NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
County Clerk, Cindy Kohler
County of Riverside
2724 Gateway Drive
Riverside, CA 92507
	From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182

	Project Title:  Authorize the Use of Air Curtain Destructors to Assist in Mitigating a Serious Fire Hazard in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties 

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

An unprecedented, long-term drought and subsequent bark beetle infestation of millions of drought-stressed trees has lead to extensive tree mortality in huge tracks of forested land, both publicly and privately held, in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.  The acreage of dead and dying trees in both counties is currently estimated at 150,000 acres and it is growing.  Faced with a rapidly approaching fire season, this combustible fuel must be removed to avoid the possibility of an uncontrolled and devastating wildfire affecting communities such as Lake Arrowhead and Idyllwild.  Both counties have declared fire emergencies.  

Air curtain destructors appear to be the most immediate option available to safely dispose of large volumes of rapidly accumulating and unmarketable forest waste.  There are two types of air curtain destructors:  (1)  above-ground portable non-enclosed combustion devices; or (2) underground “trench pits.”  From an emissions standpoint, wildfire emissions would be substantially greater than the properly monitored operation of this equipment.  

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Agency Carrying Out Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:  Emergency Projects [CEQA Guidelines §15269(c)]

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The proposed project is exempt from CEQA because it is a specific action necessary to mitigate an emergency (e.g. a severe fire hazard in San Bernardino and Riverside counties likely to cause uncontrolled and devastating wildfires).  Further, there is a high probability of wildfires occurring because of lightning strikes, human carelessness from smoking, or improperly tended or illegal campfires.

	Certification Date:  SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing - March 7, 2003, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Ms. Kathy C. Stevens
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-3439
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

kstevens@aqmd.gov

	Project Contact Person:

Ms. Lee Lockie
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2390
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

llockie@aqmd.gov


Date Received for Filing


Signature














Steve Smith, Ph.D.









Program Supervisor, CEQA









Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
Clerk of the Board, John Ravgiala

County of San Bernardino
385 N. Arrowhead Avenue
San Bernardino, CA  92415-0130
	From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182

	Project Title:  Authorize the Use of Air Curtain Destructors to Assist in Mitigating a Serious Fire Hazard in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties 

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

An unprecedented, long-term drought and subsequent bark beetle infestation of millions of drought-stressed trees has lead to extensive tree mortality in huge tracks of forested land, both publicly and privately held, in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.  The acreage of dead and dying trees in both counties is currently estimated at 150,000 acres and it is growing.  Faced with a rapidly approaching fire season, this combustible fuel must be removed to avoid the possibility of an uncontrolled and devastating wildfire affecting communities such as Lake Arrowhead and Idyllwild.  Both counties have declared fire emergencies.  

Air curtain destructors appear to be the most immediate option available to safely dispose of large volumes of rapidly accumulating and unmarketable forest waste.  There are two types of air curtain destructors:  (1)  above-ground portable non-enclosed combustion devices; or (2) underground “trench pits.”  From an emissions standpoint, wildfire emissions would be substantially greater than the properly monitored operation of this equipment.  

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Agency Carrying Out Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:  Emergency Projects [CEQA Guidelines §15269(c)]

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The proposed project is exempt from CEQA because it is a specific action necessary to prevent an emergency (e.g. a severe fire hazard in San Bernardino and Riverside counties likely to cause uncontrolled and devastating wildfires).  Further, there is a high probability of wildfires occurring because of lightning strikes, or human carelessness from smoking, or improperly tended or illegal campfires.

	Certification Date:  SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing - March 7, 2003, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Ms. Kathy C. Stevens
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-3439
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

kstevens@aqmd.gov

	Project Contact Person:

Ms. Lee Lockie
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2390
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

llockie@aqmd.gov


Date Received for Filing


Signature














Steve Smith, Ph.D.









Program Supervisor, CEQA 









Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
County Clerks

San Bernardino and Riverside Counties
	From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182

	Project Title:  Authorize the Use of Air Curtain Destructors to Assist in Mitigating a Serious Fire Hazard in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties 

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

An unprecedented, long-term drought and subsequent bark beetle infestation of millions of drought-stressed trees has lead to extensive tree mortality in huge tracks of forested land, both publicly and privately held, in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.  The acreage of dead and dying trees in both counties is currently estimated at 150,000 acres and it is growing.  Faced with a rapidly approaching fire season, this combustible fuel must be removed to avoid the possibility of an uncontrolled and devastating wildfire affecting communities such as Lake Arrowhead and Idyllwild.  Both counties have declared fire emergencies.  

Air curtain destructors appear to be the most immediate option available to safely dispose of large volumes of rapidly accumulating and unmarketable forest waste.  There are two types of air curtain destructors:  (1)  above-ground portable non-enclosed combustion devices; or (2) underground “trench pits.”  From an emissions standpoint, wildfire emissions would be substantially greater than the properly monitored operation of this equipment.  

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Agency Carrying Out Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:  Emergency Projects [CEQA Guidelines §15269(c)]

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The proposed project is exempt from CEQA because it is a specific action necessary to prevent an emergency (e.g. a severe fire hazard in San Bernardino and Riverside counties likely to cause uncontrolled and devastating wildfires).  Further, there is a high probability of wildfires occurring because of lightening strikes, or human carelessness from smoking, or improperly tended or illegal campfires.

	Certification Date:  SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing - March 7, 2003, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Ms. Kathy C. Stevens
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-3439
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

kstevens@aqmd.gov

	Project Contact Person:

Ms. Lee Lockie
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2390
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

llockie@aqmd.gov


Date Received for Filing


Signature
SIGNED UPON CERTIFICATION









Steve Smith, Ph.D.









Program Supervisor, CEQA 









Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources
