South Coast
Air Quality Management District

m 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2006 www.agmd.gov

July 14, 2005

Mr. Michael Martin

Director, Development Services Dept.
City of Alhambra

111 South First Street

Alhambra, CA 91801

Dear Mr. Martin:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for
Alhambra West Main Street Corridor Master Plan

The South Coast Air Quality Management District f{&&IBD) appreciates the opportunity to comment
on the above-mentioned document. The SCAQMD'’s cenimare recommendations regarding the
analysis of potential air quality impacts from fireposed project that should be included in thetDra
Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Please sendStBAQMD a copy of the Draft EIR upon its
completion. In addition, please send with the DEAR all appendices or technical documents reltaded
the air quality analysis and electronic versionalb&ir quality modeling and health risk assesdrfirs.

Air Quality Analysis

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental @@iyaAct (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993
to assist other public agencies with the prepanaifair quality analyses. The SCAQMD recommends
that the Lead Agency use this Handbook as guidahes preparing its air quality analysis. Copies of
the Handbook are available from the SCAQMD’s Supsion Services Department by calling (909) 396-
3720. Alternatively, lead agency may wish to cdasusing the California Air Resources Board (CARB)
approved URBEMIS 2002 Model. This model is avdéain the CARB Website atrww.arb.ca.gov

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adeeaair quality impacts that could occur from all
phases of the project and all air pollutant sourekded to the project. Air quality impacts frdmoth
construction and operations should be calcula@uhstruction-related air quality impacts typically
include, but are not limited to, emissions from tise of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-
loading/unloading, paving, architectural coatingf§;road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty consibuact
equipment) and on-road mobile sources (e.g., aactgin worker vehicle trips, material transpomps.
Operation-related air quality impacts may incluuolgt, are not limited to, emissions from stationary
sources (e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., dshear coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., ot @ffrroad
tailpipe emissions and entrained dust). Air gyafitpacts from indirect sources, that is, sourbes t
generate or attract vehicular trips should be ihetlin the analysis.

Consistent with the SCAQMD’s environmental justizéghancement -4, in October 2003, the SCAQMD
Governing Board adopted a methodology for calaudgkbcalized air quality impacts and localized
significance thresholds (LSTs). LST's can be useatldition to the recommended regional signifieanc
thresholds as a second indication of air qualitgants when preparing a CEQA document. Therefore,
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when preparing the air quality analysis for thepmsed project, it is recommended that the lead@gen
perform a localized significance analysis by eitiiging the LSTs developed by the SCAQMD or
performing dispersion modeling as necessary. @aielfor performing a localized air quality analysis
can be found dtttp://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/LST/LST.html

It is recommended that lead agencies for projesteiating or attracting vehicular trips, especially
heavy-duty diesel-fueled vehicles, perform a mobderce health risk assessment. Guidance for
performing a mobile source health risk assessmikleia{th Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing
Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel Idling Emiss for CEQA Air Quality Analysis”) can be found
on the SCAQMD’s CEQA webpages at the following intt address:
http://www.agmd.gov/cega/handbook/mobile_toxic/nekioxic.html An analysis of all toxic air
contaminant impacts due to the decommissioningerafi equipment potentially generating such air
pollutants should also be included.

Mitigation M easur es

In the event that the project generates signifieanerse air quality impacts, CEQA requires thiat al
feasible mitigation measures that go beyond whagdaired by law be utilized during project
construction and operation to minimize or eliminsigmificant adverse air quality impacts. To adie
Lead Agency with identifying possible mitigation aseires for the project, please refer to Chapterf 11
the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook for sample airality mitigation measures. Additionally,
SCAQMD’s Rule 403 - Fugitive Dust, and the Impleta¢ion Handbook contain nhumerous measures
for controlling construction-related emissions thlabuld be considered for use as CEQA mitigatiorotf
otherwise required. Other measures to reducaialitg impacts from land use projects can be foiand
the SCAQMD'’s Guidance Document for Addressing Aira@ty Issues in General Plans and Local
Planning. This document can be found at the fatigvinternet address:
http://www.agmd.govlej/aq_planning.htnPursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 Y@jlany
impacts resulting from mitigation measures must ks discussed.

Data Sour ces

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports aathdare available by calling the SCAQMD'’s Public
Information Center at (909) 396-2039. Much of ithfermation available through the Public Informatio
Center is also available via the SCAQMD’s World &/M/eb Homepagé(tp://www.agmd.goy.

The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agenty ensure that project-related emissions are
accurately identified, categorized, and evaluateldase call Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality
Specialist, CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if yare any questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
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