
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD MEETING DATE:  March 3, 2023 AGENDA NO.  22 
 
REPORT:  California Air Resources Board Monthly Meeting 
 
SYNOPSIS: The California Air Resources Board held a public meeting on 

February 23, 2023. The following is a summary of the meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Receive and file. 
 
 
 

Gideon Kracov, Member 
South Coast AQMD Governing Board 
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The California Air Resources Board (CARB or Board) held a public meeting on 
February 23, 2023 in Sacramento, California at the California Environmental Protection 
Agency Headquarters Building. The key items presented are summarized below. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
23-2-1:  Public Meeting to Consider the Western Mojave Desert 70 Parts Per 

Billion Ozone Attainment Plan 

The Board adopted the Western Mojave Desert Nonattainment Area (WMD) 70 parts 
per billion (ppb) Ozone Attainment Plan (Plan), along with the relevant portions of the 
accompanying CARB Staff Report. In 2015, the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA) strengthened the 8-hour ozone standard from 75 ppb to a more 
health-protective level of 70 ppb (70 ppb ozone standard). U.S. EPA designated and 
classified the WMD as a Severe nonattainment area for the 70 ppb ozone standard. The 
Plan incorporates the Mojave Desert Federal 70 ppb Ozone Nonattainment Plan for 
WMD adopted by the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District and the 
Antelope Valley Federal 70 ppb Ozone Nonattainment Plan for WMD adopted by the 
Antelope Valley Air Quality Management District. The Board also adopted the State's 
2032 aggregate emission reduction commitment for the WMD. The Plan demonstrates 
that the WMD will attain the 70-ppb ozone standard by the attainment date. The Board 
directed CARB staff to submit the Plan to the U.S. EPA for inclusion in the California 
State Implementation Plan. 
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23-2-2:  Public Meeting to Consider Fifth Annual Community 
Recommendations and Update the Board on the Annual Assembly 
Bill 617 Implementation Memorandum 

The Board approved the selection of two new communities for the Community Air 
Protection Program (Program). Assembly Bill 617 (AB 617) requires CARB to annually 
consider the selection of communities affected by a high cumulative exposure burden 
for inclusion in the Program. Communities included in the Program will develop 
Community Emissions Reduction Programs (CERPs) and/or Community Air 
Monitoring Plans (CAMPs). For 2023, the Board selected the Bayview Hunters 
Point/Southeast San Francisco community in the Bay Area, which will develop a CERP. 
The Board also selected the cities of Westmorland, Brawley and Calipatria, located in 
the northern portion of Imperial County and formally designated as the “North End 
Phase 1 Community.” This community will develop both a CERP and CAMP. With the 
addition of these two communities, there are now nineteen communities across 
California in the Program. The Board also heard an update on the Annual AB 617 
Implementation Memorandum. The update covered AB 617 funding, air quality 
monitoring, CERP strategies, community resources and related tools, along with a 
discussion on the AB 617 consultation group engagement. 
 
South Coast AQMD Staff Comments/Testimony: Wayne Nastri, Executive Officer, 
provided an update on South Coast AQMD’s experience in implementing AB 617 
CERPs and CAMPs for its six communities and managing the complexities of 
community expectations. He addressed concerns surrounding the selection of additional 
AB 617 communities due to funding shortages and noted that the absence of sustainable 
funding is an impediment to air districts that would like to recommend additional 
communities for inclusion in the program. He urged CARB’s Board to adopt policies 
and take actions aimed at ensuring sufficient funding for both AB 617 implementation 
and incentive programs. 
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/california-state-implementation-plans/nonattainment-area-plans/western-mojave
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2023/wmojaveozoneplannotice.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/Staff_Report_Mojave_Desert.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/board/books/2023/022323/23-2-1bis.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/board/books/2023/022323/23-2-1bis.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/board/books/2023/022323/prores23-6.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/applications/public-comments
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/applications/public-comments
https://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/iframe_bccommlog.php?listname=wmojaveozoneplan
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/capp
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2023/ab617notice.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/23%2001%2019%20Fifth%20Annual%20CAPP%20RECs%20Staff%20Report.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/board/books/2023/022323/23-2-2bis.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/board/books/2023/022323/23-2-2pres.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/board/books/2023/022323/23-2-2pres.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/board/books/2023/022323/prores23-7.pdf
https://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/iframe_bclist.php
https://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/iframe_bclist.php
https://www.arb.ca.gov/lispub/comm/iframe_bclogs.php
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