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January 6, 2005
Ms. Cheryl Kitzerow, Associate Planner
City of Temecula
Planning Department
P.O. Box 9033
Temecula, CA 92589-9033
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Two Multi-Tenant CBC Remington Industrial Center on 8.5-acres – City of Temecula
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The SCAQMD also wishes to thank the lead agency for the additional time to provide comments for the proposed project.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD staff would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Air Quality Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section





Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment

SS:GM

RVC041214-03
Control Number

Ms. Cheryl Kitzerow



-1-


January 6, 2005
Associate Planner
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Two Multi-Tenant CBC Remington Industrial Center on 8.5-acres – City of Temecula
1. In the Draft Mitigated Declaration (Draft MND) in Section 3. Air Quality, Section 7, Section 15. Transportation, and other sections, the lead agency refers to conclusions regarding construction and operational emissions, traffic impacts, etc. from the previously prepared Final EIR for the City of Temecula General Plan, certified in July 1993 (the date of the Final EIR was confirmed by telephone by the lead agency and SCAQMD staff). The SCAQMD understands that CEQA Guidelines §15150 allows a lead agency to incorporate into their document information from another document, but CEQA Guidelines §15150(c) also requires a summary of the information from the referenced document.
It is not clear, however, from the discussion in the Draft MND, whether the 1993 Final EIR for the City’s General Plan specifically analyzed the construction and operational air quality impacts of the proposed two multi-tenant industrial buildings totaling 128,933 square feet on the 8.5-acre industrial property. If this specific project was analyzed in the 1993 Final EIR, the lead agency should have included quantitative results of the construction and operational analysis of the referenced Final EIR. Without this quantitative information, the lead agency has not demonstrated that air quality impacts from this project are insignificant.
Even if this specific project was analyzed in the 1993 Final EIR, that information is out of date because subsequent to 1993 the EMFAC on-road mobile source emission factors model developed by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has been substantially revised. The most recent upgrade substantially increased the on-road mobile source emission factors so it is likely that mobile source emissions from the 1993 Final EIR for the General Plan are underestimated. Therefore, the lead agency should quantitatively reanalyze construction and operation impacts from the proposed project. Until this is done, the lead agency has not demonstrated that air quality impacts are not significant.
In order to evaluate the proposed project’s construction and operation emission impacts, the lead agency can utilize the current CARB URBEMIS 2002 emissions model. This model uses on-road mobile source emission factors from the EMFAC 2002 model, which is the most current model approved for use by CARB. This model can be accessed at http://www.arb.ca.gov/planning/urbemis/urbemis2002/urbemis2002.htm . Alternatively, the lead agency could use the calculation methodologies in Chapter 9 and the Appendix to Chapter 9 in the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

Ms. Cheryl Kitzerow
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January 6, 2005
Associate Planner
Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Proposed Two Multi-Tenant CBC Remington Industrial Center on 8.5-acres – City of Temecula
In the Final MND, please provide a summary or table showing the projected emissions and supporting documentation, including the assumptions, methodologies, equations, emission factors or output sheets from any modeling performed and any changes to the model inputs.
2. In Section 15, the lead agency indicates that the proposed project will increase vehicle trips on adjacent streets. The number of vehicle trips, however, is not quantified. Further, the there is no indication of whether or not the increased number of vehicle trips will include trips by heavy-duty diesel trucks transporting materials to and from the proposed industrial development. This information is important for two reasons. First, vehicle trip emissions contribute to air quality impacts from the proposed project. Second, the California Air Resources Board has classified the particulate portion of diesel exhaust emissions as carcinogenic. If there is a substantial increase in the number of heavy-duty diesel truck trips, an air toxics health risk analysis may be warranted.

The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for estimating cancer risks from mobile sources in a document entitled Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risks from Mobile Source Diesel Emissions. This document can be downloaded from the AQMD’s CEQA web pages at the following URL: http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/diesel_analysis.doc  
_1127115454.doc
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