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SUBJECT:


NOTICE OF exemption from the california environmental quality act

Project Title:

proposed rule 3503 – EMISSIONS INVENTORY AND HEALTH RISK ASSESSMENT FOR RAILYARDS
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is the Lead Agency and will prepare a Notice of Exemption (NOE) for the project identified above.  Under CEQA, the SCAQMD is the Lead Agency and has reviewed the proposed project mentioned above pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15002(k)(1).  Proposed Rule (PR) 3503 is an information-gathering rule that requires railroads to develop an emissions inventory and health risk assessment to estimate cancer risk, chronic and acute hazard indices, as well as cancer burden caused by emissions at railyards.  The information gathered by PR 3503 will then be used to determine whether to even adopt a risk reduction rule, and if so, the rule’s scope and form.  The SCAQMD believes that information to be gathered from railroads as a result of PR3503 will assist the SCAQMD in best fashioning any future rule regarding railyard risk reduction plans.  Based upon future information provided from the railroads under PR 3503, the SCAQMD may or may not proceed with a health risk reduction rule, or may take a completely different approach to health risk reduction.  PR 3503 also requires the public to be notified of this information if the railyard’s approved health risk assessment exceeds a certain significant risk threshold level.  Accordingly, this proposed rule is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §§15306 and 15262.
As provided in CEQA Guidelines §15306, the proposed project is exempt because it will consist of basic data collection, research and resource evaluation activities and will not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource.  CEQA Guidelines §15306 exempts such a project for information-gathering purposes, or as part of a study leading to future action which the agency has not yet taken.  As provided in CEQA Guidelines §15262, the proposed project is also exempt because it involves only feasibility or planning studies for possible future actions.  In addition, since the requirements are administrative in nature, in that they involve only gathering and disseminating information, it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, and thus, the project is also exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3). 

Notice of Exemption has been prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15062 - Notice of Exemption.  The Notice of Exemption will be filed with the county clerks of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties immediately following the adoption of the proposed project.  Any questions regarding this Notice of Exemption should be sent to Michael Krause (c/o Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources) at the above address.  Mr. Krause can also be reached at (909) 396-2706.

Date:
September 28, 2005


Signature:






Steve Smith, Ph.D.


Program Supervisor


Planning, Rule Development & 
Area Sources

Reference:  California Code of Regulations, Title 14

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
County Clerks

Riverside, Los Angeles,

Orange, San Bernardino
	From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

	Project Title:

Proposed Rule (PR) 3503 – Emissions Inventory and Health Risk Assessment for Railyards

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

PR 3503 is an information-gathering rule that requires railroads to develop an emissions inventory and health risk assessment to estimate cancer risk, chronic and acute hazard indices, as well as cancer burden caused by emissions at railyards.  PR 3503 also requires the public to be notified of this information if the railyard’s approved health risk assessment exceeds a certain significant risk threshold level. 

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Agency Carrying Out Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:

General Concepts [CEQA Guidelines §15002 (k)(1)]; and

Information Collection [CEQA Guidelines §15306]; and
Feasibility and Planning Studies [CEQA Guidelines §15262]; and

General Rule Exemption [CEQA Guidelines §15061 (b)(3)]

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The SCAQMD has reviewed the proposed project pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15002(k)(1).  The information gathered by PR 3503 will then be used to determine whether to even adopt a risk reduction rule, and if so, the rule’s scope and form.  The SCAQMD believes that information to be gathered from railroads as a result of PR3503 will assist the SCAQMD in best fashioning any future rule regarding railyard risk reduction plans.  Based upon future information provided from the railroads under PR 3503, the SCAQMD may or may not proceed with a health risk reduction rule, or may take a completely different approach to health risk reduction. As provided in CEQA Guidelines §15306, the proposed project is exempt because it will consist of basic data collection, research and resource evaluation activities and will not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource.  CEQA Guidelines §15306 exempts such a project for information-gathering purposes, or as part of a study leading to future action which the agency has not yet taken.  As provided in CEQA Guidelines §15262, the proposed project is also exempt because it involves only feasibility or planning studies for possible future actions.  In addition, since the requirements are administrative in nature, in that they involve only gathering and disseminating information, it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, and thus, the project is also exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to state CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3).

	Certification Date:

SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing:
	October 7, 2005, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Mr. Michael Krause
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2706
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<mkrause@aqmd.gov>

	Rule Contact Person:

Mr. Chris Abe
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-3154
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<cabe@aqmd.gov>


Date Received for Filing



Signature       Signed upon certification



Steve Smith, Ph.D.


Program Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development, Area Sources
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