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ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE

Equitable environmental

policymaking and enforcement 

to protect the health of all 

residents, regardless of age, 

culture, ethnicity, gender, race, 
socioeconomic status, or 

geographic location, from 

the health effects of air pollution

-SOUTH COAST AQMD



ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

COMMUNITY 

ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 

COMMUNITY 



WHAT LEADS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INJUSTICE?

NO

VOICE



ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

AT THE SOUTH COAST AQMD

❖ Since joining the Board, Chairman 

Burke has made environmental justice 

(EJ) a top priority for the District

❖ In 1997, the South Coast AQMD 

adopted four guiding principles and 

10 EJ initiatives. Since then, EJ has 

been interwoven into many initiatives 

at the District 

❖ In 2009, the Governing Board 

restructured the Ethnic Community 

Advisory Council to the Environmental 

Justice Advisory Group (EJAG)

❖ In 2015, Chairman Burke launched 

the Environmental Justice Community 

Partnership (EJCP)



• All basin residents have the right 

to live and work in an 

environment of clean air, free of 

airborne health threats.

• Government is obligated to 

protect the public health.

Clean Air Ranger Education Program 
Honey Hollow Elementary School

4/25/19

Guiding Principles of 

Environmental Justice



• The public and private sectors have the right to be informed of 

scientific findings concerning hazardous and toxic emission 

levels, and to participate in the development and 

implementation of adequate environmental regulations in their 

communities.

• The Governing Board is to uphold the civic expectation that the 

public and private sectors of the basin will engage in practices 

that contribute to a healthy economy and truly  livable 

environment.

Guiding Principles of 

Environmental Justice 
(continued)



Key To Environmental Justice 

MEANINGFUL COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT



ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (EJCP)



Lunch and Learn Slide

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP (EJCP)



SOUTH COAST 

AQMD 

ANNUAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

JUSTICE 

CONFERENCE 



❖Los Angeles County Public Works, California Safe Schools  
❖Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
❖California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
❖California Air Resources Board  
❖Del Amo Action Committee 
❖City of LA Sanitation, City of Los Angeles 
❖Los Angeles Department of Building & Safety, Local Enforcement 

Agency Program 
❖Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office  
❖California Environmental Protection Agency
❖Department of Toxic Substances Control 
❖County of Los Angeles – “The Works” App (211) 

Environmental 
Justice 

Inter-Agency 
Task Force

Inter-Agency Task Force 
Representatives include: 

The Task Force was created for 
government agencies with jurisdiction in 
Los Angeles County to better streamline 

the complaint process and promote 
environmental justice in the community.



Air Pollution and Health

Air Quality Flags

South Coast AQMD 

Mobile Application

“Do One Thing”

Demonstration of Zero 
Emission Equipment

Program Topics

CLEAN AIR RANGER EDUCATION (CARE) 

PROGRAM in Elementary Schools



2019 Environmental Justice 

Community Learning Tour

▪ California State University Los 
Angeles & Port of Los Angeles

▪ 35 Participants



Environmental Justice Community 
Partnership (EJCP) Advisory Council 

The EJCP Advisory Council was formed in 2016 as an agency 
initiative to strengthen and build upon South Coast AQMD’s 

relationships and alliances with community stakeholders and 
organizations. 

14 Members 

6 representing Los Angeles County  

3 representing Orange County

2 representing Riverside County

3 representing San Bernardino County 



Young 
Leaders
Advisory 
Council

YLAC’s Mission

The mission of the Young Leaders 
Advisory Council is for South Coast AQMD 

to educate and engage young adults 
regarding the region’s clean air issues and 

at the same time to garner
from them greater insight into their 
generation’s concerns, values and 

priorities about air quality.

17 Members 

4 representing Los Angeles County  

5 representing Orange County

4 representing Riverside County

4 representing San Bernardino 
County 



Environmental Justice 
Advisory Group

The mission of EJAG is to advise and assist South Coast AQMD in protecting 
and improving public health in the most impacted communities through the 

reduction and prevention of air pollution.

18 Members 

10 representing Los Angeles County  

2 representing Orange County

4 representing Riverside County

2 representing San Bernardino 
County 



ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Since 2015
South Coast AQMD has hosted:

12 Community Workshops

8 EJ Leader Awards

12  EJCP Meetings

14 EJAG Meetings

4 Young Leaders Advisory Council    

Meetings

3 Community Learning Tours

2 Inter-Agency Summits

1 Inter-Agency Task Force Meeting

4 EJ Conferences



2019 
EJCP Goals

Recruit new members and host quarterly EJCP 
meetings.  

Implement the Clean Air Ranger Education (CARE) 
Pilot Program, consisting of student assembly 
presentations in each of the four counties.  

Inter-Agency Task Force quarterly meetings. 

Community Learning Tour

Host the Fifth Annual Environmental Justice 
Conference

Engage and build long last relationships with 
community members, stakeholders, and 
community organizations.



AB 617

Community 
Plan

Community 
Air 

Monitoring

Community 
Emission 

Reduction 
Plans

Emissions 
Data

Best 
Emission 
Controls 

Easier 
Access to 
Emissions 

Data

Clean 
Technology 
Investments

Community 
Centered

1. Wilmington, 

West Long 
Beach, Carson

2. East Los 

Angeles, Boyle 

Heights, West 
Commerce

3. San Bernardino, 
Muscoy



Conclusion

As we continue to integrate 
environmental justice principles into the 
South Coast AQMD’s initiatives, we pave 

the way to clean the air for all.



Any Questions?


