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INTRODUCTION TO 

SOUTH COAST 

AQMD

Fabian R. Wesson

Assistant Deputy Executive Officer / Public Advisor

Legislative, Public Affairs & Media 

Southeast Los Angeles (SELA) Kick-off Meeting

January 9, 2020
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Who Are We?

Adopt air quality rules and regulations

o Enforce District rules through:
▪ Periodic Inspections
▪ Responding to air quality 

complaints

o Clean technology

o Air monitoring

o Public outreach

L o s A n g e l e s

C o u n t y

O ra n g e

C o u n ty

R i v e r s i d e

C o u n t y

S a n B e r n a r d i n o

C o u n t y

We are the regional government agency that 

cleans the air to protect public health
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• Adopts Health-Based 
National Air Quality 
Standards 

• Regulates Interstate 
Sources (Trains, Aircraft, 
Ships, etc.)

Federal
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency

(EPA)

• Monitor Air Quality; 
Issue Health Alerts

• Prepare Clean Air Plans

• Regulate over 27,000 
Stationary Sources

• Issue over 10,000 permits 
annually

Local
Air Districts 

(South Coast AQMD)

State
California Air

Resources Board
(CARB)

• Adopts Health-Based 
State Air Quality 
Standards

•Regulates Cars, Trucks, 
Fuels, Consumer 
Products

Air Quality: Regulatory Structure
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Refinery Power Plant

Automotive Painting Gas Station

Examples of Facilities We Regulate

Dry Cleaner

Hospital

4
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AB 617 OVERVIEW & CSC

SOUTHEAST LOS ANGELES (SELA) KICK-OFF MEETING

JANUARY 9, 2020

Gina Triviso 

Sr. Public Information Specialist

ASSEMBLY BILL 617

The Program’s 

focus is

to reduce exposure 

in communities 

most impacted by 

air pollution.

6

Photo Credit: CDC blog
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SOUTH COAST AQMD

AB 617 COMMUNITIES

5 communities:

Year 1:

1) Wilmington/Carson/West 
Long Beach; 

2) San Bernardino/Muscoy; and 

3) East Los Angeles/Boyle 
Heights/West Commerce.

Year 2:

1) South East Los Angeles

2) Eastern Coachella Valley  
7

SOUTH EAST LOS ANGELES (SELA):

SOUTH GATE, FLORENCE-FIRESTONE (EAST), WALNUT PARK, HUNTINGTON 

PARK (WEST), CUDAHY, BELL GARDENS (SOUTH) 
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Huntington 

Park (west)

South Gate

Walnut 

Park

Cudahy

Florence-

Firestone 

(east)

Bell 

Gardens 

(south)
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EASTERN COACHELLA VALLEY (ECV)

Coachella, Indio, Mecca, North Shore, Oasis, Thermal

9

9

Mecca

Coachella

Indio

Oasis

North Shore 

Thermal

AB 617 COMMUNITIES
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San 
Bernardino, 

Muscoy
(SBM)

Wilmington, 
Carson, 

West Long 
Beach

(WCWLB)

Boyle 
Heights, 
East Los 
Angeles, 

West 
Commerce

(BHELAWC)

Southeast 
Los 

Angeles

(SELA)

Eastern 
Coachella 

Valley

(ECV)

Community Engagement

Community 

Steering 

Committees (CSCs)

CSC 

meetings

Community 

workshops
Individual 

meetings

Community

Bus Tours

Technical 

Advisory Group

(TAG) 

meetings
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CERP & CAMP DEVELOPMENT

12
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Community ID 
Meetings are 

held 
throughout the 
South Coast 

AQMD

Self-
Nomination 
Forms are 

submitted by 
communities

South Coast 
AQMD 

recommends 
communities 

to CARB

CARB 
selects 
AB 617 

communities

Kick-off 
Meetings to 
begin the 

community 
planning 
process 

Accept 
Interest Forms 
from public and 

establish 
CSC 

membership

CSC 
Meetings  

convene to 
develop 
CERP & 
CAMP 

DRAFT CAMP is 
released for 

review & 
comment to CSC, 

CARB & Public

DRAFT 
CAMP 

revised based 
on comments 

received

DRAFT CERP 
is released for 
review to CSC 

& open for 
public comment

DRAFT 
CERP revised 

based on 
comments 
received

FINAL CERP 
submitted for 
approval to 

South Coast 
AQMD 

Governing Board

CERP 
submitted for 
approval to 

CARB 
Governing 

Board

South Coast 
AQMD 

implements 
CERP

Continued 
meetings with 

CSC for 
updates and 
progress on 

CAMP & CERP 
implementation

South Coast 
AQMD 

provides 
annual reports 

to CARB

Overview of the general pathway to implement the Community Emissions Reduction Plan (CERP) Process and Community Air 

Monitoring Plan (CAMP). 

Monitoring 

Deployed

1/7/19

WE ARE HERE

AB 617 – 2020 COMMUNITY STEERING COMMITTEE 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

January 9, 2020 Community Kick-off Meeting 

Location:

Salt Lake Park

6:00 – 8:30 pm

Huntington Park

February 6, 2020 Community Steering Committee 

Meeting

Location: TBD

March 12, 2020 Community Steering Committee 

Meeting

Location: TBD

April 9, 2020 Community Steering Committee 

Meeting

Location: TBD

June 11, 2020 Community Steering Committee Meeting

Location: TBD

September 10, 2020 Community Steering Committee 

Meeting

Location: South Gate Park Auditorium

6:00 – 8:30 pm

South Gate

October 8, 2020 Community Steering Committee 

Meeting

Location: TBD

November 5, 2020 Community Steering Committee 

Meeting

Location: South Gate Park Auditorium

6:00 – 8:30 pm

South Gate
14
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AIR QUALITY 101

JANUARY 9, 2020
Dianne Sanchez

Air Quality Specialist

TYPES OF AIR POLLUTION

Air pollution is a mixture of natural and man-made substances in the air we breathe

Regional

– Indirectly affects health by 

increasing exposure to air pollution

– Uniform gas levels worldwide that 

require global efforts 

– Can cause health problems in areas 

where levels are often high

– Federal and state standards to 

protect public health

– Can cause health problems, especially 

for people near sources

– Local standards to protect public 

health

e.g., Carbon dioxide e.g., Smoge.g., Diesel particulate matter

Greenhouse GasesCriteria PollutantsToxic Air Contaminants
GlobalLocal Regional

16
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• Carbon Monoxide

• Lead

• Nitrogen Dioxide 

(NO2)

• Particulate matter 

(PM)

• Ozone (O3)

• Sulfur Dioxide 

(SOx)

• Arsenic

• Hexavalent 

Chromium (CrVI) 

• Benzene

• Nickel

• Selenium

• Mercury

• Diesel particulate 

matter (Diesel PM)

Criteria 

pollutants

Toxic Air 

Contaminants

Greenhouse 

Gases

• Carbon Dioxide 

(CO2)

• Methane

• Nitrous Oxide (NOx)

• Chlorofluorocarbons 

(CFCs)

EXAMPLES OF AIR POLLUTION TYPES

Classes of 

Compounds 

• Oxides of nitrogen 

(NO + NO2 = NOx)

• Reactive organic 

gases (ROG)

• Particulate matter 

of 2.5 microns 

(PM2.5)
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DIFFERENT SOURCES OF AIR POLLUTION

Area

On-roadPoint

Off-road
Examples:

• Boilers

• Heaters

• Paints and coatings

Examples:

• Smokestacks

• Oil wells

Examples:

• Trains

• Forklifts

• Tractors

Examples:

• Cars

• Buses

• Trucks

18

Stationary Mobile
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WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF AIR POLLUTION 

IN SOUTHEAST LOS ANGELES?
2017 Preliminary Source Contributions (tons per year)

29%

39%

16%

16%

ROG (1,740 tpy)

43%

38%

12%

7%

PM2.5 (267 tpy)

Stationary

Area

On-Road

Off-Road

29%

5%
38%

28%

NOx (1,226 tpy)

Stationary

Area

On-Road

Off-Road

• Vehicles, trucks

• Fuel combustion for 

manufacturing, industrial 

mineral processes 

• Off-road equipment, trains

• Solvents

• Degreasing, coatings 

• Light-duty vehicles 

• Off-road equipment 

• Industrial processes, fuel 

combustion

• Cooking, residential fuel 

combustion

• Vehicles 19

Point Point

• What is a CERP?

– A local plan to reduce air pollution emissions by addressing community air quality priorities

– Includes actions to reduce emissions in partnership with community stakeholders

• How does the community provide direct input to the CERP? 

– Community Steering Committee 

o Series of meetings 

o Committee presentations and testimonials 

– Additional Public Meetings

o Community Workshops

o Technical Advisory Group Meetings

– One-on-one meetings

o In-person meetings

o Phone calls

o Emails

AB 617 COMMUNITY EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN 

(CERP)

20
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EXAMPLES OF CERP ACTIONS

Rules and Regulations

Focused Enforcement

Air Monitoring

Collaboration

Incentives

Public Information and Outreach

21

EXAMPLES OF CERP ACTIONS AND EMISSION REDUCTIONS

Emission reductions are achieved through specific 

actions in each CERP, for example: 

– Additional Regulations

o CARB and South Coast AQMD rules and 

regulations 

– Focused Enforcement

o Truck idling sweeps

– Air Monitoring

o Mobile/stationary air monitoring assessing hot spots

– Other

o Prioritization of incentive funds

o Inter-agency collaboration

22
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SUMMARY OF CERP PROCESS

Launch
Development

Implementation • Establish community 

steering committee (CSC)

• CSC identifies air quality 

priorities

• Conduct regular CSC 

meetings and workshops to 

develop: 

– Emission reduction 

goals and targets

– Identify actions and 

strategies to achieve 

goals and targets

• CERP is adopted by 

South Coast AQMD 

Governing Board and 

approved by CARB 

Board

• Begin implementing 

CERP actions to reduce 

emissions

23

AB 617 COMMUNITY AIR 

MONITORING PLAN (CAMP)

JANUARY 9, 2020
Payam Pakbin

Program Supervisor
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WHY DO WE MONITOR AIR POLLUTION?

25

Identify

Assess

Assist
with

Inform

Air 

Monitoring 

Purpose
• Improving air pollution 

control programs 

• Tracking progress

• Community 

members

• Planners and 

regulators

• Pollutants of 

interest

• Sources of 

emissions • When and where air 

pollution levels are higher

• Effects of emission 

reduction actions

GENERAL AIR MONITORING APPROACH

26

Mobile Monitoring

• Survey large areas

• Identify hotspots 
and unknown 
sources

• Support 
inspections and 
enforcement 
actions

• Inform emission 
reduction efforts

Fixed Monitoring

• Provide more 
information about 
possible sources

• Assess levels in 
community

• Support CERPs

• Track progress

Sensors
• Provide more information 

about how levels vary 
within the community

• Complement other 
monitoring strategies

• Engage community in air 
pollution measurement

Assess

Review

Recommend
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COMMUNITY AIR MONITORING PLAN (CAMP)
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CAMP

Previous 
Knowledge

Community 
Input

Building on 
Existing 

Programs

Air 
Monitoring 
Capabilities

WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY STEERING COMMITTEE 

(CSC) TO DEVELOP THE MONITORING PLAN
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Next Steps…
Identify Air 

Quality 

Concerns and 

Recommend 

Appropriate 

Monitoring 

Technologies

Spring 2020

Begin Air 

Monitoring in 

Priority Areas

December 2020

Define Goals 

and Objectives 

of Air 

Monitoring

February-March 2020

Develop 

Community Air 

Monitoring 

Plan

Summer 2020
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THANK YOU!

For more info, contact community liaisons (year 2):

Eastern Coachella Valley 

(ECV)

Arlene Farol, (909) 396-2250

afarol@aqmd.gov

29

Southeast Los Angeles 

(SELA)

Gina Triviso, (909) 396-2957

gtriviso@aqmd.gov

General AB 617: 
ab617@aqmd.gov

South Coast AQMD’s AB 617 web page:

www.aqmd.gov/AB617

Follow Us on 

Social Media

Download 

South Coast 

AQMD’s 

Mobile App


