
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

BOARD MEETING DATE: May 6, 2016 AGENDA NO. 1 


MINUTES: Governing Board Monthly Meeting 


SYNOPSIS: Attached are the Minutes of the April 1, 2016 meeting. 


RECOMMENDED ACTION:
	
Approve Minutes of the April 1, 2016 Board Meeting.
	

Saundra McDaniel, 
Clerk of the Boards 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2016 

Notice having been duly given, the regular meeting of the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District Board was held at District Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, 
Diamond Bar, California.  Members present: 

William A. Burke, Ed.D., Chairman
 
Speaker of the Assembly Appointee
 

Council Member Ben Benoit, Vice Chairman
 
Cities of Riverside County
 

Mayor Michael D. Antonovich (arrived at 9:45 a.m.)
 
County of Los Angeles
 

Supervisor John J. Benoit 

County of Riverside
 

Council Member Joe Buscaino
 
City of Los Angeles
 

Mayor Pro Tem Michael A. Cacciotti 

Cities of Los Angeles County – Eastern Region
 

Dr. Joseph K. Lyou 
Governor’s Appointee 

Mayor Larry McCallon
 
Cities of San Bernardino County
 

Council Member Judith Mitchell
 
Cities of Los Angeles County – Western Region
 

Dr. Clark E. Parker, Sr.
 
Senate Rules Committee Appointee
 

Council Member Dwight Robinson
 
Cities of Orange County
 

Supervisor Janice Rutherford 

County of San Bernardino
 

Member Absent: 

Supervisor Shawn Nelson
 
County of Orange
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CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Burke called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 

	 Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Council Member Buscaino. 

	 Opening Comments 

Dr. Lyou. Asked for the status of a Hearing Board matter regarding 
ExxonMobil that was brought to his attention; and inquired about what 
opportunities the public will have to participate. 

Kurt Wiese, General Counsel, noted that a hearing on the Order for 
Abatement was scheduled for the next day, April 2, at the Torrance City Hall; he 
added that the public will have an opportunity to testify at that hearing. 

Councilwoman Mitchell. Announced that she attended the Tesla Model 3 
Unveil Event on March 31, 2016, where they announced the mass production of 
a new electric car model with a starting price of $35,000, a driving range of 215 
miles and seating for five which will be available at the end of 2017. 

Councilman Cacciotti. Noted that the all-electric Chevrolet Bolt is expected 
to be released in late 2016; and explained that the South Pasadena City Council 
recently approved the first public hydrogen fuel cell charging station in the San 
Gabriel Valley, and construction is expected to begin within the next few months. 

Chairman Burke. Announced that he attended the Cesar Chavez Day of 
Remembrance Event held at Cal State University Los Angeles on March 19, 
2016. 	 He applauded staff for putting together an excellent event. 

Dr. Parker confirmed that the event was a great success and commented 
on the importance of holding these types of events to bring awareness to local 
communities and young people who may not otherwise receive information about 
air quality and environmental issues.  

	 Presentation on Brain and Lung Tumor and Air Pollution Foundation
 
Studies
 

Dr. Keith Black presented the Board with information regarding recent 
health studies including those focused on cancer and Alzheimer’s disease. 

Dr. Parker asked about the status of research regarding a mechanism to 
detect Alzheimer’s disease in living patients. 

Dr. Black explained that clinical trials are underway for a technology that 
will assist in diagnosing the disease in an accessible and affordable manner. He 
added that the technology will also help practitioners determine the effectiveness 
of treatment methods. 
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Dr. Lyou suggested the potential of a study that would utilize low-cost 
personal particulate matter sensors to obtain exposure data from individuals. 

Dr. Black confirmed that could potentially be a good basis for future study. 

In response to Councilman Cacciotti’s inquiry regarding the application of 
research to pets, Dr. Black confirmed that it is applicable to all life forms. 

Chairman Burke applauded the work that Dr. Black and his colleagues 
have done to help support the goal of improving air quality and the quality of life 
for area residents. 

Dr. Black expressed appreciation for the support and vision that the 
District has provided in promoting these important health studies. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1.	 Approve Minutes of March 4, 2016 Board Meeting 

2.	 Set Public Hearings May 6, 2016 to: 

A.	 Amend Rule 306 – Plan Fees 

B.	 Receive Public Input on Executive Officer's Draft Goals and Priority 
Objectives for FY 2016-17 

C.	 Adopt FY 2016-17 SCAQMD Budget and Work Program 

Budget/Fiscal Impact 

3.	 Recognize Funds and Issue RFP for In-Use Emissions Testing of On-Road 
Heavy-Duty Vehicles 

4.	 Issue RFP for Protocol Development for Reconciling Air Quality Monitoring 
Data with Dispersion Modeling Results 

5.	 Issue RFP for CEQA Consultant Assistance 

6.	 Issue RFP to Solicit Proposals for Media, Advertising and Public Outreach 
Campaign; and Execute Contract for Targeted YouTube Videos and Banner 
Ads, both for 2016/17 Check Before You Burn Program 
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7.	 Execute Contract for Refurbishment of Pace Air Handlers at SCAQMD 
Headquarters and Approve Transfer of Funds 

8.	 Authorize Purchase of Enterprise Content Management System 

9.	 Appropriate Funds and Authorize Amending/Initiating Contracts with Outside 
Counsel and Specialized Legal Counsel and Services 

10.	 Approve Contract Awards Approved by MSRC 

Items 11 through 16 - Information Only/Receive and File 

11.	 Legislative and Public Affairs Report 

12.	 Hearing Board Report 

13.	 Civil Filings and Civil Penalties Report 

14.	 Lead Agency Projects and Environmental Documents Received by SCAQMD 

15.	 Rule and Control Measure Forecast 

16.	 Status Report on Major Projects for Information Management Scheduled to 
Start During Last Six Months of FY 2015-16 

BOARD CALENDAR 

18. Administrative Committee 

19A. Legislative Committee 

19B. Legislative Committee 

20.	 Mobile Source Committee 

21.	 Stationary Source Committee 
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22.	 Technology Committee 

23.	 Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee 

24.	 California Air Resources Board Monthly Report 

25.	 Ad Hoc Committee on Large Compliance Investments and Future 
Regulatory Certainty 

Dr. Lyou announced his abstention on Item No. 3 because Southern 
California Gas Company is a potential source of income to him; on Item No. 6 
because Alphabet (formerly Google) is a potential source of income to him; and 
on Item No. 10 because Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transit Authority is a 
potential source of income to him. 

Supervisor Benoit and Councilman Benoit announced that they serve as 
Commissioners for the Riverside County Transportation Commission which is 
involved with Item No. 10. 

Supervisor Rutherford and Mayor McCallon announced that they serve as 
Board 	Members for the San Bernardino Associated Governments which is 
involved with Item No. 10. 

Agenda Items 1, 2B, 6 and 25 were withheld for comment and discussion. 

MOVED BY J. BENOIT, SECONDED BY 
CACCIOTTI, AGENDA ITEMS 2A, 2C, 3 
THROUGH 5, AND 7 THROUGH 24, 
APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED, 
RECEIVING AND FILING THE COMMITTEE, 
MSRC AND CARB REPORTS, AND 
ADOPTING THE POSITIONS ON 
LEGISLATION AS SET FORTH BELOW, BY 
THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES:	 B. Benoit, J. Benoit, Burke, 
Buscaino, Cacciotti, Lyou (except 
Items #3 and #10), McCallon, 
Mitchell, Parker, Robinson and 
Rutherford. 

NOES:	 None. 

ABSTAIN:	 Lyou (Items #3 and #10 only). 

ABSENT:	 Antonovich and Nelson. 
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Agenda Item	 Recommendation 

Aliso Canyon Natural Support 
Gas Leak Amendments to 
the Federal Energy Bill 

SB 886/ SB 380 [1] (Pavley) Natural	 Support and continue to 
Gas Storage: Moratorium	 work with author on 

details involving air 
quality and SCAQMD 
operations 

SB 887 (Pavley) Natural Gas	 Support and continue to 
Storage Wells	 work with author on 

details involving air 
quality and SCAQMD 
operations 

SB 888 (Allen) Gas Corporations:	 Support and continue to 
Emergency Management	 work with author on 

details involving air 
quality and SCAQMD 
operations 

State and Federal Legislative Approve for staff to 
Proposals Providing for prepare bill language 
additional Cost Considerations for next meeting 
in SCAQMD’s Regulatory Program 

[1] The committee took a support position on SB 886 (Pavley), but that 
language was gutted and amended into SB 380 (Pavley). SB 886 is 
now a vehicle for another bill. 

17. Items Deferred from Consent Calendar 

2B.	 Receive Public Input on Executive Officer's Draft Goals and Priority 
Objectives for FY 2016-17 

Supervisor Rutherford suggested that it might be prudent to 
address this issue once an Interim Executive Officer is in place. 

Chairman Burke agreed that setting the hearing for this item should 
be postponed and be brought 	to the Board at the May 6 or June 3 
meeting. 

AGENDA ITEM 2B WAS CONTINUED TO A 
FUTURE BOARD MEETING PENDING THE 
APPOINTMENT OF AN ACTING EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER AT THE CHAIRMAN’S DIRECTION. 
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6.	 Issue RFP to Solicit Proposals for Media, Advertising and Public Outreach 
Campaign; and Execute Contract for Targeted YouTube Videos and 
Banner Ads, both for 2016/17 Check Before You Burn Program 

Dr. Lyou left the room during discussion of Item 6. 

Councilman	 Cacciotti questioned how the outreach effort for the 
check before you burn program in the past year was administered as the 
message appeared to be much less prominent than previous years. 

(Supervisor Antonovich arrived at 9:45 a.m.) 

Chairman Burke noted that he recalled that, per the Board’s 
direction, funds were diverted this past year in anticipation of the proposed 
partnership with Google for a more expansive outreach campaign. 

Mr. O’Kelly		explained that while there was still a considerable 
outreach effort last year, it was focused more on print media and public 
outreach rather than television advertisements. 

Councilwoman Mitchell suggested increased outreach to 
encourage the public to sign up to receive notifications regarding no burn 
days. 

MOVED BY CACCIOTTI, SECONDED BY 
J. BENOIT, AGENDA ITEM 6 APPROVED AS 
RECOMMENDED, BY THE FOLLOWING 
VOTE: 

AYES:	 Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 
Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, 
McCallon, Mitchell, Parker, 
Robinson and Rutherford. 

NOES:	 None. 

ABSTAIN:	 Lyou. 

ABSENT:	 Nelson. 
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25.	 Ad Hoc Committee on Large Compliance Investments and Future 
Regulatory Certainty 

Dr. Lyou noted that the positive economic impact to certain 
industries, including those that provide control equipment, does not 
appear to have been covered during the meetings held by the 
Committee. 

MOVED BY LYOU, SECONDED BY 
CACCIOTTI, AGENDA ITEM 25 APPROVED 
AS RECOMMENDED, BY THE FOLLOWING 
VOTE: 

AYES:	 Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 
Burke, Cacciotti, Lyou, McCallon, 
Mitchell, Parker, Robinson and 
Rutherford. 

NOES:	 None. 

ABSENT:	 Buscaino and Nelson. 

1.	 Approve Minutes of March 4, 2016 Board Meeting 

The following individuals addressed the Board on Agenda Item 1: 

Evan Gillespie, Sierra Club
 
Asher Jones
 
Dr. Leah Garland
 
Lizette Hernandez, Sierra Club
 

Expressed displeasure with the Board’s lack of action to protect 
public health; and urged for transparency in the hiring process for a 
replacement Executive Officer for the agency. 

Chairman Burke noted that the comments received may be more 
appropriate under the Public Comment Period as they do not specifically 
relate to approval of the March meeting minutes. 

Kurt Wiese, General Counsel, confirmed that comments should be 
germane to the specific agenda item under consideration. 

The additional individuals who had submitted requests under 
Agenda Item 1 agreed to speak instead under the Public Comment 
Period. 
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MOVED BY CACCIOTTI, SECONDED BY 
ROBINSON, AGENDA ITEM 1, APPROVED 
AS RECOMMENDED, BY THE FOLLOWING 
VOTE: 

AYES:	 Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 
Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, Lyou, 
McCallon, Parker, Robinson and 
Rutherford. 

NOES:	 None. 

ABSENT:	 Mitchell and Nelson. 

Staff Presentation/Board Discussion 

26. Update on AQMP Development 

Dr. Philip Fine, DEO/Planning and Rules, gave the staff presentation 
highlighting the challenges, current development strategy and policy questions 
that will be addressed in the 2016 AQMP. 

Councilwoman Mitchell commented on the collaboration that has been 
occurring between the District and CARB to develop a mobile sources plan; and 
expressed optimism that this collaboration can continue in an effort to 
strategically reach the goals that have been set. 

In response to Dr. Lyou’s inquiry whether the tons per day listed on the 
slide for the 2023 goal were accurate, Dr. Fine noted that some modifications 
had been made since the original presentation had been given to the committee 
and the calculations would be checked prior to release of the draft plan.  

Supervisor Benoit noted that the District has made large strides in setting 
regulations that aim to achieve ambitious air quality standards; and stressed the 
importance of continuing to work with those agencies and representatives that 
can influence the mobile source aspect. 

Adrian Martinez, Earth Justice, noted that the six policy questions are 
particularly important, especially the achieving fair share, closing the black box 
and a commitment to addressing local mobile source measures items. 

Harvey Eder, Public Solar Power Coalition, expressed support for 
immediate, total conversion to solar powered technologies. 

RECEIVED AND FILED; NO ACTION NECESSARY. 
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27. Renewable Energy Implementation and Storage Technologies 

Jill Whynot, Assistant DEO/Planning and Rules, presented information 
regarding the rapidly changing power sector in California, the increase in 
renewable energy sources, and how energy efficiency, management, technology, 
and storage can be integrated to address energy needs in the future. She also 
noted that this topic will be included in the 2016 AQMP. 

Councilwoman Mitchell questioned whether any of the energy storage 
systems can be used as backup generation in the event of a loss of power; and 
suggested that battery storage as a backup power source could possibly take the 
place of expensive, polluting backup diesel generators. 

Councilman Benoit noted that, when used with the battery pack, the Tesla 
system can be used for back up energy needs. 

Dr. Fine replied that battery backup systems can be used for residential 
applications, while most commercial applications will still need to rely on large 
diesel backup generators for prolonged usage. He added that alternate energy 
storage options will be a continued area of focus, including being addressed in 
the AQMP. 

Councilman Cacciotti explained that the City of South Pasadena has 
established a renewable energy commission to investigate the potential for 
utilizing renewable energy sources throughout the city infrastructure; and 
commented on the lack of incentive programs currently available to provide 
financial assistance to cities in this area. 

Councilman Benoit acknowledged the difficulty many municipalities face 
with making the initial, large investment to install technology such as solar panels 
that will result in cost savings over the long term. 

Supervisor Benoit added that there is also the potential for storage 
solutions at water pumping stations and other similar facilities by placing solar 
panels on water reservoirs which may prove to be a better solution than obtaining 
electrical service from Southern California Edison, which can be extremely costly 
in outlying areas. 

Harvey Eder, Public Solar Power Coalition, expressed support for 
immediate total solar conversion; and noted his optimism with the Board’s 
apparent willingness to further explore solar power storage potential. 

RECEIVED AND FILED; NO ACTION NECESSARY. 
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OTHER BUSINESS
 

28.	 Execute Sole Source Contract with National Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine 

Dr. Lyou announced his abstention on Item No. 28 because 
Southern California Gas Company is a potential source of income to him 
and left the room during discussion of the item. 

Michael O’Kelly, Acting Executive Officer, provided background 
information for the item explaining that staff is seeking approval to execute 
a contract with the National Academies of Health Sciences to begin phase 
one of the health study for the Porter Ranch area, that SoCalGas was 
ordered to fund by the Hearing Board. However, since an agreement has 
not been reached regarding the cost, staff is recommending District funds 
be used to get the study underway and then an attempt to recoup the 
funds from SoCalGas can be made.  

Supervisor Antonovich, explained the ongoing effects of the gas 
leak; noted that SoCalGas has still not fully addressed the needs of the 
impacted residents; and stressed the importance of SCAQMD’s continued 
involvement in this matter.  

MOVED BY B. BENOIT, SECONDED BY 
CACCIOTTI, AGENDA ITEM 28 APPROVED 
AS RECOMMENDED, BY THE FOLLOWING 
VOTE: 

AYES:	 Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 
Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, 
McCallon, Mitchell, Parker, 
Robinson and Rutherford. 

NOES:	 None. 

ABSTAIN:	 Lyou. 

ABSENT:	 Nelson. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – (Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items, Pursuant to 

Government Code Section 54954.3) 

The following individuals addressed the Board stressing the importance of the 
Board taking steps to protect public health by further reducing harmful pollution; and 
encouraged the Board to support technologies that will lead to better air quality: 
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Daryl Gale, Los Angeles Resident 
Vern Taylor, Sierra Club 
Diana Rozendaal, Sierra Club 
Javier Tavarez, Sierra Club 
Graciela Geyer, Sierra Club 
Cristina Mendez, Sierra Club 
Oscar Salazar 
Arturo Castellanos Jr., Sierra Club 
Joe McLaughlin, Sierra Club 
Eduardo Rodriguez, Sierra Club 
Daniel Eckhardt 
Wendy Lagacki, Sierra Club 

Yvonne Watson, Montebello Resident, noted that SoCalGas recently visited 
Montebello to address the storage facility that was closed many years ago; and noted 
that their explanations were inadequate. 

Chairman Burke asked staff for more information about the Montebello storage 
facility; and suggested that staff go out to the Montebello site to see the current state of 
the facility. 

Mohsen Nazemi, DEO/Engineering and Compliance, explained that the 
Montebello site was at one time used for underground gas storage, and even after it 
was abandoned, some gas remained underground. He confirmed that staff would visit 
Montebello to perform tests at not only the site itself, but also other areas within the 
community. 

Supervisor Antonovich requested that staff provide Board Members with 
documentation regarding the last five years of inspections for the five storage facilities 
within the county of Los Angeles. 

Nidia Erceg, Coalition for Clean Air, explained that the District must deliver a plan 
to state and federal government to show how clean air standards are going to be met in 
the region. 

Harvey Eder, Public Solar Power Coalition, spoke about innovators and the need 
to make changes to move forward for positive environmental and economic impacts. 

Moustafa Elsherif, suggested alternative enforcement methods that the Board 
should consider, including providing information to businesses who receive a Notice to 
Comply and trying to work with them before issuing a Notice of Violation; and 
encouraged the Board to select an Executive Officer that is a current employee of the 
District. 
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CLOSED SESSION 

The Board recessed to closed session at 12:30 p.m., pursuant to Government Code 
sections: 

	 54956.9(a) and 54956.9(d)(1) to confer with its counsel regarding pending 
litigation which has been initiated formally and to which the SCAQMD is a party. 
The actions are: 

People of the State of California, ex rel SCAQMD v. Southern California Gas 
Company, Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC608322; Judicial Council 
Coordinated Proceeding No. 4861; and 

SCAQMD v. U.S. EPA, U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit, Case No. 13-73936 
(Morongo Redesignation). 

	 54956.9(a) and 54956.9(d)(4) to consider initiation of litigation (one case). 

SCAQMD v. Hermon Equiptrans, et al., Los Angeles Superior Court Case 
No. BC613063. 

	 54957: 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE EMPLOYMENT/APPOINTMENT 

Title:  Acting Executive Officer 

	 54957.6: 

CONFERENCE WITH NEGOTIATORS 

Agency Designated Representative:  Kurt R. Wiese, General Counsel 

Unrepresented Employee: Acting Executive Officer 

Following closed session, the Board reconvened in open session at 1:15 p.m. 
General Counsel Kurt Wiese announced that action was taken regarding the 
Appointment of Acting Executive Officer, Wayne Nastri, for a six-month term. The 
action passed unanimously by a vote of 12 to 0. 

He noted that a report of reportable actions taken in closed session will be filed 
with the Clerk of the Board’s office and made available to the public upon request. 
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OPEN SESSION 

29. Approval of Contract and Public Employee Compensation 

Mr. Wiese explained that the Board would consider a compensation 
package for Mr. Nastri consisting of the following: a bi-weekly base salary of 
$10,426.18, for a total of $271,080.68 on an annual basis, the same benefit and 
leave package granted to management employees with the addition of the use of 
a District car, 100% contribution by the District to Mr. Nastri’s deferred 
compensation account and severance, in the event his employment is terminated 
by the Board without cause, set at three months or the amount remaining on the 
six-month contract with the District, whichever is less. 

Angela Johnson Meszaros addressed the Board on Agenda Item 29, 
commenting on the lack of transparency in the selection process for Mr. Nastri 
and encouraged the Board to make the process more public when selecting the 
permanent Executive Officer. 

Supervisor Benoit clarified that the action that was taken in Closed 
Session was to hire an interim executive officer for six months and to proceed 
with a search for a permanent executive officer during that period of time. He 
made a motion to approve staff’s recommendation for the compensation package 
as discussed. 

MOVED BY J. BENOIT, SECONDED BY 
MITCHELL, AGENDA ITEM 29 APPROVED 
THE COMPENSATION PACKAGE FOR  
MR. NASTRI AS RECOMMENDED BY 
STAFF, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

AYES:	 Antonovich, B. Benoit, J. Benoit, 
Burke, Buscaino, Cacciotti, Lyou, 
McCallon, Mitchell, Parker, 
Robinson and Rutherford. 

NOES:	 None. 

ABSENT:	 Nelson. 

-O-

Supervisor Antonovich noted that the President recently appointed an 
inter-agency committee to explore the lessons learned from the Aliso Canyon 
gas leak to identify actions that can be taken to prevent future leaks from storage 
wells; and requested that the Board be briefed and receive updates regarding the 
committee. 

http:271,080.68
http:10,426.18
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Chairman Burke directed staff to find out how the District might become 
involved in the committee. 

Mr. Wiese confirmed that staff will attempt to facilitate that request. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Chairman Burke 
at 1:25 p.m. 

The foregoing is a true statement of the proceedings held by the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District Board on April 1, 2016. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Denise Garzaro 
Senior Deputy Clerk 

Date Minutes Approved: _________________________ 

Dr. William A. Burke, Chairman 

ACRONYMS 

AQMP = Air Quality Management Plan 

CARB = California Air Resources Board 

CEQA = California Environmental Quality Act 

EV = Electric Vehicle 

FY = Fiscal Year 

RFP = Request for Proposals 

U.S. EPA = United States Environmental Protection Agency 
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