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MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™ is available to partially offset the cost of acquiring zero or 
near-zero emission cargo handling equipment and supporting infrastructure. 
 
A total of $6 million in MSRC funding is available under this RFP.  The following Sections outline 
the eligibility requirements, conditions, and other relevant information to assist Inland Empire 
freight facilities in developing a proposal.   
 
SECTION 3: PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
3.1 Eligible Respondents to this RFP – Eligible bidders include owners or lessees of freight 
facilities located in San Bernardino and Riverside counties.  For the purposes of this RFP, freight 
facilities include warehouse, distribution, logistics, and intermodal transportation hubs that receive 
containerized goods or bulk materials. 
 
3.2 Eligible Project Elements – This RFP seeks proposals for the acquisition of heavy-duty zero 
or near-zero emission cargo handling equipment and supporting infrastructure used to move 
shipping containers or bulk material onsite at freight facilities in the Inland Empire.  The following 
vehicles and supporting infrastructure are eligible to receive MSRC Clean Transportation Funding™: 
 

• Off-Road Zero or Near-Zero Emission Cargo Handling Equipment 

o Purchase and deploy into revenue service off-road heavy-duty cargo handling 
equipment that are zero-emission or equipped with a near-zero emission engine.  This 
would include, but is not necessarily limited to, zero and near-zero emission yard 
tractors (hostlers), top picks, side loaders, and other types of equipment typically used 
to reposition shipping containers or bulk commodities at an Inland Empire freight 
facility.  Under this RFP, “zero emission” is defined as having no tailpipe emissions and 
includes battery electric and hydrogen fuel cell technologies.  “Near-zero” includes 
engines certified to the CARB Optional Low-NOx standard of 0.02 grams per brake 
horsepower-hour. 

• Facility Electrification to Support Zero Emission Off-Road Cargo Handling Equipment 

o Design, perform site modifications, and install Electric Vehicle Support Equipment (EVSE) 
to allow onsite recharging of battery electric on-road trucks or off-road cargo handling 
equipment.  For the purpose of this RFP, “EVSE” includes vehicle chargers, solar 
canopies used in conjunction with EV charging, charge management system hardware, 
and energy storage system hardware. 
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meritorious, the MSRC reserves the right to reduce the total funding available and reallocate funds 
to other Work Program categories. 

4.1 Maximum Funding Award – The maximum funding award to any entity under this RFP shall 
not exceed 50% of the total available funding, or a current maximum award amount of $3M.  This 
maximum funding restriction can be waived by the MSRC in the event the MSRC does not receive 
meritorious proposals from other bidders or if the MSRC allocates additional funds to the program. 

4.2 Funding Restrictions – The following funding restrictions have been imposed by the MSRC: 

• MSRC funds must be applied towards the capital purchase/lease and installation costs of 
qualifying zero-near/zero emission heavy-duty vehicles and infrastructure.   

• MSRC funds cannot be used to purchase real property, fuel, including electricity, or used to 
offset vehicle operations or maintenance costs.  

• MSRC funds cannot be used to offset recurring fees associated with the operation and 
maintenance of EVSE charge management systems. 

 
4.3 Earliest Date for an MSRC-Funded Project to Commence – The release date of this RFP, 
November 6, 2020, is the earliest date work on a project can commence and be potentially eligible 
for MSRC funding.  Any expenditures made in anticipation of an award and prior to execution of a 
contract are solely at the proposer’s risk.  If no contract is executed, neither the MSRC nor South 
Coast AQMD is liable for payment of any funds expended in anticipation of a contract.  Please note 
that in the event a contract is executed, reimbursement for any costs incurred by the proposer in 
anticipation of the contract is at the discretion of the MSRC and South Coast AQMD. 

4.4 Additional Conditions on MSRC Funding 

• MSRC funds will be distributed on a reimbursement basis only upon completion of 
approved project tasks and submission of all required reports and invoices; 

• MSRC funds are not intended to fund staff salaries or administrative costs;  

• Funding provided under this RFP opportunity cannot be comingled with funds from any 
other MSRC Program, i.e., no “double dipping”; 

• Finally, in accordance with state law, all projects awarded MSRC Clean Transportation 
Funding™ are subject to audit.  The provisions of the audit are discussed in the Sample 
Contract, attached to this RFP.  It is highly recommended that bidders employ Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) when administering their MSRC co-funded project. 
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SECTION 6 PROPOSAL PREPARATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The following instructions are intended to assist bidders in preparing a proposal for funding 
consideration under this RFP.  Proposals should be concisely written, but include all necessary 
technical and financial detail requested in the following Subsections. 
 
IMPORTANT!  The MSRC seeks proposals that offer a “Complete Project” – meaning that the entire 
project scope - zero or near-zero vehicles to be demonstrated, essential infrastructure, 
coordination with project partners, including utilities, and necessary co-funding - are all considered 
and discussed within the proposal narrative.   

Questions regarding proposal preparation and submittal should be directed to the appropriate 
MSRC staff representative listed in Section 8 of this RFP. 
 
6.1 Cover Letter – A cover letter should accompany the proposal, referencing RFP number 
P2021-08, specifying the contact person(s) for technical and contractual matters, and be signed by 
the person(s) authorized to contractually bind the bidding entity.  
 
6.2 Project Partner Letters of Support, MOA, or MOU – The proposal must include a letter of 
support, Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), or Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), as 
applicable, from all participating entities of a joint proposal acknowledging their participation in the 
proposed project. 
 
6.3 Proposal Team Contact Information – Proposers may use the template provided 
(Attachment A to this RFP) or provide the requested information in another format.   
 
6.4 Project Technical Description – The proposal should include a concise yet thorough 
description of the overall project scope.  While the format is left to the discretion of the proposer, 
the technical description should include, to the extent currently known and applicable, the 
following key elements: 

6.4.1 Zero & Near-Zero Emission Cargo Handling Equipment (CHE) 

• Freight Facility – the name, location, and description of the Inland Empire freight facility 
that will purchase and operate the CHE.  Links to existing websites that describe the freight 
facility may be included to augment information provided in the proposal; 

• Zero/Near-Zero Emission CHE Technical Specifications – provide technical information on 
the CHE.  This may include, but is not limited to, technical specifications, manufacturer 
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If utility incentives are being sought, the proposal should address the coordination status with the 
utility, i.e., whether and application for incentive funding has been submitted, is in preparation, or 
if discussions between the proposer team and utility have been initiated. 
 
6.6 Project Implementation Schedule – The proposal should identify key project milestones and 
their expected implementation dates.  From a Project Readiness standpoint, the MSRC would 
prefer that projects be initially deployed within 36 months from the date of contract execution and 
authority to proceed, with full project deployment no later than 48 months from contract 
execution.  The MSRC does, however, have discretion in the regard; thus, it is requested that 
proposers provide accurate information regarding the project’s implementation schedule.  
 
6.7 Project Scalability – Limited availability of MSRC funding could result in the need to descope 
or scale-back a proposed project, including but not limited to reducing the number of CHE, etc.  In 
this event, the resulting award would be lower than the proposer’s requested amount.  The MSRC 
asks that proposers address this potential contingency in their proposal and provide the following 
information: 

• Is the proposer amenable to project scaling?  If Yes,  

• What is the minimum project scope and cost offered by the proposer, with the 
understanding that anything less than this minimum would no longer represent a 
viable project? 

IMPORTANT!  Proposers should review the Evaluation & Scoring Criteria discussed below in Section 
9 of this RFP and ensure their proposal provides all information necessary to maximize the 
proposal’s scoring potential.   
 
6.8 Certifications – All proposers must complete and submit the following forms, located in 
Attachment B, as an element of their proposal: 

a) Internal Revenue Service Form W-9 – Request for Taxpayer Identification Number and 
Certification and California Form 590 – Withholding Exemption Certificate.  If you are 
selected for an award, you cannot be established as a vendor without this information. 

b) Disadvantaged Business Certification - The South Coast AQMD needs this information for 
their vendor database.  It will not be considered in proposal evaluation or the 
determination of any MSRC funding award.   

c) Campaign Contribution Disclosure 

d) Certificates of Insurance - Bidders are required to provide a statement that upon 
notification of award, a certificate of insurance naming the South Coast AQMD as an 
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current Tier 4 Final off-road diesel emission standards and CARB on-road heavy-duty emissions 
standard.  Cost-effectiveness will be computed as the ratio of the quantified air pollutant 
reductions per MSRC funding requested.  The quantification methodologies included in the Air 
Resources Board’s 2017 Carl Moyer Memorial Air Quality Standards Attainment Program 
Guidelines will be used to the extent applicable to ensure consistency in proposal evaluation. 

 
As discussed in Section 3.3, proposals seeking MSRC funds for infrastructure-only are eligible 
but must include the information requested under Section 6.4.1, above, to allow co-funded 
zero/near-zero CHE emission reductions to be quantified.  Cost-effectiveness will be calculated 
based on the co-funded zero/near-zero vehicle component of the overall project.   
 

IMPORTANT!  If the infrastructure to be constructed at the freight facility is intended to support 
on-road heavy-duty trucks that dray goods to that facility, provide information as it relates to the 
number of on-road heavy-duty trucks, the average daily or weekly miles traveled per vehicle, 
anticipated routes, and total average annual miles per vehicle.   
 
IMPORTANT!  To facilitate proposal evaluation with respect to air pollutant cost-effectiveness, 
ensure that all requested information and documentation relating to the CHE duty cycle and hours 
of operation/mileage accrual is provided.   
 

2. Project Readiness (50 points maximum) – This evaluation criterion assesses a proposed 
project’s perceived ability to adhere to the proposed schedule and budget.  Factors that will 
impact a project’s successful implementation within budget and schedule projections include:  

• Zero/Near-Zero Vehicle Acquisition:  

o Have the zero/near-zero vehicles proposed for deployment under this project been 
specified? 

o Has the sales or leasing agent been contacted, and are negotiations underway? 

o Is the proposer ready to execute a vehicle purchase order upon MSRC funding award?   

• Supporting Infrastructure Development: 

o Has an equipment specification for supporting EVSE or gaseous fuel infrastructure been 
prepared? 

o What is the stage of site planning, i.e., preliminary design, final design, etc. 

o Has coordination begun with the cognizant utilities? 

• Project Funding: 
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o Has the necessary project co-funding been identified? 

o Is co-funding in hand or applied for? 

o Will final status of other pending funding awards be known within the first quarter of 
calendar year 2021? 

 
IMPORTANT!  Proposers should address the Project Readiness criteria listed above within the 
narrative of their Project Description.  The MSRC is less concerned with project implementation 
immediacy as compared to understanding the true status of a project’s state of readiness.  Thus, it 
is requested that proposers provide accurate information regarding the project’s state of readiness 
in a forthcoming manner.
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ATTACHMENT A:  PROPOSAL CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Please provide the following Proposer information in the space provided (this is information about the entity 
submitting the proposal):   

Business Name       

Division of:       

Subsidiary of:       

Website Address       

Type of Business 
Check One: 

� Individual  
� DBA, Name _______________, County Filed in _______________ 
� Corporation, ID No. ________________ 
� LLC/LLP, ID No. _______________ 

� Other _______________ 
 

Address       

City       

State       Zip       

Phone (     )      -      Ext                     Fax (     )      -      

Contact Name       Title       
E-mail 

Address       
Payment Name if 
Different       
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           ATTACHMENT B - CERTIFICATIONS 
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