NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
County Clerk, Harnell Harper
County of Los Angeles

12400 E. Imperial Hwy, Room 2001

Norwalk, California 90650
	From:     South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

	Project Title:

Proposed Amended Rule 1309.1 - Priority Reserve 

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.  Certain indirect effects of the project may occur in downwind air districts pursuant to the availability of credits for electric generating facilities (EGFs) in downwind districts.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The proposed amendments to Rule 1309.1 would provide temporary access to the SCAQMD’s Priority Reserve PM10, SOx and CO accounts for new thermal EGFs, subject to the California Energy Commission (CEC) environmental review process, with applications deemed complete between 2005 and 2008, provided they have paid the appropriate mitigation fee and met all the other rule requirements.  Further, the same type of EGF projects, subject to the CEC environmental review process, downwind to the district in non-attainment areas would be able to access SCAQMD’s Priority Reserve VOC account.  

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:

Applicability to Discretionary Projects [California Public Resources Code §21080(b)(6)]; 

General Concepts [CEQA Guidelines §15002 (k)(1)]; 

Review for Exemption [CEQA Guidelines §15061 (b)(1)];and

Statutory Exemption - Early Activities Related to Thermal Power Plants [CEQA Guidelines §15271(a)];

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The SCAQMD has reviewed the proposed project mentioned above pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15002(k)(1) and §15061(b)(1), and determined the project is exempt by statute pursuant to the California Public Resources Code §21080(b)(6) and state CEQA Guidelines §15271(a).  Under §21080(b)(6), the State Legislature directed that actions undertaken by a public agency relating to any thermal power plant facility that will be the subject of an environmental impact report, negative declaration, or other document prepared pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.5, by either the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, the CEC, the Public Utilities Commission or by the city or county in which the power plant and related facility would be located are not subject to CEQA if the CEQA document includes the environmental impacts, if any, of the actions described in §21080(b)(6).  The proposed project, which will allow thermal power plant facilities subject to environmental review by the CEC, to purchase otherwise unavailable emission offsets, is therefore exempt.  

	Certification Date:

SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing:
	September 8, 2006, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Mr. Michael Krause
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2706
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<mkrause@aqmd.gov>

	Rule Contact Person:

Mr. Henry Pourzand
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2414
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<hpourzand@aqmd.gov>


Date Received for Filing



Signature       















Steve Smith, Ph.D.










Program Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
County Clerk, EIR Desk

County of Orange

12 Civic Center Plaza, Room 106

Santa Ana, California 92701
	From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

	Project Title:

Proposed Amended Rule 1309.1 - Priority Reserve 

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.  Certain indirect effects of the project may occur in downwind air districts pursuant to the availability of credits for electric generating facilities (EGFs) in downwind districts.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The proposed amendments to Rule 1309.1 would provide temporary access to the SCAQMD’s Priority Reserve PM10, SOx and CO accounts for new thermal EGFs, subject to the California Energy Commission (CEC) environmental review process, with applications deemed complete between 2005 and 2008, provided they have paid the appropriate mitigation fee and met all the other rule requirements.  Further, the same type of EGF projects, subject to the CEC environmental review process, downwind to the district in non-attainment areas would be able to access SCAQMD’s Priority Reserve VOC account.  

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:

Applicability to Discretionary Projects [California Public Resources Code §21080(b)(6)]; 

General Concepts [CEQA Guidelines §15002 (k)(1)]; 

Review for Exemption [CEQA Guidelines §15061 (b)(1)];and

Statutory Exemption - Early Activities Related to Thermal Power Plants [CEQA Guidelines §15271(a)];

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The SCAQMD has reviewed the proposed project mentioned above pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15002(k)(1) and §15061(b)(1), and determined the project is exempt by statute pursuant to the California Public Resources Code §21080(b)(6) and state CEQA Guidelines §15271(a).  Under §21080(b)(6), the State Legislature directed that actions undertaken by a public agency relating to any thermal power plant facility that will be the subject of an environmental impact report, negative declaration, or other document prepared pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.5, by either the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, the CEC, the Public Utilities Commission or by the city or county in which the power plant and related facility would be located are not subject to CEQA if the CEQA document includes the environmental impacts, if any, of the actions described in §21080(b)(6).  The proposed project, which will allow thermal power plant facilities subject to environmental review by the CEC, to purchase otherwise unavailable emission offsets, is therefore exempt.  

	Certification Date:

SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing:
	September 8, 2006, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Mr. Michael Krause
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2706
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<mkrause@aqmd.gov>

	Rule Contact Person:

Mr. Henry Pourzand
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2414
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<hpourzand@aqmd.gov>


Date Received for Filing



Signature       















Steve Smith, Ph.D.










Program Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
County Clerk, Rosemarie Anderson

County of Riverside

2720 Gateway Drive

Riverside, California 92507
	From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

	Project Title:

Proposed Amended Rule 1309.1 - Priority Reserve 

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.  Certain indirect effects of the project may occur in downwind air districts pursuant to the availability of credits for electric generating facilities (EGFs) in downwind districts.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The proposed amendments to Rule 1309.1 would provide temporary access to the SCAQMD’s Priority Reserve PM10, SOx and CO accounts for new thermal EGFs, subject to the California Energy Commission (CEC) environmental review process, with applications deemed complete between 2005 and 2008, provided they have paid the appropriate mitigation fee and met all the other rule requirements.  Further, the same type of EGF projects, subject to the CEC environmental review process, downwind to the district in non-attainment areas would be able to access SCAQMD’s Priority Reserve VOC account.  

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:

Applicability to Discretionary Projects [California Public Resources Code §21080(b)(6)]; 

General Concepts [CEQA Guidelines §15002 (k)(1)]; 

Review for Exemption [CEQA Guidelines §15061 (b)(1)];and

Statutory Exemption - Early Activities Related to Thermal Power Plants [CEQA Guidelines §15271(a)];

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The SCAQMD has reviewed the proposed project mentioned above pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15002(k)(1) and §15061(b)(1), and determined the project is exempt by statute pursuant to the California Public Resources Code §21080(b)(6) and state CEQA Guidelines §15271(a).  Under §21080(b)(6), the State Legislature directed that actions undertaken by a public agency relating to any thermal power plant facility that will be the subject of an environmental impact report, negative declaration, or other document prepared pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.5, by either the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, the CEC, the Public Utilities Commission or by the city or county in which the power plant and related facility would be located are not subject to CEQA if the CEQA document includes the environmental impacts, if any, of the actions described in §21080(b)(6).  The proposed project, which will allow thermal power plant facilities subject to environmental review by the CEC, to purchase otherwise unavailable emission offsets, is therefore exempt.  

	Certification Date:

SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing:
	September 8, 2006, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Mr. Michael Krause
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2706
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<mkrause@aqmd.gov>

	Rule Contact Person:

Mr. Henry Pourzand
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2414
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<hpourzand@aqmd.gov>


Date Received for Filing



Signature       















Steve Smith, Ph.D.










Program Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

	To:
Clerk of the Board, Elizabeth Ramos
County of San Bernardino

385 N. Arrowhead Ave.

San Bernardino, California 92415-0130
	From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765

	Project Title:

Proposed Amended Rule 1309.1 - Priority Reserve 

	Project Location: 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) area of jurisdiction consisting of the four-county South Coast Air Basin (Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties), and the Riverside County portions of the Salton Sea Air Basin and the Mojave Desert Air Basin.  Certain indirect effects of the project may occur in downwind air districts pursuant to the availability of credits for electric generating facilities (EGFs) in downwind districts.

	Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The proposed amendments to Rule 1309.1 would provide temporary access to the SCAQMD’s Priority Reserve PM10, SOx and CO accounts for new thermal EGFs, subject to the California Energy Commission (CEC) environmental review process, with applications deemed complete between 2005 and 2008, provided they have paid the appropriate mitigation fee and met all the other rule requirements.  Further, the same type of EGF projects, subject to the CEC environmental review process, downwind to the district in non-attainment areas would be able to access SCAQMD’s Priority Reserve VOC account.  

	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District
	Public Agency Approving Project:

South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Exempt Status:

Applicability to Discretionary Projects [California Public Resources Code §21080(b)(6)]; 

General Concepts [CEQA Guidelines §15002 (k)(1)]; 

Review for Exemption [CEQA Guidelines §15061 (b)(1)];and

Statutory Exemption - Early Activities Related to Thermal Power Plants [CEQA Guidelines §15271(a)];

	Reasons why project is exempt:

The SCAQMD has reviewed the proposed project mentioned above pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15002(k)(1) and §15061(b)(1), and determined the project is exempt by statute pursuant to the California Public Resources Code §21080(b)(6) and state CEQA Guidelines §15271(a).  Under §21080(b)(6), the State Legislature directed that actions undertaken by a public agency relating to any thermal power plant facility that will be the subject of an environmental impact report, negative declaration, or other document prepared pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.5, by either the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, the CEC, the Public Utilities Commission or by the city or county in which the power plant and related facility would be located are not subject to CEQA if the CEQA document includes the environmental impacts, if any, of the actions described in §21080(b)(6).  The proposed project, which will allow thermal power plant facilities subject to environmental review by the CEC, to purchase otherwise unavailable emission offsets, is therefore exempt.  

	Certification Date:

SCAQMD Governing Board Hearing:
	September 8, 2006, 9:00 a.m.; SCAQMD Headquarters

	CEQA Contact Person:

Mr. Michael Krause
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2706
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<mkrause@aqmd.gov>

	Rule Contact Person:

Mr. Henry Pourzand
	Phone Number:

(909) 396-2414
	Fax Number:

(909) 396-3324
	Email:

<hpourzand@aqmd.gov>


Date Received for Filing



Signature       















Steve Smith, Ph.D.










Program Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

