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FAXED: OCTOBER 22, 2004


October 22, 2004

Ms. Lori Lamson, Senior Planner

Community Development Department, Planning Division
City of Loma Linda

25541 Barton Road

Loma Linda, CA 92354

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed University Village/Orchard Park Project Specific Plans – City of Loma Linda

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Susan Nakamura




Planning & Rules Manager




Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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October 22, 2004
Senior Planner
Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed University Village/Orchard Park Project Specific Plans – City of Loma Linda
1. Because the short-term (construction) air quality impacts from the proposed project are estimated to exceed established daily significance thresholds for Reactive Organic Gases (ROG), Nitrogen Oxide (NOx), Carbon Monoxide (CO), and Particulate Matter (PM10), the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency consider modifying the following mitigation measures and adding additional mitigation measures to further reduce construction air quality impacts from the project, if applicable and feasible:

ROG
Recommended Addition:

· Use low VOC coatings and solvents.

PM10

Recommended Changes:
· Streets adjacent to the project reach will be swept as needed at least daily to remove silt that may have accumulated from construction activities so as to prevent excessive amounts of dust (recommend water sweepers with reclaimed water).
· All clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation activities will cease during periods of high winds (i.e., greater than 325 miles per hour averaged over one hour as instantaneous gusts) so as to prevent excessive amounts of dust.

· Visible dust beyond the property line emanating from the project will be prevented to the maximum extent feasible in accordance with SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust. The project proponent will also notify the SCAQMD by submitting Form 403N, implement of Rule 403 Table 2 and 3 control actions, and maintain records of control measures implementation, if the project meets the requirements of Rule 403 large operations.
Note: Should the proposed qualify as a large operations according to SCQMD Rule 403(c)(18), then the lead agency should contact SCAQMD engineering and compliance staff at (909) 396-2995.
Ms. Lori Lamson,
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October 22, 2004

Senior Planner

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed University Village/Orchard Park Project Specific Plans – City of Loma Linda

Recommended Additions:

· Replace ground cover in disturbed areas inactive for (the lead agency should specify a period of time, for example: ten days or more).

· Apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specifications to all inactive construction areas (previously graded areas inactive for ten days or more).

· Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit the construction site onto paved roads or wash off trucks and any equipment leaving the site each trip.

· Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activity including resolution of issues related to PM10 generation.
NOx
Recommended Additions:

· Prohibit truck idling in excess of ten minutes.

· Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference.

· Provide temporary traffic controls such as a flag person, during all phases of construction to maintain smooth traffic flow.

· Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hour to the extent practicable.

· Reroute construction trucks away from congested streets or sensitive receptor areas.

· Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

· Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel generators.

· Give preferential consideration to contractors who use clean fuel construction equipment; emulsified diesel fuels; construction equipment that uses low sulfur diesel and is equipped with oxidation catalysts, particulate traps, or other retrofit technologies, etc.

Ms. Lori Lamson,
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Senior Planner

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed University Village/Orchard Park Project Specific Plans – City of Loma Linda

2. Because the long-term (operational) air quality impacts from the proposed project are estimated to exceed established daily significance thresholds for Reactive Organic Gases (ROG), Nitrogen Oxide (NOx), Carbon Monoxide (CO), and Particulate Matter (PM10), the SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency consider adding the following mitigation measures to further reduce operational air quality impacts from the project, if applicable and feasible:

NOx
Recommended Additions:

· Provide minimum buffer zone of 300 meters between truck traffic and sensitive receptors;

· Re-route truck traffic by adding direct off-ramps for the truck traffic or by restricting truck traffic on certain sensitive routes;

· Improve traffic flow by signal synchronization;

· Enforce truck parking restrictions;

· Develop park and ride programs;

· Restrict truck idling; Restrict operation to “clean” trucks;

· Electrify service equipment facility;

· Provide electrical hook-ups for trucks that need to cool their load;

· Electrify auxiliary power units;

· Use “clean” street sweepers;

· Pave road and road shoulders; 

· Provide onsite services to minimize truck traffic in or near residential areas, including, but not limited to, the following services: meal or cafeteria service, automated teller machines, etc.;

· Require or provide incentives to use low sulfur diesel fuel with particulate traps;

· Conduct air quality monitoring at sensitive receptors; and

· Alternative fueled off-road equipment.

Ms. Lori Lamson,
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October 22, 2004

Senior Planner

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed University Village/Orchard Park Project Specific Plans – City of Loma Linda

3. Under Project Objectives in Table 3-1 on page 3-13 and Tables 3-2 on page 3-25, the lead agency lists the proposed land uses, square footages, etc. for the proposed project but it is not clear in the Draft EIR if the proposed commercial uses will include uses that have toxic sources. Although operational emissions were estimated in the DEIR, the lead agency did not discuss in detail whether the potential uses would utilize toxic sources, which could require cancer risk assessment under applicable SCAQMD rules. Therefore, it is recommended that the lead agency clarify in the Final EIR whether the uses listed in the project description will have potential toxic air contaminant impacts and include a discussion about the necessity and applicability of calculating possible cancer risks. Applicable SCAQMD rules and guidelines include SCAQMD Rules 1401 and 212 (Risk Assessment Procedures) and the methodology for estimating cancer risks from mobile sources entitled Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risks from Mobile Source Diesel Emissions.
Rule 1401 and 202 Risk Assessment Procedures can be obtained by contacting the SCAQMD Subscription Services at (909) 396-3720 and the Health Risk Assessment Guidelines document can be downloaded from the AQMD’s CEQA web pages at the following URL: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/diesel_analysis.doc .

4. In the Final EIR, the lead agency should site compliance with SQAQMD Rule 402- Nuisance.
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