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CEQA Scoping Meeting #2:
Quemetco Capacity Upgrade Project

October 11, 2018
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Presentation begins at 6:30 p.m.

Hacienda Heights Community Center
1234 Valencia Avenue, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 

South Coast Air Quality Management District

Who is SCAQMD?
• Regional air pollution control agency responsible for regulating 

air emissions from industrial and commercial businesses
• 27,000 permitted facilities
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• Evaluates applications and issues 
air quality permits, only if project 
meets all rule requirements

• Will not issue new permit if a 
facility is in current violation of 
SCAQMD rules

• Enforces rules and permit conditions
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Limitations in SCAQMD Authority

• No authority over zoning or land use decisions
• No authority over environmental areas not related to air 

quality
• soil testing, water consumption, wastewater, storm 

water, and groundwater
• SCAQMD will evaluate all environmental topic areas in 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) analysis
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Introduction

• Quemetco submitted applications to the SCAQMD 
requesting modifications to their existing permits 

• SCAQMD must evaluate proposed permit modifications
• SCAQMD can approve the project and issue permits only 

if the facility can comply with all regulatory requirements
• Proposed modifications are subject to CEQA
• SCAQMD is responsible for preparing CEQA documents 

4



10/10/2018

3

Battery Recycling at Quemetco

• Quemetco is a battery recycling facility located at 720 S. 
7th Avenue, City of Industry, CA 91746 

• Quemetco has operated at current location since 1959
• Recycles used batteries from cars and household uses
• Used batteries are from North America  
• Used batteries are crushed and melted to recover lead 

and other materials
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SCAQMD Air Quality Permits
• Quemetco has existing air permits with SCAQMD
• Quemetco submitted applications (not approved) requesting 

modifications to their existing permits :
 increase amount of battery and total coke material that can be 

processed
 allow petroleum coke (in addition to or in lieu of calcined coke) to 

be used as an additive in the battery recycling process 
 coke is a byproduct from oil refining 

 increase operational hours of furnaces
 increase the amount of finished lead product made
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Key Operational Changes
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Activity Existing 
Setting

Proposed 
Project

Post-Project 
Increment

Material Processed 
(tons per day) 600 750 150

Total Coke Material 
(pounds per month) 600,000 750,000 150,000

Wastewater 
(gallons per day) 193,019 275,329 82,310

Truck Traffic 
(trips per month) 1,615 2,030 415

Lead Product Output 
(tons per day) 460 575 115

How are Emissions Controlled?
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Battery Recycling Equipment Air Pollution Control 
Equipment Pollutant(s) Controlled

Two furnaces: reverberatory and 
slag furnaces Baghouses and Scrubber PM, NOx, SOx, and toxics

Drying furnace Baghouse and Regenerative 
Thermal Oxidizer (RTO) PM, CO, VOC, and toxics

All three furnaces and refinery 
kettles

Wet Electrostatic Precipitator 
(WESP) and Baghouses PM and toxics

All equipment within building 
enclosures

Air circulation system draws 
air into the building to 

maximize collection by all air 
pollution control equipment

NOx, SOx, VOC, CO, PM, and 
toxics


























