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Who is the SCAQMD?

What we do
ÅDevelop Air Quality Management Plan
ÅAdopt air quality rules and regulations
ÅIssue permits
ÅConduct periodic inspectionsand 

respond to air quality complaints
ÅEnforce District rules through 

inspections and complaints
ÅIssue violations and assess penaltiesas

appropriate
ÅDevelop and deploy clean technology
ÅConduct air monitoring
ÅEngagewith all stakeholders through public outreach

Los Angeles
County

Orange
County

Riverside
County

San Bernardino
County

Regional Government Agency Responsible for Protecting Our 
Residents from the Health Effects of Air Pollution 



California Air 
Resources Board

California Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration

Department of Toxic 
Substances Control

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency

National

South Coast Air Quality 
Management District

Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health

Long Beach Department of 

Health and Human Services

The Office of Environmental 

Health Hazard Assessment 

State Regional / Local

Southern California 

Association of  
Governments

City of Long Beach

City of Carson City of Los Angeles

Land use 

authority
California Water 

Resources Control 

Board

Relevant Agencies and Authorities

https://www.arb.ca.gov/homepage.htm
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/
http://dtsc.ca.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.aqmd.gov/
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/
http://www.longbeach.gov/health/
https://oehha.ca.gov/
http://www.scag.ca.gov/
http://www.scag.ca.gov/
http://www.longbeach.gov/
http://ci.carson.ca.us/
https://www.lacity.org/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/


ωAdopts Health-
Based National Air 
Quality Standards

ωRegulates 
Interstate Sources 
(Trucks, Trains, 
etc.)

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency

ωMonitor Air 
Quality; Issue 
Health Alerts

ωPrepare Clean Air 
Plans

ωRegulate over 
27,000 Stationary 
Sources

ωIssue over 10,000 
permits annually

Local Air 
Districts 

(SCAQMD)

California Air
Resources Board

ωAdopts Health-
Based State Air 
Quality Standards

ωRegulates Cars, 
Trucks, Fuels, 
Consumer Products

Air Quality: Regulatory Structure
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Key elements of 

AB 617

Community 
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Monitoring

Community 
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Best 
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Emissions 
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Clean 
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Community 
centered

Community
Steering 
Committee



Jul

Sep

July 1 ïDeadline for SCAQMD to deploy air monitoring 
for YEAR 1 communities

Sept 27 ïDeadline for SCAQMD to adopt emissions 
reduction plans for YEAR 1 communities
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December 31 ïDeadline for SCAQMD to implement Best 
Available Retrofit Control Technology (BARCT)

Key milestones in statute



Community Steering Committee 

Provide input on community 

definition

Identify and prioritize air 
pollution issues

Guide strategies for:

ÅCommunity air monitoring

ÅEmissions reduction 
program

Develop approaches and assist 

with community outreach

Track progress

Who should/will be part of it?

Agencies, e.g. Local land use, public health, etc.

Purpose 

Active residents and 

community leaders

Local business 

owners or workers

Community organizations Others



Community Air Initiatives 
Program Structure and Timeline

Identify Community Air Quality Concerns

ωCommittee Input

ωTechnical Data

Prioritize Sources of Emissions and Areas with 
High Exposure Concerns

ωTarget areas/pollutants for air monitoring

ωTarget sources/places for emissions or exposure reduction

Develop Strategies to Reduce Emissions and 
Exposures and Metrics for Tracking Progress

ωCommunity Air Monitoring Plan

ωCommunity Emissions Reduction Plan

Oct 2018-
Jan 2019

Jan 2019-
Mar 2019

Mar 2019-
Oct 2019



Air Quality:

Background



Whatôs in the air?

Gases:
ÅOxygen 

ÅCarbon Dioxide

Å Sulfur Oxides, 

Å Nitrogen Oxides, 

Å Volatile Organic Compounds

Å Ozone

ÅWater Vapor

Å Other

When does it become air pollution?

When their concentration is high enough for a 

long enough period of time to cause damage in 

human health and/or the environment

Particulate

Matter:
ÅDust 

Å Smoke particles

ÅDiesel PM 

Å Water droplets

Å Sea Spray

Å other
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Greenhouse Gases Criteria Pollutants
Toxic Air 

Contaminants

Global LocalRegional

Key types of air pollution

Examples:

ÅCarbon Monoxide (CO) 

ÅLead (Pb) 

ÅNitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 

ÅParticulate Matter (PM) 

ÅOzone (O3) 

ÅSulfur Dioxide (SO2) 

Examples: 

ÅDiesel PM

ÅArsenic

ÅHexavalent Chromium 

ÅBenzene

ÅNickel

ÅMercury

Åé dozens more

Examples: 

ÅCarbon Dioxide (CO2) 

ÅMethane (CH4) 

ÅChlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 

ÅHydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) 

ÅNitrous Oxide (N2O)



Ozone is one of the main 

components of our regional smog



Monitoring efforts
Regulatory monitoring stations Low-Cost Sensor Networks

Mobile Laboratories


