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October 15, 2004

Mr. Dan Feger, P.E.

Deputy Executive Director

Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority

2627 Hollywood Way

Building # 9, Room 210

Burbank, CA 91505

Dear Mr. Feger:

Mitigated Negative Declaration for Bob Hope Airport Development Agreement

And Related Actions

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the final Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration.  The SCAQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Susan Nakamura

Planning and Rules Manager

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SN: CB

LAC040929-01
Control Number

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for Bob Hope Airport Development
Agreement and Related Actions

1.
Project Construction Emissions:  
The proposed project involves the acquisition and grading of up to 26.46 acres of land and the development of new structures.  The proposed developments include the construction of a 3,200 square-foot valet parking plaza and building, a 10,200 square-foot rental car center customer building, structured rental car parking facilities, construction of an underpass, self-parking facilities, the realignment of the Terminal Loop Roadway and the completion of Taxiway D.  The MND analyzes the operational air quality impacts that would result from the proposed developments, relating specifically to the changes in location of valet parking, employee and passenger parking and the rental car center.  
The MND, however, provides no data by which to evaluate the air quality impacts of the construction of the proposed facilities.  CEQA Guidelines Section 15147 requires lead agencies to provide summarized technical data and other relevant information “sufficient to permit full assessment of significant environmental impacts by reviewing agencies and members of the public”.  The Checklist does not provide any data or analysis to demonstrate that the proposed construction emissions will not be significant.  The lead agency simply states on page 23 of the MND that, “construction activities would result in temporary increases in criteria emissions”, but that these activities “would not result in a significant temporary increase in NOX, HC or CO emissions”.  Please note that without providing a quantitative analysis of potential emissions from construction using the calculation methodologies in the 1993 SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) or other approved methodologies, the lead agency has not demonstrated that the project’s construction air quality impacts will not be significant.   Alternatively, the lead agency may consider using California Air Resources Board (CARB) computer model URBEMIS 2002 to estimate the project’s construction emissions.  The model can be obtained at the SCAQMD website: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/modeling/html.  
If quantification of emissions reveals that the project’s construction emissions exceed the established significance thresholds, then mitigation measures must be required by the lead agency to reduce those emissions to less than significance.  The following measures are recommended for consideration by the lead agency to reduce construction emissions:

· Water active grading sites, unpaved roads or surfaces at least twice daily.

· Enclose, cover or apply soil binders to exposed piles of gravel or sand.

· Trucks hauling dirt, sand, gravel or soil are to be covered in accordance with Section 23114 of the California Vehicle Code.
· Sweep nearby or adjacent streets at the end of the day if visible soil material is carried over from construction site.

· Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit unpaved roads onto paved roads, or wash off tires of vehicles and any equipment leaving construction site.

· Suspend all grading and excavating operations when wind speeds exceed 25 mph.

· Maintain equipment and vehicle engines in good condition and in proper tune as per manufacturer’s specifications.

· Use alternative clean fuel such as compressed natural gas-powered construction equipment with oxidation catalysts instead of diesel-powered engines, or if diesel equipment has to be used, use particulate filters, oxidation catalysts and low-sulfur diesel, as defined in SCAQMD Rule 431.2, i.e., diesel with less than 15 ppm sulfur content.

· Use electricity from power poles instead of temporary diesel- or gasoline-powered generators. 

2.
Diesel Emissions:
The lead agency states on page 21 of the MND that with the development of the rental car center on the A-1 North Property, shuttle buses would be used to transport passengers between the terminal building and the rental car center.  The lead agency proposes to use 40-foot diesel buses for these shuttles.  The lead agency is reminded that CARB has designated diesel particulates as a carcinogen since 1998.  The SCAQMD recommends that the lead agency perform an air toxics health risk analysis to estimate the cancer risk from using these diesel-fueled buses.  The SCAQMD has prepared interim guidance for preparing such an analysis.  This interim guidance can be accessed at the SCAQMD website: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/html under Health Risk Assessment Guidance.   The SCAQMD recommends the use of non-diesel, cleaner burning shuttle buses to mitigate potential health risks from diesel particulate.
In addition, the lead agency should also clarify that with the implementation of the proposed project, the heavy-duty fleet would be in compliance with the SCAQMD Rules 1194 – Commercial Airport Ground Access and 1196 – Clean On-Road Heavy-Duty Public Fleet Vehicles.
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