
 
 
 
 
BOARD MEETING DATE:  August 5, 2022 AGENDA NO.  4 
 
PROPOSAL:  Revise Financial Incentive Program to Reduce Emissions from 

Hexavalent Chromium Facilities, Issue Solicitations, and Authorize 
Executive Officer to Execute Contracts 

 
SYNOPSIS:   In January 2021, the Board established an incentive program and 

released a solicitation to utilize $5,040,000 of Community Air 
Protection program incentive funds for a program to reduce 
emissions from hexavalent chromium facilities, including funds for 
add-on air pollution controls for hexavalent chromium. CARB has 
subsequently released a draft regulatory proposal that includes 
future prohibitions of hexavalent chromium for metal plating and 
chromic acid anodizing operations. Accordingly, staff recommends 
revising the program and issuing a new solicitation that would 
provide incentive funds for hexavalent chromium facilities to 
switch to trivalent chromium plating technologies or other less 
toxic alternatives in lieu of hexavalent chromium. As with the 
previous effort, the program targets projects in environmental 
justice communities to achieve emission reductions beyond 
existing regulatory requirements, and further decreases community 
exposure to hexavalent chromium. This action is to: 1) Revise the 
incentive program to exclusively fund less toxic non-hexavalent 
chromium metal finishing alternatives; 2) Approve issuance of two 
Program Announcements, for facilities and contractors; 3) 
Authorize the Executive Officer to execute contracts with selected 
entities to implement the program; 4) Release unspent projects 
funds to be used by the back-up list of mobile source projects; and 
5) Reimburse the General Fund for program administrative costs 
from the Community Air Protection AB 134 Fund (Fund 77). 

COMMITTEE: Stationary Source, June 17, 2022; Recommended for Approval 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 
1. Revise the incentive program to reduce emissions from hexavalent chromium 

facilities by exclusively funding less toxic non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing 
alternatives; 

2. Approve issuance of two Program Announcements, for Hexavalent Chromium 
Facilities and Contractors; 
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3. Authorize the Executive Officer to execute contracts up to $5,040,000 to implement 
emission reduction projects at hexavalent chromium facilities from the Community 
Air Protection AB 134 Fund (77); 

4. Authorize the Executive Officer to execute contracts using unspent funds for 
projects to reduce hexavalent chromium emissions from the Board approved back-up 
list of mobile source projects; and 

5. Reimburse the General Fund up to 6.25 percent of the CAP grant amount from the 
Community Air Protection AB 134 Fund (77).  

 
 
 
 
 Wayne Nastri 
 Executive Officer 
SR:MK:HF:ML:TT 

 
Background 
Under Assembly Bill 617 (AB 617) the California legislature has appropriated incentive 
funding to address localized air pollution in the most impacted communities. In 
addition, Senate Bill 856 (SB 856) incorporated the Budget Act of 2018, allocated 
additional funds under the Community Air Protection (CAP) program, and expanded the 
scope of new incentives to include toxic air contaminant reductions at stationary 
sources. To address the new funding opportunity, CARB staff released the CAP 
Incentives 2019 Guidelines (2019 CAP Guidelines) which added funding guidelines for 
emission reductions at hexavalent chromium facilities (includes chromium plating and 
chromic acid anodizing operations). Hexavalent chromium is a potent carcinogen that is 
associated with nasal and lung cancer. 
 
Based on a prior disbursement request for CAP Year two incentive funding, $5,040,000 
was allocated to South Coast AQMD in May 2020 to implement projects that reduce 
hexavalent chromium emissions from hexavalent chromium facilities. In January 2021, 
the Board authorized the release of Program Opportunity Notices (PON) to identify 
facilities interested in participating in an incentive program through installation of add-
on air pollution controls or switching to non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing 
alternatives. Under 2019 CAP Guidelines, these projects would need to further reduce 
hexavalent emissions beyond regulatory requirements. Seven facilities submitted PON 
responses requesting financial assistance to install add-on air pollution controls for 
hexavalent chromium.  
 
Staff began working with the seven facilities to develop contracts; however, CARB 
subsequently initiated rule development to amend their Airborne Toxics Control 
Measure for Chrome Plating (Chrome Plating ATCM). The proposed amendments to 
the Chrome Plating ATCM includes a three-year phase-out of hexavalent chromium for 
decorative plating operations, and a 16-year phase-out for functional (hard chromium 
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plating and chromic anodizing) operations, with technology assessments. In addition, 
the CAP Guidelines require that the grant-funded equipment be operated for the project 
life which is at least three years. With the proposed amendments to the Chrome Plating 
ATCM and the CAP restrictions for use of grant funded equipment, staff and CARB 
agreed that no contracts should be executed from the previous solicitation since none of 
the proposals were exclusively switching to non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing 
alternatives and hexavalent chromium plating and chromic acid anodizing operations 
may be prohibited in the near future.  
 
Proposal 
Staff is proposing to revise the financial incentive program to reduce hexavalent 
chromium emissions by providing funding for hexavalent chromium facilities to switch 
to non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives. The revised program would 
provide eligible facilities with financial assistance to purchase and install the equipment 
necessary to switch to non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives. Facilities 
would be responsible for ongoing operation costs such as maintenance, repair, and spare 
parts. Up to $300,000 in funding would be available for each project and the project 
emissions reductions must be in excess of those otherwise required by applicable 
federal, State, or local rules or regulations. 
 
To implement the incentive program, a Program Announcement (PA) is being released 
to solicit proposals from eligible hexavalent chromium facilities. Many of the 
hexavalent chromium facilities anticipated to participate in the incentive program are 
small businesses that do not have the capacity to identify contractors to implement 
projects. Accordingly, a second Program Announcement is being released to identify 
contractors that can provide engineering, design and installation services to hexavalent 
chromium facilities. Facilities can work with their own contractors to implement 
projects or can elect to work with contractors identified by South Coast AQMD. 
Additional information about program eligibility, funding limits, and reimbursement 
provisions is included in the PAs. The incentive program has previously been presented 
to the East Los Angeles, Boyle Heights, West Commerce Community Steering 
Committee as an update on efforts to implement the Community Emission Reduction 
Plan action item to reduce emissions from metal finishing facilities. The public will 
continue to receive updates on this program through South Coast AQMD outreach 
efforts and facilities that are proposed to receive funding will be identified on the South 
Coast AQMD website. 
 
As part of the program, staff had previously prepared a Project Plan that outlines 
program eligibility, funding limits, and reimbursement provisions. The Project Plan, 
approved by CARB, generally follows 2019 CAP Guidelines for hexavalent chrome 
plating facilities (Chapter 4); however, higher project funding percentages are 
established for small businesses. It should be noted, the Project Plan includes the 
installation of add on air pollution controls as an eligible project, but as mentioned, this 



-4- 

solicitation is specific to projects that result in a transition to non-hexavalent chromium 
metal finishing alternatives. 
 
Program Announcements   
Staff proposes to release two PAs to implement the program: PA #2023-01 and PA 
#2023-02.  
 
PA #2023-01 is for facilities interested in participating in the program. PA #2023-01 
would require interested facilities to provide general facility information, a conceptual 
description of the intended project, estimated cost information and an anticipated 
schedule. All facilities interested in participating in the program would be required to 
submit a proposal in response to PA #2023-01. 
 
As previously mentioned, many of the facilities anticipated to be eligible to participate 
are very small entities that may not have experience implementing projects that involve 
the transition to non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives. PA #2023-02 is 
intended to identify contractors that have experience designing and installing non-
hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives. Contractors responding to  
PA #2023-02 would be asked to provide general company information (including 
experience in converting hexavalent chromium plating lines or chromic acid anodizing 
operations to non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives), general cost 
estimate information, and resources available to provide installation services. 
Information from contractors responding to PA #2023-02 would be provided to 
hexavalent chromium facilities as a resource for development of contracts with South 
Coast AQMD to implement the program.    
 
Funding and Awards   
Up to $5,040,000 in funding is available under the program. Project eligibility and total 
project funding limits are included in the PA and the Project Plan. Awards will be made 
through contracts until all funding is exhausted. It is anticipated at least 15 contracts 
will be awarded from this Program Announcement based on availability of funds and 
the quality of proposals received. If there is not a sufficient number of facilities that are 
willing to participate in this opportunity, remaining grant funds can be used to 
implement a back-up list of mobile source projects. Prospective applicants will be 
expected to enter into a “Fixed Price” contract with South Coast AQMD for specific 
tasks. Payments will be based upon task deliverables. 
 
Funds allocated for this program must be completely expended prior to June 30, 2024. 
Accordingly, staff is requesting that the Board authorize the Executive Officer to enter 
directly into contracts with selected facilities and contractors based on their responses to 
the PA to provide as much lead time as possible for facilities to get started on 
implementing these important projects.   
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Outreach 
In accordance with South Coast AQMD’s Procurement Policy and Procedure, a public 
notice advertising the PA will be published in the Los Angeles Times, the Orange 
County Register, the San Bernardino Sun, and Riverside County Press Enterprise 
newspapers to leverage the most cost-effective method of outreach to the South Coast 
Air District. 
 
Additionally, potential participants may be notified utilizing South Coast AQMD’s own 
electronic listing of certified minority vendors and Rule 1469 – Hexavalent Chromium 
Emissions from Chromium Electroplating and Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations 
facilities. Notice of the PA will be e-mailed to the Black and Latino Legislative 
Caucuses and various minority chambers of commerce and business associations and 
placed on South Coast AQMD’s website (www.aqmd.gov) where it can be viewed by 
making the selection “Grants & Bids.” http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids   
 
Staff is also proposing to collaborate with representatives from the Metal Finishing 
Association of Southern California to identify and reach out to candidate facilities and 
contractors to respond to the PA. Staff will also present this opportunity to the AB 617 
Community Steering Committees. 
 
Benefits to South Coast AQMD 
The successful implementation of this program would result in a reduction of 
hexavalent chromium emissions beyond regulatory requirements. There is an additional 
environmental benefit of eliminating the use of chemical fume suppressants containing 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) at facilities currently using these products. 
Most chemical fume suppressants contain PFAS, which persist in the environment and 
have been linked with a variety of health problems. 
 
Resource Impacts 
The total cost of the revised incentive program to reduce hexavalent chromium 
emissions will not exceed $5,040,000. Sufficient funds are available from the CARB 
CAP (Year 2) grant which have been recognized into the Community Protection 
AB 134 Fund (77). Administrative costs will not exceed 6.25 percent. 
 
Attachments 
1. Program Announcement for Financial Incentive Program to Reduce Emissions from 

Hexavalent Chromium Facilities   
2. Program Announcement for Identifying Contractors that Convert Hexavalent 

Chromium Plating Lines or Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations to Non-Hexavalent 
Chromium Metal Finishing Alternatives  

 

http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids


  PA 2023-01 

 

Financial Incentive Program to Reduce Emissions 
from Hexavalent Chromium Facilities 

 

 
 

A Funding Opportunity for  
Existing Hexavalent Chromium Facilities to Convert Hexavalent 

Chromium Plating Lines or Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations to 
Non-Hexavalent Chromium Metal Finishing Alternatives in the 

Jurisdiction of the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 

 
Program Announcement 

PA 2023-01 
 

August 5, 2022 
 
 

 

 



  PA 2023-01 

1 

PURPOSE 

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD) is seeking proposals 
from hexavalent chromium facilities (includes chrome plating and chromic acid anodizing 
facilities) for projects that reduce hexavalent chromium emissions by transitioning to less toxic 
non-hexavalent chromium alternatives. The purpose of this Program Announcement (PA) is to 
provide financial incentives to assist hexavalent chromium facilities in the purchase and 
installation of equipment necessary to reduce hexavalent chromium emissions beyond regulatory 
requirements.  

BACKGROUND 
Hexavalent chromium is a potent carcinogen and is associated with nasal and lung cancer. South 
Coast AQMD Rule 1469 - Hexavalent Chromium Emissions from Chromium Electroplating and 
Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations (Rule 1469) establishes requirements for reducing 
hexavalent chromium emissions from chrome plating and anodizing facilities. The California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) has made funding available to local air districts to implement air 
pollution reduction projects. South Coast AQMD has allocated a portion of the funding for 
hexavalent chromium facilities to implement projects that reduce hexavalent chromium emissions 
beyond current regulatory requirements.   

South Coast AQMD prepared a Project Plan entitled, “Emissions Reduction from Hexavalent 
Chromium Facilities” that describes project eligibility and participant requirements for entities 
seeking Program funding. The Project Plan generally follows Chapter 4 of the CARB Community 
Air Protection 2019 Guidelines (2019 CARB Guidelines) except for payment of a higher 
percentage of project costs for small businesses. The Project Plan, which was released in May 
2021 and approved by CARB in June 2021, allowed funding for either installing add-on pollution 
controls to hexavalent chromium tanks or converting to trivalent chromium or other less toxic 
alternatives to hexavalent chromium. Since the release of that Project Plan, CARB proposed a 
phase-out of hexavalent chromium; therefore, the South Coast AQMD is no longer proposing to 
fund the installation of add-on controls but will seek to fund projects that convert to less toxic 
alternatives to hexavalent chromium. Considering the CARB approved Project Plan included both 
options, the Project Plan was not amended; however, this PA is specific to funding projects that 
convert to the less toxic trivalent chromium plating or anodizing operations or other non-
hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives. The South Coast AQMD has identified up to 
$5,040,000 in incentive funds and is seeking hexavalent chromium facility owners or operators to 
implement hexavalent chromium emission reduction projects above and beyond current 
requirements of Rule 1469. Participating in the South Coast AQMD Program offers owners of 
eligible facilities to receive incentive funding for the early implementation of key air pollution 
reduction strategies above and beyond current regulatory requirements or ahead of potential future 
regulatory obligations. Participating entities would enter into a contract with the South Coast 
AQMD in order to receive payment for completed tasks.   

  

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/tao-capp-incentives/south-coast-hex-chrom-reduction-project-plan_05132021.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/tao-capp-incentives/south-coast-hex-chrom-reduction-project-plan_05132021.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/tao-capp-incentives/south-coast-hex-chrom-reduction-project-plan_05132021.pdf?sfvrsn=8
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PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
The following is a summary of the Project Plan eligibility requirements. Additional information 
on projects that can be funded under this PA is included under the heading, Eligible Projects. The 
increased funding for small businesses is described below under the heading, Funding Limits. 

Eligible Applicants – Existing public and private entities that own their own hexavalent chromium 
facilities located within the South Coast AQMD are eligible to apply for funding. At the time of 
response submittal, the owner or operator of a facility must: 

A. Meet federal, State, or local requirements applicable to chrome plating and anodizing 
operations. 

B. Have authority to make any necessary building modifications.  
C. Show proof of regulatory compliance or valid operating permit.  
D. Submit quotes from at least two independent contractors. The quote from the selected 

contractor does not have to match the final invoice submitted for reimbursement if 
additional work is required for the installation, but parts and labor costs for the major 
components of the technology should match the initial quote.  

After contract execution, the owner or operator of a facility must meet the following 
requirements: 

1. Maintain the equipment to manufacturer’s specifications during the contract period. 
2. May not claim emissions reduction credits from the incentivized technology during 

the contract period. 

3. Comply with local air district requirements during the contract period. 
4. Ensure permits for the equipment remain up-to-date and all permit requirements are 

met during the contract period as required by the South Coast AQMD.  
5. Maintain compliance with all federal, State, and local rules and regulations. 
6. Make replacement technology available for inspection if requested by South Coast 

AQMD and/or CARB staff during the contract period. 

Eligible Projects - The South Coast AQMD is specifically interested in identifying projects that 
pursue the following strategies: 

• Conversion to the less toxic trivalent chromium plating operations or other non-
hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives  
o The equipment needed for trivalent chromium conversion or non-hexavalent chromium 

metal finishing alternatives may vary by facility. Examples of equipment that may be 
required for trivalent chromium plating conversion include the following:  

 Trichrome plating tank 
 New plating anodes 
 Trichrome rinse tanks (including pre-rinse tank) 
 New rectifier 
 Tank air agitation system with air blower 
 Continuous filtration system 
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 Tank heating/cooling system 
 Amp-hour meter/feeders with pumps 
 Ion exchange system 

• Other technologies that provide reductions that are in excess of those otherwise 
required by federal, State, and local rules and regulations 
o Please note that South Coast AQMD must consult with CARB staff and receive 

approval to implement other technologies that are not described in the above listed 
examples, which have been previously approved and are taken from Chapter 4 of the 
2019 CARB Guidelines. 

Funding Availability – A funding amount of up to $5,040,000 is available from South Coast 
AQMD to implement hexavalent chromium emission reduction projects in excess of regulatory 
requirements during this solicitation. Funding is available to applicants proposing qualifying 
projects and will be distributed according to guidelines in the Project Plan for entities defined as 
small businesses and in accordance with 2019 CARB Guidelines, Chapter 4 for entities that are 
not small businesses. Funding is limited and may be revised at any time.  

Project Funding – A funding amount of up to $5,040,000 is available from South Coast AQMD 
to implement the Program. Funding is limited and may be revised at any time. All facilities 
participating in the Program are required to enter into a contract with South Coast AQMD.  

Funding Limits – Rule 1469 allows facilities with low usage to use chemical fume suppressants 
instead of installing more expensive add-on air pollution control devices. Based on facility 
information obtained during development of Rule 1469, most of the facilities relying on chemical 
fume suppressants as the sole source of emissions control are decorative operations that are also 
considered small businesses and might not be able to come up with the incremental portion of 
project costs. Therefore, to allow for Program participation, South Coast AQMD is specifying that 
for small businesses, 100% of the eligible project costs can be reimbursed. Facilities would be 
required to maintain and operate the equipment for the term of the project, which is three years. 
During the project term, the facility would be responsible for ongoing operation and maintenance 
costs, such as electricity use. Project funding limits are a total maximum grant amount of $300,000 
per facility.  

Consistent with Table 4-2 of 2019 CARB Guidelines – Chapter 4, except for small businesses, the 
project funding limits are as follows: 
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Funding limit Decorative Operations Non-Decorative Operations 
Maximum total grant amount, 
including initial performance 
test 

$300,000 $300,000 

Maximum percentage of 
eligible cost 

90% for trivalent chromium 
conversion; or 80% for all 
other projects 

90% for all projects 

Maximum Percentage of 
eligible cost for Small 
Business*  

100% 90% for all projects 

*Small Business Definition: Facility is independently owned and operated with average annual gross 
receipts of three million dollars ($3,000,000) or less, averaged over the previous three years, and 25 or 
fewer employees. 

South Coast AQMD retains the discretion to make full, partial, or no awards. If the Program is 
undersubscribed, the South Coast AQMD may reallocate funding to implement a backup list of 
mobile source projects. 

Contract Payment - Participating entities would enter into a contract with the South Coast AQMD 
in order to receive payment for completed tasks. The Program includes two contract payment 
options: 1) reimbursement after project completion or 2) payment after completion of individual 
contract milestones (e.g., engineering and design, installation, etc.). Program payment provisions 
will be established during the contract development process.   

Reporting and Monitoring – All projects that receive funding under this Program must comply 
with the reporting requirements described in Chapter 3, Section H of the 2019 CARB Guidelines 
during the contract period. The contract period will be based on two phases: Project Completion 
and Project Life. Project Completion is the period after the contract is executed and until a post-
construction inspection is made to document that the equipment is installed and operational. 
Project Life is the time the applicant is required to operate and maintain the grant-funded 
equipment. Project Completion will be based on the schedule included in the executed contract 
and the Project Life is three years.  

Eligible Costs - Funds may only pay for items essential to the conversion to trivalent chromium 
or other non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives system, including: 

A. Design and engineering (e.g., labor, site preparation) 
B. Replacement technology and materials 

C. Instrumentation and monitoring units  
D. Required ventilation ductwork and electrical upgrades  
E. Installation 

F. Initial performance tests conducted to confirm post-technology emissions  
G. Shipping and delivery costs 
H. License fees, environmental fees, commissioning fees (safety testing), onsite required 

safety equipment, and fees incurred during pre-contract execution (i.e., permits, design, 
engineering, site preparation) 
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Program Schedule – The implementation schedule for Financial Incentive Program to Reduce 
Emissions from Hexavalent Chromium Facilities Program Announcement (PA 2023-01) is shown 
below in Table 1. 

Table 1: Schedule 

August 5, 2022 Issue Program Announcement PA 2023-01 

Ongoing Proposals are reviewed and contracts are issued until 
funding is exhausted 

May 1, 2024 All final invoices and supporting documentation for 
payment must be received 

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
Submitted proposals must follow the format outlined below and all requested information must be 
supplied. Failure to submit proposals in the required format will result in elimination from proposal 
evaluation. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all information submitted is 
accurate and complete. 

Proposal Elements – All proposals must contain the following: 

Cover Letter – Transmittal of a proposal must be accompanied by a cover letter signed 
by the facility owner 

Proposal Elements A-E – Proposals must include the following completed elements, 
and all required supporting documentation as requested: 

Element A: Proposal Form (Attachment A) 
Element B: Project Description/ Statement of Work 
Element C: Project Budget 
Element D: Project Implementation Schedule 
Element E: Business Information Request (BIR) Forms (Attachment B) 

The following section summarizes each element that must be completed by the applicant and 
submitted in accordance with the instructions provided in this PA under “Proposal Submittal 
Instructions”.   

• Cover Letter – must be signed by the facility owner. This document should summarize the 
intent of the proposal as well as the requested funding amount, facility address, project 
budget and proposed timeline. 

• Element A: Proposal Form – includes general information from the applicant. This 
information is to be provided in the designated spaces on the template attached to this PA. 

• Element B: Project Description/Statement of Work – describes the proposed project 
including a) project goals and objectives; b) statement of work which should include a 
detailed description of the proposed project; c) description of the entity implementing the 
project, d) use of subcontractors, if any; e) duties of key project staff, including Project 
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Manager, e) project deliverables specifying the individual tasks to be completed (e.g., 
engineering/design, permitting, equipment purchases/installation, source tests, etc.). 

• Element C: Project Budget – A cost breakdown of the proposed project budget including 
a) total project cost; b) breakdown of costs by tasks identified above, including labor costs, 
e) subcontractor costs, if any, f) dollar amount requested from the applicant. Applicants 
need to inform vendors of the time frame of the award process so that project costs reflect 
the projected purchase date. Note that any orders placed, or payments made in advance of 
an executed contract with the South Coast AQMD are done at the risk of the applicant. The 
South Coast AQMD has no obligation to fund the project until a contract is fully executed 
by both parties.  

• Element D: Project Implementation Schedule – Submittal of a schedule that identifies key 
project milestones, task completion dates, and any anticipated barriers to completion. 
Please note that all projects must be completed, and final invoices received no later May 
1, 2024. 

• Element E: Business Information Request (BIR) Forms – BIR forms must be completed 
and submitted with the proposal; required forms are attached to this PA. If recommended 
for an award, you will be required to provide an updated Campaign Contribution 
Disclosure form at that time.  

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS  
The applicant shall submit the original proposal plus three (3) complete hard copies and one 
(1) digital copy of the entire proposal package. Each hard copy is to be marked “Program 
Announcement PA 2023-01.” These hard copies should be placed together in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name, address, email, and phone number of 
the applicant. Hard copy proposals are mandatory, failure to submit a hard copy proposal will 
result in proposal rejection. Faxed proposals will not be accepted. All proposals will be reviewed 
but early submittals are encouraged recognizing that funding is limited and all projects must be 
completed and final invoices received no later than May 1, 2024. 

The PA document PA 2023-01 can also be accessed via the internet by visiting South Coast 
AQMD’s website at: http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids  

The hardcopy proposal package must be addressed to:  

  Mr. Dean D. Hughbanks, Procurement Manager  
  Re: Program Announcement PA 2023-01 

Financial Incentive to Reduce Emissions from Hexavalent Chromium 
Facilities  

  South Coast Air Quality Management District  
  21865 Copley Drive  
  Diamond Bar, CA 91765  
 
All proposals must be signed by the facility owner.  Once submitted, proposals cannot be altered 
without the prior written consent of South Coast AQMD. South Coast AQMD reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals if they do not meet the requirements of the PA including those listed 

http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
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below. All responses become the property of South Coast AQMD, and one copy of the proposal 
will be retained for South Coast AQMD files.   

Proposals may be immediately rejected if: 

• It is not for an eligible project as defined in this PA  
• It does not meet the definition of an eligible entity 
• It is not prepared in the format described  
• It is not signed by the facility owner 
• It does not include all elements as outlined under “Proposal Elements” required in this PA 

PROPOSAL EVALUATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS 
Awards will be made through contracts until all funding is exhausted. It is anticipated at least 15 
contracts will be awarded from this PA based on availability of funds and the quality of proposals 
received. The applicant will be required to enter a “Fixed Price” contract with South Coast AQMD 
for specific tasks. Payments will be based upon task deliverables. If necessary, South Coast AQMD 
can enter into a contract with the contractor that the facility selects to install the hexavalent 
chromium reduction project.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & ASSISTANCE  
This PA can be accessed at the South Coast AQMD website at http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-
bids. South Coast AQMD staff members are available to answer questions on the PA.  

For General, Administrative, or Technical Assistance, please contact:  

Michael Laybourn 
Program Supervisor  
Planning, Rule Development, & Implementation 
Phone 909-396-3066  
mlaybourn@aqmd.gov  
 
Tiffani To 
Air Quality Specialist 
Planning, Rule Development, & Implementation 
Phone: 909-396- 2738 
tto@aqmd.gov  
 
 
 

  

http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
mailto:mlaybourn@aqmd.gov
mailto:mlaybourn@aqmd.gov
mailto:tto@aqmd.gov
mailto:tto@aqmd.gov
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Proposal to Convert Hexavalent Chromium Plating Lines or 
Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations to Non-Hexavalent 

Chromium Metal Finishing Alternatives  
Proposal Form 

 
PA 2023-01 
Attachment A 

Part I: Applicant information 

Facility Name:  

Address:  

Facility ID  

Permit #  

Permit Limits:  

Funding requested:  

County:  

Contact Person:  

Title:  

Phone:  

Fax:  

Email:  

Part II: Certification - Please initial each statement then sign and date the form. 

Applicant shall: 

_____ disclose any other source(s) of funding that has been applied for and will be used for the same 
project, including the source of funds, amount and the purpose for funding. 

_____ disclose the value of any existing financial incentive that directly reduces the project cost, 
including tax credits, or deductions, grants or other public financial assistance for the same 
equipment. 

Applicant understands: 

_____ an incomplete or illegible proposal including proposals that are missing required information may 
be rejected by the South Coast AQMD at their discretion. 

_____ the South Coast AQMD may release the information the proposal contains to third parties if 
required by state and federal public records laws. 

 

     
Signature  Print Name & Title  Date 
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South Coast 
Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 
(909) 396-2000 • www.aqmd.gov 

 
 

Business Information Request 
 
 
Dear South Coast AQMD Contractor/Supplier: 
 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD) is committed to ensuring that 
our contractor/supplier records are current and accurate.  If your firm is selected for award of a 
purchase order or contract, it is imperative that the information requested herein be supplied in a 
timely manner to facilitate payment of invoices.  In order to process your payments, we need the 
enclosed information regarding your account.  Please review and complete the information 
identified on the following pages, remember to sign all documents for our files, and return 
them as soon as possible to the address below: 
 
 Attention:  Accounts Payable, Accounting Department 
 South Coast Air Quality Management District 
 21865 Copley Drive 
 Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 
 
If you do not return this information, we will not be able to establish you as a vendor.  This will 
delay any payments and would still necessitate your submittal of the enclosed information to our 
Accounting department before payment could be initiated.  Completion of this document and 
enclosed forms would ensure that your payments are processed timely and accurately. 
 
If you have any questions or need assistance in completing this information, please contact 
Accounting at (909) 396-3777.  We appreciate your cooperation in completing this necessary 
information. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 

 Sujata Jain 
 Chief Financial Officer 

 
DH:nd 
 
Enclosures: Business Information Request  
 Disadvantaged Business Certification  
 W-9 
 Form 590 Withholding Exemption Certificate 
 Federal Contract Debarment Certification 
 Campaign Contributions Disclosure 
 

REV 6/22

http://www.aqmd.gov/
http://www.aqmd.gov/
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South Coast 
Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 
(909) 396-2000 • www.aqmd.gov 

 
 

BUSINESS INFORMATION REQUEST 
 

Business Name  

Division of 
 

Subsidiary of 
 

Website Address 
 

Type of Business 
Check One: 

� Individual  
� DBA, Name _______________, County Filed in _______________ 
� Corporation, ID No. ________________ 
� LLC/LLP, ID No. _______________ 
� Other _______________ 

 
REMITTING ADDRESS INFORMATION 

Address 

 

 

City/Town  

State/Province  Zip  

Phone (     )      -          Ext                Fax (     )      -      

Contact  Title  

E-mail Address  

Payment Name if 
Different 

 

 
All invoices must reference the corresponding Purchase Order Number(s)/Contract Number(s) if 
applicable and mailed to:  
 

Attention:  Accounts Payable, Accounting Department 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 

21865 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765-4178 

http://www.aqmd.gov/
http://www.aqmd.gov/
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BUSINESS STATUS CERTIFICATIONS  
 
 
Federal guidance for utilization of disadvantaged business enterprises allows a vendor to be deemed a small business enterprise (SBE), 

minority business enterprise (MBE) or women business enterprise (WBE) if it meets the criteria below.   

• is certified by the Small Business Administration or 
• is certified by a state or federal agency or 
• is an independent MBE(s) or WBE(s) business concern which is at least 51 percent owned and controlled by minority group member(s) 

who are citizens of the United States. 
 
Statements of certification: 
 

As a prime contractor to South Coast AQMD,   (name of business) will engage in good faith efforts 
to achieve the fair share in accordance with 40 CFR Section 33.301, and will follow the six affirmative steps listed below for 
contracts or purchase orders funded in whole or in part by federal grants and contracts. 
 
1. Place qualified SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs on solicitation lists. 
2. Assure that SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs are solicited whenever possible. 
3. When economically feasible, divide total requirements into small tasks or quantities to permit greater participation by 

SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
4. Establish delivery schedules, if possible, to encourage participation by SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
5. Use services of Small Business Administration, Minority Business Development Agency of the Department of 

Commerce, and/or any agency authorized as a clearinghouse for SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
6. If subcontracts are to be let, take the above affirmative steps. 

Self-Certification Verification: Also for use in awarding additional points, as applicable, in accordance with South 
Coast AQMD Procurement Policy and Procedure: 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

 Small Business Enterprise/Small Business Joint Venture   Women-owned Business Enterprise 
 Local business    Disabled Veteran-owned Business Enterprise/DVBE Joint Venture 
 Minority-owned Business Enterprise  Most Favored Customer Pricing Certification 

 
Percent of ownership:      %  
 
Name of Qualifying Owner(s):       
 
State of California Public Works Contractor Registration No. ______________________.    MUST BE 
INCLUDED IF BID PROPOSAL IS FOR PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT. 
 
 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge the above information is accurate.  Upon penalty of perjury, I certify 
information submitted is factual. 
 
 
      
 NAME TITLE 
 
      
 TELEPHONE NUMBER DATE 
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Definitions 
 
Disabled Veteran-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 

• is a sole proprietorship or partnership of which is at least 51 percent owned by one or more disabled veterans, 
or in the case of any business whose stock is publicly held, at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or 
more disabled veterans; a subsidiary which is wholly owned by a parent corporation but only if at least 51 
percent of the voting stock of the parent corporation is owned by one or more disabled veterans; or a joint 
venture in which at least 51 percent of the joint venture’s management and control and earnings are held by 
one or more disabled veterans. 

• the management and control of the daily business operations are by one or more disabled veterans.  The 
disabled veterans who exercise management and control are not required to be the same disabled veterans as 
the owners of the business. 

• is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, or joint venture with its primary headquarters office located 
in the United States and which is not a branch or subsidiary of a foreign corporation, firm, or other foreign-
based business. 

 
Joint Venture means that one party to the joint venture is a DVBE and owns at least 51 percent of the joint venture.  In the case 
of a joint venture formed for a single project this means that DVBE will receive at least 51 percent of the project dollars. 
 
Local Business means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• has an ongoing business within the boundary of South Coast AQMD at the time of bid application. 
• performs 90 percent of the work within South Coast AQMD’s jurisdiction. 

 
Minority-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• is at least 51 percent owned by one or more minority persons or in the case of any business whose stock is 
publicly held, at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or more minority persons.  

• is a business whose management and daily business operations are controlled or owned by one or more 
minority person. 

• is a business which is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, joint venture, an association, or a 
cooperative with its primary headquarters office located in the United States, which is not a branch or 
subsidiary of a foreign corporation, foreign firm, or other foreign business.  

 
 “Minority” person means a Black American, Hispanic American, Native American (including American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut, 
and Native Hawaiian), Asian-Indian American (including a person whose origins are from India, Pakistan, or Bangladesh), 
Asian-Pacific American (including a person whose origins are from Japan, China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Korea, Samoa, 
Guam, the United States Trust Territories of the Pacific, Northern Marianas, Laos, Cambodia, or Taiwan). 
 
Small Business Enterprise means a business that meets the following criteria: 
 

a. 1) an independently owned and operated business; 2) not dominant in its field of operation; 3) together with affiliates 
is either: 

 
• A service, construction, or non-manufacturer with 100 or fewer employees, and average annual 

gross receipts of ten million dollars ($10,000,000) or less over the previous three years, or 
 

• A manufacturer with 100 or fewer employees. 
 

b. Manufacturer means a business that is both of the following: 
 

1) Primarily engaged in the chemical or mechanical transformation of raw materials or processed substances into 
new products. 

 
2) Classified between Codes 311000 to 339000, inclusive, of the North American Industrial Classification System 

(NAICS) Manual published by the United States Office of Management and Budget, 2007 edition. 
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Small Business Joint Venture means that one party to the joint venture is a Small Business and owns at least 51 percent of the 
joint venture.  In the case of a joint venture formed for a single project this means that the Small Business will receive at least 51 
percent of the project dollars. 
 
 
Women-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• is at least 51 percent owned by one or more women or in the case of any business whose stock is publicly held, 
at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or more women.  

• is a business whose management and daily business operations are controlled or owned by one or more 
women. 

• is a business which is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, or a joint venture, with its primary 
headquarters office located in the United States, which is not a branch or subsidiary of a foreign corporation, 
foreign firm, or other foreign business. 

 
 
Most Favored Customer as used in this policy means that the South Coast AQMD will receive at least as favorable pricing, 
warranties, conditions, benefits and terms as other customers or clients making similar purchases or receiving similar services.  
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Certification Regarding 
Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters 

 
The prospective participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief that it and the principals:  
(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 

voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency;  
(b) Have not within a three year period preceding this proposal been convicted of or had a civil 

judgement rendered against them or commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection 
with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local) 
transaction or contract under a public transaction: violation of Federal or State antitrust statute 
or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, 
making false statements, or receiving stolen property:  

(c) Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a government entity 
(Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (b) 
of this certification; and  

(d) Have not within a three-year period preceding this application/proposal had one or more public 
transactions (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default.  

 
I understand that a false statement on this certification may be grounds for rejection of this proposal 
or termination of the award. In addition, under 18 USC Sec. 1001, a false statement may result in 
a fine of up to $10,000 or imprisonment for up to 5 years, or both.  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________  
Typed Name & Title of Authorized Representative  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________  
Signature of Authorized Representative Date  
 
 
  I am unable to certify to the above statements.  My explanation is attached.  
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- 

 
 
 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS DISCLOSURE 
 

In accordance with California law, bidders and contracting parties are required to disclose, at the time the application is 
filed, information relating to any campaign contributions made to South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD) Board Members or members/alternates of the MSRC, including: the name of the party making the 
contribution (which includes any parent, subsidiary or otherwise related business entity, as defined below), the amount 
of the contribution, and the date the contribution was made. 2 C.C.R. §18438.8(b). Where a proposed rule or proposed 
amended rule impacts three or fewer facilities, those facilities will be treated in much the same manner as contracting 
parties and so must also complete this form, disclosing information relating to any campaign contributions made to any 
SCAQMD Board Members. See Quadri Advice Letter (2002) A-02.096.1 In the event that a qualifying campaign 
contribution is made, the Board Member to whom it was made may be disqualified from participating in the actions 
involving that donor. 
 
California law prohibits a party, or an agent, from making campaign contributions to SCAQMD Governing Board 
Members or members/alternates of the Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC) of more 
than $250 while their contract or permit is pending before the SCAQMD; and further prohibits a campaign contribution 
from being made for three (3) months following the date of the final decision by the Governing Board or the MSRC on 
a donor’s contract or permit. Gov’t Code §84308(d). For purposes of reaching the $250 limit, the campaign contributions 
of the bidder or contractor plus contributions by its parents, affiliates, and related companies of the contractor or bidder 
are added together.  2 C.C.R. §18438.5. 
 
In addition, SCAQMD Board Members or members/alternates of the MSRC must abstain from voting on a contract or 
permit if they have received a campaign contribution from a party or participant to the proceeding, or agent, totaling 
more than $250 in the 12-month period prior to the consideration of the item by the Governing Board or the MSRC. 
Gov’t Code §84308(c). 
 
The list of current SCAQMD Governing Board Members can be found at the SCAQMD website (www.aqmd.gov). The 
list of current MSRC members/alternates can be found at the MSRC website 
(http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org). 

 

SECTION I. 
Contractor (Legal Name):    

 

 

 

List any parent, subsidiaries, or otherwise affiliated business entities of Contractor: 
(See definition below). 

 
 

 
 

 

SECTION II. 
 

Has Contractor and/or any parent, subsidiary, or affiliated company, or agent thereof, made a 
campaign  contribution(s)  totaling  $250  or  more  in  the  aggregate  to  a  current  member  of the 
 

 

1 The information provided on this form does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal advice. To the extent 
that you may have questions regarding any case law, citations, or legal interpretations provided above please 
seek the guidance of your own independent counsel. 

 

  ,      

  .   

  .    

http://www.aqmd.gov/
http://www.aqmd.gov/
http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
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South Coast Air Quality Management Governing Board or member/alternate of the MSRC in the 12 
months preceding the date of execution of this disclosure?  
 

  Yes   No If YES, complete Section II below and then sign and date the form. 
If NO, sign and date below.  Include this form with your submittal. Campaign Contributions 
Disclosure, continued: 
Name of Contributor    

 
 

   

Governing Board Member or MSRC Member/Alternate Amount of Contribution Date of Contribution 
 
 

Name of Contributor    
 
 

   

Governing Board Member or MSRC Member/Alternate Amount of Contribution Date of Contribution 
 
 

Name of Contributor    
 
 

   

Governing Board Member or MSRC Member/Alternate Amount of Contribution Date of Contribution 
 
 

Name of Contributor    
 
 

   

Governing Board Member or MSRC Member/Alternate Amount of Contribution Date of Contribution 
 
 

I declare the foregoing disclosures to be true and correct. 
 

By:   
 

Title:   
 

Date:   
 
 

 
 

DEFINITIONS 

 
Parent, Subsidiary, or Otherwise Related Business Entity (2 Cal. Code of Regs., §18703.1(d).) 

 
(1) Parent  subsidiary.  A  parent  subsidiary  relationship  exists  when  one  corporation  directly  or  indirectly  owns  shares 

possessing more than 50 percent of the voting power of another corporation. 
 

(2) Otherwise  related  business  entity.  Business  entities,  including  corporations,  partnerships,  joint  ventures  and  any  other 
organizations and enterprises operated for profit, which do not have a parent subsidiary relationship are otherwise related if 
any one of the following three tests is met: 

(A) One business entity has a controlling ownership interest in the other business entity. 
(B) There is shared management and control between the entities. In determining whether there is shared management 

and control, consideration should be given to the following factors: 
(i) The same person or substantially the same person owns and manages the two entities; 
(ii) There are common or commingled funds or assets; 
(iii) The business entities share the use of the same offices or employees, or otherwise share activities, resources or 

personnel on a regular basis; 
(iv) There is otherwise a regular and close working relationship between the entities; or 

(C) A  controlling  owner  (50%  or  greater  interest  as  a  shareholder  or  as  a  general  partner)  in  one  entity  also  is  a 
controlling owner in the other entity. 
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PURPOSE 
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast QMD) has developed a Financial 
Incentive Program to Reduce Emissions from Hexavalent Chromium Facilities (referred to as the 
Program). Under the Program, South Coast AQMD has issued a separate Program Announcement 
(PA) to provide incentive funds to hexavalent chromium facilities (includes chrome plating and 
chromic acid anodizing facilities) to implement projects that reduce hexavalent chromium 
emissions beyond regulatory requirements by transitioning to less toxic non-hexavalent chromium 
plating alternatives. Many of the hexavalent chromium facilities anticipated to participate in the 
Program are small businesses that do not have the capacity to identify contractors to implement 
projects; therefore, the South Coast AQMD developed this PA to identify contractors interested in 
providing hexavalent chromium facilities with engineering design and installation services. 
Facilities selected to participate in the Program that do not identify contractors will be provided 
with information on the contractors responding to this PA.   

BACKGROUND 
Hexavalent chromium is a potent carcinogen and is associated with nasal and lung cancer. South 
Coast AQMD Rule 1469 - Hexavalent Chromium Emissions from Chromium Electroplating and 
Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations (Rule 1469) establishes requirements for reducing 
hexavalent chromium emissions from chrome plating and anodizing facilities. The California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) has made funding available to local air districts to implement air 
pollution reduction projects. South Coast AQMD has allocated a portion of the funding for 
hexavalent chromium facilities to implement projects that reduce hexavalent chromium emissions 
beyond current regulatory requirements.   

South Coast AQMD prepared a Project Plan entitled, “Emissions Reduction from Hexavalent 
Chromium Facilities” that describes project eligibility and participant requirements for entities 
seeking Program funding. The Project Plan generally follows Chapter 4 of the CARB Community 
Air Protection 2019 Guidelines (2019 CARB Guidelines) except for payment of a higher 
percentage of project costs for small businesses. The Project Plan, which was released in May 
2021 and approved by CARB in June 2021, allowed funding for either installing add-on pollution 
controls to hexavalent chromium tanks or converting to trivalent chromium or other less toxic 
alternatives to hexavalent chromium. Since the release of that Project Plan, CARB proposed a 
phase-out of hexavalent chromium; therefore, the South Coast AQMD is no longer proposing to 
fund the installation of add-on controls but will seek to fund projects that convert to less toxic 
alternatives to hexavalent chromium. Considering the CARB approved Project Plan included both 
options, the Project Plan was not amended; however, this PA is specific to funding projects that 
convert to the less toxic trivalent chromium plating operations or other non-hexavalent chromium 
metal finishing alternatives. 

The South Coast AQMD has identified up to $5,040,000 in incentive funds and is seeking to 
identify contractors to assist hexavalent chromium facility owners or operators to implement 
hexavalent chromium emission reduction projects above and beyond current requirements of Rule 

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/tao-capp-incentives/south-coast-hex-chrom-reduction-project-plan_05132021.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/tao-capp-incentives/south-coast-hex-chrom-reduction-project-plan_05132021.pdf?sfvrsn=8
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/tao-capp-incentives/south-coast-hex-chrom-reduction-project-plan_05132021.pdf?sfvrsn=8
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1469. Participating in the South Coast AQMD Program offers contractors the opportunity to 
provide a valuable service to owners of eligible facilities to implement important projects that will 
reduce air pollution. Participating contractors would enter into a contract with the South Coast 
AQMD in order to receive payment for completed tasks.  

PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
The following is a summary of the Project Plan eligibility requirements. Additional information 
on projects that can be funded under this PA is included under the heading, Eligible Projects. The 
increased funding for small businesses is described below under the heading, Funding Limits. 

Contractor Experience – As mentioned, the Program is specific to funding projects that involve 
conversion to a trivalent chromium or less toxic alternative to hexavalent chromium. The 
equipment needed for trivalent chromium conversion may vary by facility; however, examples of 
equipment that may be required for trivalent chromium plating conversion include the following:  

• Trichrome plating tank 
• New plating anodes 
• Trichrome rinse tanks (including pre-rinse tank) 
• New rectifier 
• Tank air agitation system with air blower 
• Continuous filtration system 
• Tank heating/cooling system 
• Amp-hour meter/feeders with pumps 
• Ion exchange system 

Contractors replying to this PA must have a demonstrated experience in installing these types of 
equipment and processes.   

Project Funding – A funding amount of up to $5,040,000 is available from South Coast AQMD 
to implement the Program. Funding is limited and may be revised at any time. All contractors 
participating in the Program are required to enter into a contract with South Coast AQMD.  

Funding Limits – Rule 1469 allows facilities with low usage to use chemical fume suppressants 
instead of installing more expensive add-on air pollution control devices. Based on facility 
information obtained during development of Rule 1469, most of the facilities relying on chemical 
fume suppressants as the sole source of emissions control are decorative operations that are also 
considered small businesses and might not be able to come up with the incremental portion of 
project costs. Therefore, to allow for Program participation, South Coast AQMD is specifying that 
for small businesses, 100% of the eligible project costs can be reimbursed. Facilities would be 
required to maintain and operate the equipment for the term of the project, which is three years. 
During the project term, the facility would be responsible for ongoing operation and maintenance 
costs, such as electricity use. Project funding limits are a total maximum grant amount of $300,000 
per facility.  
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Consistent with Table 4-2 of 2019 CARB Guidelines – Chapter 4, except for small businesses, the 
project funding limits are as follows: 

Funding limit Decorative Operations Non-Decorative Operations 
Maximum total grant amount, 
including initial performance 
test 

$300,000 $300,000 

Maximum percentage of 
eligible cost 

90% for trivalent chromium 
conversion; or 80% for all 
other projects 

90% for all projects 

Maximum Percentage of 
eligible cost for Small 
Business*  

100% 90% for all projects 

*Small Business Definition: Facility is independently owned and operated with average annual gross 
receipts of three million dollars ($3,000,000) or less, averaged over the previous three years, and 25 or 
fewer employees. 

South Coast AQMD retains the discretion to make full, partial, or no awards. If the Program is 
undersubscribed, the South Coast AQMD may reallocate funding to implement a backup list of 
mobile source projects. 

Contract Payment - The Program includes two contract payment options: 1) reimbursement after 
project completion or 2) payment after completion of individual contract milestones (e.g., 
engineering and design, installation, etc.). Program payment provisions will be established during 
the contract development process.   

Eligible Costs - Funds may only pay for items essential to the conversion to trivalent chromium 
or other non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives system, including: 

A. Design and engineering (e.g., labor, site preparation) 

B. Replacement technology and materials 
C. Instrumentation and monitoring units  

D. Required ventilation ductwork and electrical upgrades  
E. Installation 

F. Initial performance tests conducted to confirm post-technology emissions  
G. Shipping and delivery costs 
H. License fees, environmental fees, commissioning fees (safety testing), onsite required 

safety equipment, and fees incurred during pre-contract execution (i.e., permits, design, 
engineering, site preparation) 

Program Schedule – The implementation schedule for the Financial Incentive Program to Reduce 
Emissions from Hexavalent Chromium Facilities Program Announcement (PA 2023-02) is shown 
below in Table 1. 



  PA 2023-02 

4 

Table 1: Schedule 

August 5, 2022 Issue PA 2023-02 

Ongoing Proposals are reviewed and contracts are issued until 
funding is exhausted 

May 1, 2024 All final invoices and supporting documentation for 
payment must be received 

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
Submitted proposals must follow the format outlined below and all requested information must be 
supplied. Failure to submit proposals in the required format will result in elimination from proposal 
evaluation. It is the responsibility of the contractor to ensure that all information submitted is 
accurate and complete. 

Proposal Elements – All proposals must contain the following: 

Cover Letter – Transmittal of a proposal must be accompanied by a cover letter signed 
by the owner of the contracting company 

Proposal Elements A-E – Proposals must include the following completed elements, 
and all required supporting documentation as requested: 

Element A: Proposal Form (Attachment A) 
Element B: Project Description/ Statement of Work 
Element C: Project Budget 
Element D: Project Implementation Schedule 
Element E: Business Information Request (BIR) Forms (Attachment B) 

The following section summarizes each element that must be completed by the contractor and 
submitted in accordance with the instructions provided in this PA under “Proposal Submittal 
Instructions”.   

• Cover Letter – must be signed by the owner of the contracting company. This document 
should summarize the intent of the proposal and include contact information including but 
not limited to company website URL, telephone and e-mail address of the contact person(s) 
for technical and contractual matters, and any other relevant contact information. 

• Element A: Proposal Form – includes general information from the contractor. This 
information is to be provided in the designated spaces on the template attached to this PA. 

• Element B: Project Description/Statement of Work – describes the proposed project 
including a) project goals and objectives; b) statement of work which should include a 
detailed description of the services that can be provided; c) work experiences, including 
experience in converting hexavalent chromium operations to trivalent chromium or other 
non-hexavalent chromium metal finishing alternatives, d) use of subcontractors, if any; e) 
duties of key project staff, including Project Manager, f) project deliverables specifying 
the individual tasks to be completed (e.g., engineering/design, permitting, equipment 
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purchases/installation, source tests, etc.), and g) licenses, including the contractor licenses 
or certificates necessary to conduct above described tasks. 

• Element C: Project Budget – A breakdown of costs by tasks identified above, including a) 
labor costs, b) subcontractor costs, if any, and c) anticipated equipment costs. Contractors 
need to inform vendors of the time frame of the award process so that project costs reflect 
the projected purchase date. Note that any orders placed, or payments made in advance of 
an executed contract with the South Coast AQMD are done at the risk of the contractor. 
The South Coast AQMD has no obligation to provide funding until a contract is fully 
executed by both parties.  

• Element D: Project Implementation Schedule – Submittal of a schedule that identifies key 
project milestones, task completion dates, and any anticipated barriers to completion. 
Please note that all projects must be completed, and final invoices received no later May 
1, 2024. 

• Element E: Business Information Request (BIR) Forms – BIR forms must be completed 
and submitted with the proposal; required forms are attached to this PA. If recommended 
for an award, you will be required to provide an updated Campaign Contribution 
Disclosure form at that time.   

PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS  
The contractor shall submit the original proposal plus three (3) complete hard copies and one 
(1) digital copy of the entire proposal package. Each hard copy is to be marked “Program 
Announcement PA 2023-02.” These hard copies should be placed together in a sealed envelope, 
plainly marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name, address, email, and phone number of 
the applicant. Hard copy proposals are mandatory, failure to submit a hard copy proposal will 
result in proposal rejection. Faxed proposals will not be accepted. All proposals will be reviewed 
but early submittals are encouraged recognizing that funding is limited and all projects must be 
completed and final invoices received no later than May 1, 2024. 

The PA 2023-02 document can also be accessed via the internet by visiting South Coast AQMD’s 
website at: http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids  

The hardcopy proposal package must be addressed to:  

  Mr. Dean D. Hughbanks, Procurement Manager  
  Re: Program Announcement PA 2023-02 

Financial Incentive Program to Reduce Emissions from Hexavalent 
Chromium Facilities  

  South Coast Air Quality Management District  
  21865 Copley Drive  
  Diamond Bar, CA 91765  
 
All proposals must be signed by the owner of the contacting business. Please note that faxed 
proposals will not be accepted. Once submitted, proposals cannot be altered without the prior 

http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
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written consent of South Coast AQMD. South Coast AQMD reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals if they do not meet the requirements of the PA including those listed below. All 
responses become the property of South Coast AQMD, and one copy of the proposal will be 
retained for South Coast AQMD files.   

Proposals may be immediately rejected if: 

• It is not prepared in the format described  
• It is not signed by the owner of the contracting business 
• It does not include all elements as outlined under “Proposal Elements” required in this PA 

PROPOSAL EVALUATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS 
Awards will be made through contracts until all funding is exhausted. Contractors will be required 
to enter a “Fixed Price” contract with South Coast AQMD for specific tasks.  Payments will be 
based upon task deliverables.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & ASSISTANCE  
This PA can be accessed at the South Coast AQMD website at http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-
bids. South Coast AQMD staff members are available to answer questions on the PA.  

For General, Administrative, or Technical Assistance, please contact:  

Michael Laybourn 
Program Supervisor  
Planning, Rule Development, & Implementation 
Phone 909-396-3066  
mlaybourn@aqmd.gov  
 
Tiffani To 
Air Quality Specialist 
Planning, Rule Development, & Implementation 
Phone: 909-396- 2738 
tto@aqmd.gov  
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
http://www.aqmd.gov/nav/grants-bids
mailto:mlaybourn@aqmd.gov
mailto:mlaybourn@aqmd.gov
mailto:tto@aqmd.gov
mailto:tto@aqmd.gov
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Proposal to Provide Contracting Services  
to Facilities that Convert Hexavalent Chromium  

Plating Lines or Chromic Acid Anodizing Operations to 
Non-Hexavalent Chromium Metal Finishing Alternatives  

 
Proposal Form 

 
PA 2023-02 
Attachment A 

Part I: Applicant information 

Contractor Name:  
Address:  
County:  
Contact Person:  
Title:  
Phone:  
Fax:  
Email:  

 

Part II: Certification - Please initial each statement then sign and date the form. 

Contractor shall: 

_____ disclose any other source(s) of funding that has been applied for and will be used for the same 
project, including the source of funds, amount and the purpose for funding. 

_____ disclose the value of any existing financial incentive that directly reduces the project cost, 
including tax credits, or deductions, grants or other public financial assistance for the same 
equipment. 

Applicant understands: 

_____ an incomplete or illegible proposal including proposals that are missing required information may 
be rejected by the South Coast AQMD at their discretion. 

_____ the South Coast AQMD may release the information the proposal contains to third parties if 
required by state and federal public records laws. 

 

     
Signature  Print Name & Title  Date 
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South Coast 
Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 
(909) 396-2000 • www.aqmd.gov 

 
 

Business Information Request 
 
 
Dear South Coast AQMD Contractor/Supplier: 
 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD) is committed to ensuring that 
our contractor/supplier records are current and accurate.  If your firm is selected for award of a 
purchase order or contract, it is imperative that the information requested herein be supplied in a 
timely manner to facilitate payment of invoices.  In order to process your payments, we need the 
enclosed information regarding your account.  Please review and complete the information 
identified on the following pages, remember to sign all documents for our files, and return 
them as soon as possible to the address below: 
 
 Attention:  Accounts Payable, Accounting Department 
 South Coast Air Quality Management District 
 21865 Copley Drive 
 Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 
 
If you do not return this information, we will not be able to establish you as a vendor.  This will 
delay any payments and would still necessitate your submittal of the enclosed information to our 
Accounting department before payment could be initiated.  Completion of this document and 
enclosed forms would ensure that your payments are processed timely and accurately. 
 
If you have any questions or need assistance in completing this information, please contact 
Accounting at (909) 396-3777.  We appreciate your cooperation in completing this necessary 
information. 
 

 Sincerely, 
 

 Sujata Jain 
 Chief Financial Officer 

 
DH:nd 
 
Enclosures: Business Information Request  
 Disadvantaged Business Certification  
 W-9 
 Form 590 Withholding Exemption Certificate 
 Federal Contract Debarment Certification 
 Campaign Contributions Disclosure 
 

REV 6/22

http://www.aqmd.gov/
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South Coast 
Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178 
(909) 396-2000 • www.aqmd.gov 

 
 

BUSINESS INFORMATION REQUEST 
 

Business Name  

Division of 
 

Subsidiary of 
 

Website Address 
 

Type of Business 
Check One: 

� Individual  
� DBA, Name _______________, County Filed in _______________ 
� Corporation, ID No. ________________ 
� LLC/LLP, ID No. _______________ 
� Other _______________ 

 
REMITTING ADDRESS INFORMATION 

Address 

 

 

City/Town  

State/Province  Zip  

Phone (     )      -          Ext                Fax (     )      -      

Contact  Title  

E-mail Address  

Payment Name if 
Different 

 

 
All invoices must reference the corresponding Purchase Order Number(s)/Contract Number(s) if 
applicable and mailed to:  
 

Attention:  Accounts Payable, Accounting Department 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 

21865 Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765-4178 

http://www.aqmd.gov/
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BUSINESS STATUS CERTIFICATIONS  
 
 
Federal guidance for utilization of disadvantaged business enterprises allows a vendor to be deemed a small business enterprise (SBE), 

minority business enterprise (MBE) or women business enterprise (WBE) if it meets the criteria below.   

• is certified by the Small Business Administration or 
• is certified by a state or federal agency or 
• is an independent MBE(s) or WBE(s) business concern which is at least 51 percent owned and controlled by minority group member(s) 

who are citizens of the United States. 
 
Statements of certification: 
 

As a prime contractor to South Coast AQMD,   (name of business) will engage in good faith efforts 
to achieve the fair share in accordance with 40 CFR Section 33.301, and will follow the six affirmative steps listed below for 
contracts or purchase orders funded in whole or in part by federal grants and contracts. 
 
1. Place qualified SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs on solicitation lists. 
2. Assure that SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs are solicited whenever possible. 
3. When economically feasible, divide total requirements into small tasks or quantities to permit greater participation by 

SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
4. Establish delivery schedules, if possible, to encourage participation by SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
5. Use services of Small Business Administration, Minority Business Development Agency of the Department of 

Commerce, and/or any agency authorized as a clearinghouse for SBEs, MBEs, and WBEs. 
6. If subcontracts are to be let, take the above affirmative steps. 

Self-Certification Verification: Also for use in awarding additional points, as applicable, in accordance with South 
Coast AQMD Procurement Policy and Procedure: 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

 Small Business Enterprise/Small Business Joint Venture   Women-owned Business Enterprise 
 Local business    Disabled Veteran-owned Business Enterprise/DVBE Joint Venture 
 Minority-owned Business Enterprise  Most Favored Customer Pricing Certification 

 
Percent of ownership:      %  
 
Name of Qualifying Owner(s):       
 
State of California Public Works Contractor Registration No. ______________________.    MUST BE 
INCLUDED IF BID PROPOSAL IS FOR PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT. 
 
 
 
I, the undersigned, hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge the above information is accurate.  Upon penalty of perjury, I certify 
information submitted is factual. 
 
 
      
 NAME TITLE 
 
      
 TELEPHONE NUMBER DATE 
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Definitions 
 
Disabled Veteran-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 

• is a sole proprietorship or partnership of which is at least 51 percent owned by one or more disabled veterans, 
or in the case of any business whose stock is publicly held, at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or 
more disabled veterans; a subsidiary which is wholly owned by a parent corporation but only if at least 51 
percent of the voting stock of the parent corporation is owned by one or more disabled veterans; or a joint 
venture in which at least 51 percent of the joint venture’s management and control and earnings are held by 
one or more disabled veterans. 

• the management and control of the daily business operations are by one or more disabled veterans.  The 
disabled veterans who exercise management and control are not required to be the same disabled veterans as 
the owners of the business. 

• is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, or joint venture with its primary headquarters office located 
in the United States and which is not a branch or subsidiary of a foreign corporation, firm, or other foreign-
based business. 

 
Joint Venture means that one party to the joint venture is a DVBE and owns at least 51 percent of the joint venture.  In the case 
of a joint venture formed for a single project this means that DVBE will receive at least 51 percent of the project dollars. 
 
Local Business means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• has an ongoing business within the boundary of South Coast AQMD at the time of bid application. 
• performs 90 percent of the work within South Coast AQMD’s jurisdiction. 

 
Minority-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• is at least 51 percent owned by one or more minority persons or in the case of any business whose stock is 
publicly held, at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or more minority persons.  

• is a business whose management and daily business operations are controlled or owned by one or more 
minority person. 

• is a business which is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, joint venture, an association, or a 
cooperative with its primary headquarters office located in the United States, which is not a branch or 
subsidiary of a foreign corporation, foreign firm, or other foreign business.  

 
 “Minority” person means a Black American, Hispanic American, Native American (including American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut, 
and Native Hawaiian), Asian-Indian American (including a person whose origins are from India, Pakistan, or Bangladesh), 
Asian-Pacific American (including a person whose origins are from Japan, China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Korea, Samoa, 
Guam, the United States Trust Territories of the Pacific, Northern Marianas, Laos, Cambodia, or Taiwan). 
 
Small Business Enterprise means a business that meets the following criteria: 
 

a. 1) an independently owned and operated business; 2) not dominant in its field of operation; 3) together with affiliates 
is either: 

 
• A service, construction, or non-manufacturer with 100 or fewer employees, and average annual 

gross receipts of ten million dollars ($10,000,000) or less over the previous three years, or 
 

• A manufacturer with 100 or fewer employees. 
 

b. Manufacturer means a business that is both of the following: 
 

1) Primarily engaged in the chemical or mechanical transformation of raw materials or processed substances into 
new products. 

 
2) Classified between Codes 311000 to 339000, inclusive, of the North American Industrial Classification System 

(NAICS) Manual published by the United States Office of Management and Budget, 2007 edition. 
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Small Business Joint Venture means that one party to the joint venture is a Small Business and owns at least 51 percent of the 
joint venture.  In the case of a joint venture formed for a single project this means that the Small Business will receive at least 51 
percent of the project dollars. 
 
 
Women-Owned Business Enterprise means a business that meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• is at least 51 percent owned by one or more women or in the case of any business whose stock is publicly held, 
at least 51 percent of the stock is owned by one or more women.  

• is a business whose management and daily business operations are controlled or owned by one or more 
women. 

• is a business which is a sole proprietorship, corporation, partnership, or a joint venture, with its primary 
headquarters office located in the United States, which is not a branch or subsidiary of a foreign corporation, 
foreign firm, or other foreign business. 

 
 
Most Favored Customer as used in this policy means that the South Coast AQMD will receive at least as favorable pricing, 
warranties, conditions, benefits and terms as other customers or clients making similar purchases or receiving similar services.  
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Certification Regarding 
Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters 

 
The prospective participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief that it and the principals:  
(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 

voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency;  
(b) Have not within a three year period preceding this proposal been convicted of or had a civil 

judgement rendered against them or commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection 
with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, or local) 
transaction or contract under a public transaction: violation of Federal or State antitrust statute 
or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, 
making false statements, or receiving stolen property:  

(c) Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a government entity 
(Federal, State, or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (b) 
of this certification; and  

(d) Have not within a three-year period preceding this application/proposal had one or more public 
transactions (Federal, State, or local) terminated for cause or default.  

 
I understand that a false statement on this certification may be grounds for rejection of this proposal 
or termination of the award. In addition, under 18 USC Sec. 1001, a false statement may result in 
a fine of up to $10,000 or imprisonment for up to 5 years, or both.  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________  
Typed Name & Title of Authorized Representative  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________  
Signature of Authorized Representative Date  
 
 
  I am unable to certify to the above statements.  My explanation is attached.  
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- 

 
 
 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS DISCLOSURE 
 

In accordance with California law, bidders and contracting parties are required to disclose, at the time the application is 
filed, information relating to any campaign contributions made to South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD) Board Members or members/alternates of the MSRC, including: the name of the party making the 
contribution (which includes any parent, subsidiary or otherwise related business entity, as defined below), the amount 
of the contribution, and the date the contribution was made. 2 C.C.R. §18438.8(b). Where a proposed rule or proposed 
amended rule impacts three or fewer facilities, those facilities will be treated in much the same manner as contracting 
parties and so must also complete this form, disclosing information relating to any campaign contributions made to any 
SCAQMD Board Members. See Quadri Advice Letter (2002) A-02.096.1 In the event that a qualifying campaign 
contribution is made, the Board Member to whom it was made may be disqualified from participating in the actions 
involving that donor. 
 
California law prohibits a party, or an agent, from making campaign contributions to SCAQMD Governing Board 
Members or members/alternates of the Mobile Source Air Pollution Reduction Review Committee (MSRC) of more 
than $250 while their contract or permit is pending before the SCAQMD; and further prohibits a campaign contribution 
from being made for three (3) months following the date of the final decision by the Governing Board or the MSRC on 
a donor’s contract or permit. Gov’t Code §84308(d). For purposes of reaching the $250 limit, the campaign contributions 
of the bidder or contractor plus contributions by its parents, affiliates, and related companies of the contractor or bidder 
are added together.  2 C.C.R. §18438.5. 
 
In addition, SCAQMD Board Members or members/alternates of the MSRC must abstain from voting on a contract or 
permit if they have received a campaign contribution from a party or participant to the proceeding, or agent, totaling 
more than $250 in the 12-month period prior to the consideration of the item by the Governing Board or the MSRC. 
Gov’t Code §84308(c). 
 
The list of current SCAQMD Governing Board Members can be found at the SCAQMD website (www.aqmd.gov). The 
list of current MSRC members/alternates can be found at the MSRC website 
(http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org). 

 

SECTION I. 
Contractor (Legal Name):    

 

 

 

List any parent, subsidiaries, or otherwise affiliated business entities of Contractor: 
(See definition below). 

 
 

 
 

 

SECTION II. 
 

Has Contractor and/or any parent, subsidiary, or affiliated company, or agent thereof, made a 
campaign  contribution(s)  totaling  $250  or  more  in  the  aggregate  to  a  current  member  of the 
 

 

1 The information provided on this form does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal advice. To the extent 
that you may have questions regarding any case law, citations, or legal interpretations provided above please 
seek the guidance of your own independent counsel. 

 

  ,      

  .   

  .    

http://www.aqmd.gov/
http://www.cleantransportationfunding.org/
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South Coast Air Quality Management Governing Board or member/alternate of the MSRC in the 12 
months preceding the date of execution of this disclosure?  
 

  Yes   No If YES, complete Section II below and then sign and date the form. 
If NO, sign and date below.  Include this form with your submittal. Campaign Contributions 
Disclosure, continued: 

Name of Contributor    
 
 

   

Governing Board Member or MSRC Member/Alternate Amount of Contribution Date of Contribution 
 
 

Name of Contributor    
 
 

   

Governing Board Member or MSRC Member/Alternate Amount of Contribution Date of Contribution 
 
 

Name of Contributor    
 
 

   

Governing Board Member or MSRC Member/Alternate Amount of Contribution Date of Contribution 
 
 

Name of Contributor    
 
 

   

Governing Board Member or MSRC Member/Alternate Amount of Contribution Date of Contribution 
 

I declare the foregoing disclosures to be true and correct. 
 

By:   
 

Title:   
 

Date:   

 

 
DEFINITIONS 

 
Parent, Subsidiary, or Otherwise Related Business Entity (2 Cal. Code of Regs., §18703.1(d).) 

 
(1) Parent  subsidiary.  A  parent  subsidiary  relationship  exists  when  one  corporation  directly  or  indirectly  owns  shares 

possessing more than 50 percent of the voting power of another corporation. 
 

(2) Otherwise  related  business  entity.  Business  entities,  including  corporations,  partnerships,  joint  ventures  and  any  other 
organizations and enterprises operated for profit, which do not have a parent subsidiary relationship are otherwise related if 
any one of the following three tests is met: 

(A) One business entity has a controlling ownership interest in the other business entity. 
(B) There is shared management and control between the entities. In determining whether there is shared management 

and control, consideration should be given to the following factors: 
(i) The same person or substantially the same person owns and manages the two entities; 
(ii) There are common or commingled funds or assets; 
(iii) The business entities share the use of the same offices or employees, or otherwise share activities, resources or 

personnel on a regular basis; 
(iv) There is otherwise a regular and close working relationship between the entities; or 

(C) A  controlling  owner  (50%  or  greater  interest  as  a  shareholder  or  as  a  general  partner)  in  one  entity  also  is  a 
controlling owner in the other entity. 
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