F-10 of the Draft EIR indicates that soil removal would occur over the first two phases of construction.  The air quality analysis indicates that soil removal would occur only in the second phase of construction.  The SCAQMD staff suggests that in the Final EIR that this inconsistency be addressed.

3. There appears to be an inconsistency between the worst-case estimate for vehicle trips used in the air quality and traffic analysis.  Page 3A-14 of the Draft EIR states, “under worst-case design-year with-project conditions, the proposed project is estimate to generate approximately 7,185 trips per day,”  However, Page 3F-17 of the Draft EIR states, “…it is projected that the project would generate approximately 7,950 net external daily trips…”  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) staff believes that the number of trips assumed in the air quality and traffic analyses should be consistent, as the number of vehicle trips are directly related to the vehicle emissions and traffic congestion.  The SCAQMD staff suggests that the lead agency corrects this inconsistency in the Final EIR.
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