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COMMENT LETTER NO. 46
LETTER FROM COMMUNITIES FOR A BETTER ENVIRONMENT

Maria Hall
June 20, 2002

Response 46-1

This comment provides a summary of the comments raised in the other portions of the letter.  See
Responses 46-2 through 46-4 regarding mitigation of diesel emissions.  See Response 46-5
regarding terrorist attacks.  See Response 46-6 regarding HF acid.

Response 46-2

All identified feasible mitigation measures for construction-related emissions have been imposed.
Please see the Final SEIR pages 4-28 through 4-31.  The proposed project is not an expansion since
there will be no increase in the amount of crude processed by the Refinery.  No feasible mitigation
measures have been identified for emissions from trucks and ships.  Please see the Final SEIR
pages 4-31 through 4-55 for a discussion of the mitigation measures for trucks and ships.  Also see
Response 45-10 for a discussion of the SCAQMD’s authority to mitigate the emissions from
marine vessels.  No additional mitigation measures have been identified by the commentator to
address potential diesel emission impacts.

Response 46-3

Your comments regarding air quality in the area are noted and the SCAQMD is aware of the
regulatory efforts to reduce diesel exhaust emissions and supports those efforts.  In fact, the
SCAQMD has adopted a number of fleet vehicle rules that require purchasing alternative clean fuel
vehicles when replacing diesel vehicles in fleets with greater than or equal to 15 vehicles.

Response 46-4

Mitigation measure A-9 requires the use of low-sulfur diesel during the construction phase (see
page 4-30).  Mitigation measures A-8 requires the use of PuriNOx in construction equipment, if it
is commercially available and if the fuel is compatible with the engine.  See Response 46-2
regarding the control of diesel emissions from ships and trucks.  Natural gas-powered construction
equipment is generally not available and, therefore, not a feasible mitigation measure.  The
emissions from employee vehicles associated with the proposed project are minor, i.e., less than
one pound per day for VOCs, NOx, and PM10, and about four pounds per day for CO (see Page A-
30 of the Final SEIR).  Mitigation measures to reduce the emissions from employee vehicles are
not required.  It should be noted that use of the CARB Phase 3 reformulated gasoline is expected to
result in regional emission benefits from vehicles that utilize the fuels.  Air quality benefits of using
CARB Phase 3 reformulated gasoline will also occur in the local Wilmington area.
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It is uncertain what is meant by the comment that the report should require “CNG trucks for factory
workers,” since the proposed project does not include modifications at any local factories.  See the
preceding paragraph regarding emissions from employee vehicles associated with the proposed
project.

Response 46-5

See Response 45-11 regarding the hazards related to terrorist attacks.  There are currently storage
tanks located about 300 feet away from residential areas near the Olympic Tank Farm.  The
proposed project will not place any new tanks closer to residential areas than currently exist.  The
maximum distance that a fire hazard is expected to migrate is about 60 feet from the Olympic Tank
Farm which is within an industrial area.  Therefore, there is sufficient distance between the existing
Olympic Tank Farm and any residential areas and no further buffer is required.  It should be noted
that the residential area referred to in this comment is about 50 feet from the railroad tracks
associated with the Alameda Corridor.

Response 46-6

As noted in previous responses, neither new equipment using HF acid nor existing equipment that
uses HF acid are components of the proposed project.  See Responses 7-26 and Response 44-9
regarding the use of HF acid in connection with the proposed project.




