
 
 
 
 
BOARD MEETING DATE:  June 3, 2022 AGENDA NO.  24   
 
REPORT:  California Air Resources Board Monthly Meeting 
 
SYNOPSIS: The California Air Resources Board held meetings on May 19 and  

May 20, 2022. The following is a summary of the meetings. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Receive and file. 
 
 
 

Gideon Kracov, Member 
South Coast AQMD Governing Board 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB or Board) held a meeting remotely on 
May 19 and 20, 2022 via a web-based videoconferencing service. The key items 
presented are summarized below. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
22-7-1:  Public Meeting to Hear an Informational Update on the California 

Air Resources Board’s Racial Equity and Diversity Efforts 
The Board heard an update on CARB’s racial equity and diversity efforts as it relates to 
implementation of Board Resolution 20-33. On October 28, 2020, the Board approved 
Resolution 20-33, which directs staff to establish and continue enhancing proactive 
measures to ensure racial equity permeates all of CARB’s activities, both internal and 
external. These efforts are outlined in CARB’s Racial Equity Framework which 
describes the conceptual framework to improve racial equity and provides a model of 
organizational changes in the agency to accomplish this. The Board heard from staff on 
efforts at CARB including the Diversity and Racial Equity Task Force’s 90 Day 
Challenge, CARB’s proposed concept for a Racial Equity Assessment Lens, and other 
updates that show CARB’s ongoing development and implementation of its racial 
equity efforts. 
 
22-7-2:  Public Meeting to Receive Informational Update on Assembly Bill 617 

Statewide Strategy  
The Board heard an update on revisions to the Assembly Bill 617 (AB 617) Statewide 
Strategy, known as the Blueprint. The Blueprint was first approved by the Board in 
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2018, and outlines California’s process for identifying disproportionately impacted 
communities and developing strategies to reduce emissions of criteria air pollutants and 
toxic air contaminants in those communities. AB 617 requires CARB to update the 
Blueprint every five years. The Board was informed on the Blueprint revision progress 
by a representative panel of the AB 617 Consultation Group.  The Consultation Group, 
chaired by Board Member Dr. John Balmes, was formed in 2020 to begin the revision 
of the current Blueprint. The Consultation Group provided recommended changes to the 
Blueprint that would more deeply empower community members, improve governance 
of community steering committees, and apply a racial equity lens to the work of 
achieving emissions and exposure reductions in these disproportionately impacted 
communities. CARB staff also presented efforts to re-envision the Blueprint to bring 
benefits to a greater number of impacted communities in California. 
 
South Cost AQMD Staff Comments/Testimony: Staff participated in an AB 617 
focused panel to share lessons learned and provide recommendations for updates to 
CARB’s Program Blueprint revision. Key highlights emphasized the need for flexibility 
according to individual community needs, establishing community readiness for the  
AB 617 process, and setting stakeholder expectations for developing Community 
Emission Reduction Plans. 
 
22-7-3:  2020-2021 Haagen-Smit Clean Air Awards 
The Board presented the 2020-2021 Haagen-Smit Clean Air Awards recognizing 
outstanding air quality achievements in research, climate change science, technology 
advancements, and environmental justice. The six awards for 2020 and 2021 were given 
to extraordinary individuals who have made significant and lifetime contributions in air 
quality and climate change science. 
 
22-7-4:  Public Meeting to Hear an Informational Update on the California 

Air Resources Board’s Academic Memorandums of Understanding 
with Educational Institutions 

The Board heard an update on the Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) between 
CARB and our educational partners in the Riverside area. The mutually beneficial 
partnerships will allow these educational partners to utilize the CARB Riverside facility 
to offer classes, tours and provide educational opportunities for local institutions to 
inspire students to learn more about air quality, the impacts of climate change and 
CARB’s efforts to clean the air. In this action, CARB signed updated MOUs with the 
University of California at Riverside, Riverside Community College District, and the 
Riverside Unified School District. The Board also formalized new MOUs with the 
Alvord Unified School District, Cal Baptist University, La Sierra University, and the 
Riverside County Office of Education. These MOUs will facilitate highly cooperative 
educational and workforce development opportunities. 
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