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Cleaning the air 
that  we breathe. . . ®

O n June 6, AQMD approved a preliminary plan 
for developing a greenhouse gas emission reduc-
tion program dubbed the SoCal Climate Solutions 
Exchange.
 This program “will give businesses and individu-
als assurance that they are purchasing real carbon 
offsets and that they are investing in the local 
economy,” said William Burke, AQMD’s Chairman.
 Companies could purchase carbon reductions 
from the exchange to mitigate emissions from new 
projects under the California Environmental Quality 
Act.  Companies or individuals also could purchase 
these reductions to offset their “carbon footprint.”
 The SoCal Climate Solutions Exchange pro-
gram will set up a mechanism allowing generation 
of greenhouse gas reductions within the AQMD’s 
four-county jurisdiction.  Reductions must meet strict 
criteria including following specific protocols and 
representing emission reductions that are in addi-
tion to any regulatory requirements.    
AQMD will consider adopting incentives for reducing 
emissions in environmental justice areas – those with 
low household incomes and relatively high levels of 
air pollution.
 Carbon emission reduction credits will be certi-
fied by AQMD and any exchanges will be registered 
and tracked.  The program builds on AQMD’s more 
than 30 years of experience in managing emissions 
reduction credits for nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides, 

AQMD

n April 
26, 2008, 
AQMD 
honored 
U.S. Sen. 

Barbara Boxer with its first-ever 
“Environmental Legislator of the 
Year” award for her leadership in 
legislation to reduce ship pollution 
and regarding other environmen-
tal policies.  In 2007, Sen. Boxer 
introduced legislation meant to 
clean up ocean-going ships -- the 
largest under-regulated source of air 
pollution in the Southland.  This bill 

would require the federal govern-
ment to adopt tougher air pollution 
controls for ocean-going vessels.   
 “Senator Boxer’s commitment 
to the environmental clean-up 
of ocean-going ships will help 
protect the health of millions 
of Americans and is crucial to 
achieving health-based air qual-
ity standards in many areas of the 
nation,” said AQMD Chairman 
William A. Burke, Ed.D.  Burke 
presented the award to Sen. 
Boxer during a ceremony on the 
steps of a Santa Monica library.  

  Sen. Boxer has long been a 
champion of environmental and 
air quality issues.  “We commend 
Senator Boxer for her long-term, 
ongoing commitment to clean air 
issues including the promotion 
of zero-emission electric vehicles 
and the removal of subsidies for 
gas-guzzling SUVs,” Burke said. 
 
For more information, contact Philip 
Crabbe III at (909) 396-2632.

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer Recognized as 
“Environmental Legislator of the Year” by AQMD  
O

particulates and other pollutants.  While the SoCal 
Climate Solutions Exchange is aimed at reducing 
emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases, it is likely to result in simultaneous reductions 
of smog-forming pollutants.
 AQMD staff now will develop specific rules 
governing the program that will be considered by 
AQMD’s Board this fall. The SoCal Climate Solu-
tions Exchange is being closely coordinated with the 
state’s implementation of AB 32, California’s global 
warming emissions reduction program.

For more information, contact Jill Whynot at (909) 
396-3104.



Tips for Seniors

As Southern Californians battle the wildfires, there are measures we all can take to protect 

our health from the harmful pollutants filling our air. 

Seniors are more susceptible to air pollution because they are more likely to have medical 

conditions such as chronic pulmonary disease, emphysema and bronchitis. High air pollution 

levels can worsen their health.

Here are some tips seniors can follow to protect themselves from unhealthful air:

■ Stay indoors. Limit your exposure to unhealthful air quality conditions as much as possible. Keep 

your windows and doors closed. Use your air conditioning system and place it on recirculation mode, if 

available.

■ Reduce your activity. Reducing your physical activity lowers the amount of polluted air your body 

intakes. Seniors with heart or lung disease should avoid prolonged or heavy exertion.

■ Consult your physician. If you suffer from a heart or lung ailment, talk with your doctor. He or she  

can advise you on treatment or whether and when you should leave the area. Call your doctor immediately 

if your condition worsens. If you suffer from chronic diseases, have an adequate supply of medications  

(5 days or more) available.

■ Keep informed. Listen to your local news, weather forecasts and air quality alerts provided by the South 

Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD). If the air quality in your area worsens take necessary 

precautions to protect you and your family’s health. 

While the ash and smoke are visible reminders of the pollution currently impacting our area, be even more 

cautious of the fine particles you can’t see. These particles, which are invisible to the naked eye, bypass our natural 

defense system and lodge into our lungs. They can cause irritation, and over the long-term, cause decreased lung 

function. They also make us more susceptible to developing diseases such as asthma, bronchitis, emphysema and 

possibly cancer. 

If you have any questions about air quality, please call AQMD at 1-800-CUT-SMOG or visit our website at 

www.aqmd.gov.

Cleaning the air that we breathe...TM
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andmark legislation introduced by 
U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer that would 
require tougher pollution controls for 
container and ocean-going ships cleared a 
major hurdle after it successfully passed out 
of the U.S. Senate Committee on Environ-
ment & Public Works.  The “Marine Vessel 
Emission Reduction Act” (S. 1499) was 
considered during a markup committee 
hearing in Washington, D.C. on May 21st.  
The hearing was presided over by Sen. 
Boxer, who is Chair of the committee.  
 The bill received bipartisan support in 
committee and now awaits consideration by 
the full Senate.  “This legislation is key to 
efforts to reduce ship emissions, which are 
a significant source of air pollution not just 
in Southern California, but also in port areas 
across the nation,” said William Burke, 
Ed.D., AQMD’s Chairman.  “We are very 
encouraged by the support it received today 
in the Senate Committee.” 
 S. 1499 is co-sponsored by U.S. Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein and has a companion bill 
in the U.S. House of Representatives, H.R. 
2548, authored by U.S. Congresswoman 
Hilda Solis.  The legislation would require 
the federal government to adopt tougher 

t its June Meeting, the AQMD’s 
Governing Board adopted Rule 314, in 
order to assess and recover the program 
costs to the AQMD for implementing 
Rule 1113 (Architectural Coatings), and 
including the program’s fair share of 
AQMD costs that are apportioned among 
all AQMD programs, such as personnel, 
payroll, etc.
     The rule will also provide staff with 
architectural coating quantity and 
emission data information for planning, 
compliance, and rule development.  The 
rule also addresses the function of staff 
assigned to inspections, planning, and 
rule development, laboratory services, 
legal, administrative, and monitoring 
and analysis as well as support 
personnel.
     Under the provisions of Rule 314, 
architectural coating manufacturers are 
required to:
 • Apply for company identification   
  number unless they already have   
  one in AQMD records.
 • Submit an Annual Quantity and   

Architectural Coatings Fee Rule Adopted
  Emissions Report certified by a   
  Responsible Party.
 • Maintain sufficient records to   
  verify data necessary to determine  
  annual architectural coating sales   
  and VOC emissions in the District,  
  and compliance with applicable  
  rules and regulations.
 • Use approved test methods to  
  determine VOC content of  
  the coatings.
     The fees for architectural coatings 
are authorized by the California 
Health and Safety Code and are 
based on the annual quantity and 
associated emissions from architectural 
coatings, distributed or sold for use 
in the AQMD’s jurisdiction. Rule 314 
also requires architectural coatings 
manufacturers to provide a list of all 
their distributors located in the U.S.; 
and includes an exemption from fees 
for architectural coatings containing 
5 grams or less of Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOC) per liter of material.
     The cost of the program, which 
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Marine Vessel Emissions Reduction Bill 
Successfully Passes out of U.S. Senate Committee 

includes the strengthening of the 
enforcement and laboratory efforts 
dedicated to the program, is projected 
to be approximately $4.6 million for 
2009-10, which equates to 
approximately 8 cents per gallon, based 
on estimated quantity of coatings, and 
is anticipated to be passed on to the 
end-user by the manufacturers. Staff 
estimates that the rule will impact 
approximately 200 architectural coating 
manufacturers.

For more information, please contact 
Larry Bowen at (909) 396-2575.

pollution controls for large ships in order to 
achieve substantial reductions in ship emis-
sions.  Specifically, the legislation would:  
 • Require foreign and domestic 
ocean-going ships to use low sulfur fuel 
within a certain number of miles from the 
U.S. coastline, by Dec. 31, 2010.  Con-
sequently, fuel sulfur content would be 
reduced from the current average of 27,000 
parts per million (ppm) to a maximum of 
1,000 ppm; and
 • Require controls to be put on ship 
engines that would substantially reduce 
their emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx), by 
Jan. 1, 2012. 
 Southern California cannot achieve 
federal air quality health-based standards 
by the 2015 deadline unless emissions from 

ships are greatly reduced.  In Southern 
California, it is estimated that approximately 
800 premature deaths per year result from 
exposure to particulate pollution from large 
marine vessels.  Furthermore, research 
shows that particulate pollution from ocean-
going ships causes at least 2,000 to 5,000 
premature deaths per year in the continen-
tal U.S.  These deaths are in addition to 
the numerous other health effects that are 
caused by marine vessel emissions, includ-
ing respiratory diseases, such as asthma, 
cardiopulmonary disease, and cancer.    

For more information, contact Philip Crabbe 
III at (909) 396-2632.



Tips for Seniors

As Southern Californians battle the wildfires, there are measures we all can take to protect 

our health from the harmful pollutants filling our air. 

Seniors are more susceptible to air pollution because they are more likely to have medical 

conditions such as chronic pulmonary disease, emphysema and bronchitis. High air pollution 

levels can worsen their health.

Here are some tips seniors can follow to protect themselves from unhealthful air:

■ Stay indoors. Limit your exposure to unhealthful air quality conditions as much as possible. Keep 

your windows and doors closed. Use your air conditioning system and place it on recirculation mode, if 

available.

■ Reduce your activity. Reducing your physical activity lowers the amount of polluted air your body 

intakes. Seniors with heart or lung disease should avoid prolonged or heavy exertion.

■ Consult your physician. If you suffer from a heart or lung ailment, talk with your doctor. He or she  

can advise you on treatment or whether and when you should leave the area. Call your doctor immediately 

if your condition worsens. If you suffer from chronic diseases, have an adequate supply of medications  

(5 days or more) available.

■ Keep informed. Listen to your local news, weather forecasts and air quality alerts provided by the South 

Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD). If the air quality in your area worsens take necessary 

precautions to protect you and your family’s health. 

While the ash and smoke are visible reminders of the pollution currently impacting our area, be even more 

cautious of the fine particles you can’t see. These particles, which are invisible to the naked eye, bypass our natural 

defense system and lodge into our lungs. They can cause irritation, and over the long-term, cause decreased lung 

function. They also make us more susceptible to developing diseases such as asthma, bronchitis, emphysema and 

possibly cancer. 

If you have any questions about air quality, please call AQMD at 1-800-CUT-SMOG or visit our website at 

www.aqmd.gov.
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Tips for Children
As Southern Californians battle the wildfires, there are measures we all can take to protect our health from 

the harmful pollutants filling our air. 
Children are more sensitive to air pollution for several reasons. First their respiratory systems are still 

developing. Children also breathe more air per pound of bodyweight than adults. Lastly, they are more 

active outdoors, thus increasing their exposure to outdoor pollutants.

Here are some tips you can follow to protect children’s health from unhealthful air:

■ Stay indoors.  Limit their exposure to unhealthful air quality conditions as much as possible. Keep 

your windows and doors closed. Use your air conditioning system and place it on recirculation mode, if 

available. 
■ Play indoors. Choose indoor options for children, who live and play in areas that have unhealthful 

pollution levels.■ Reduce outdoor activity. Reducing outdoor physical activity lowers the amount of polluted air your body 

intakes. Schools and day care centers should curtail outdoor activities and events that involve prolonged 

exposure and strenuous exercise or sports participation. 

■ Consult their physician. If your child suffers from a heart or lung ailment, talk with a doctor. Call the 

doctor immediately if your child’s condition worsens.

■ Have a plan. Keep an adequate supply of your child’s medications (5 days or more) on hand. If your child 

suffers from asthma have a written asthma management plan available.

■ Stay alert. Listen to your local news, weather forecasts and air quality alerts provided by the South 

Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD). If the air quality in your area worsens take necessary 

precautions to protect your child’s health. 

While the ash and smoke are visible reminders of the pollution currently impacting our area, be even more 

cautious of the fine particles you can’t see. These particles, which are invisible to the naked eye, bypass 

our natural defense system and lodge into our lungs. They can cause irritation, and over the long-term 

cause decreased lung function. They also make us more susceptible to developing diseases such as asthma, 

bronchitis, emphysema and possibly cancer. 
If you have any questions about air quality, please call AQMD at 1-800-CUT-SMOG or visit our website at

www.aqmd.gov.

Cleaning the air that we breathe...TM

South CoastAir Quality Management District 

Fire Safety Alert

Tips for Residents
As Southern Californians battle the wildfires, there are measures we all can take to protect 
our health from the harmful pollutants filling our air. 

If you are a healthy individual, the ash and smoke from the fires can irritate your eyes and 
airways, cause coughing and/or a scratchy throat. They can also irritate your sinuses, cause 
headaches or a runny nose. In addition to short-term effects, there may be long term effects 
that can significantly impact your health.

Here are some tips you can follow to protect you and your family members from unhealthful air:

■ Stay indoors.  Choose indoor options when air pollution levels are unhealthful. Keep your windows and 
doors closed. Use your air conditioning system and place it on recirculation mode,  if available.

■ Reduce outdoor activity. Reducing your physical activity in outdoor areas lowers the amount of polluted 
air your body intakes. Curtail your involvement in outdoor activities and events that require prolonged 
exposure and strenuous exercise or sports participation.

■ Stay alert. Listen to your local news and weather forecasts and air quality alerts provided by the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD). If the air quality in your area worsens take necessary 
precautions and plan your activities accordingly. 

While the ash and smoke are visible reminders of the pollution currently impacting our area, be even more 
cautious of the fine particles you can’t see. These particles, which are invisible to the naked eye, bypass 
our natural defense system and lodge into our lungs. They can cause irritation, and over the long-term 
cause decreased lung function. They also make us more susceptible to developing diseases such as asthma, 
bronchitis, emphysema and possibly cancer. 

If you have any questions about air quality, please call AQMD at 1-800-CUT-SMOG or visit our website at 
www.aqmd.gov.

Cleaning the air that we breathe...TM

South Coast
Air Quality Management District 

Fire Safety Alert

Fire Safety Health Tips Available 
During Wildfire Season

s the Southland prepares for yet another long and hot summer fire 
season, the AQMD wants area residents to know that there is information 
already available for them on all the measures that we can take to protect 
our health from the harmful pollutants filling the air during wildfires.
     In recent years, in order to help protect the public’s health from the ill 
effects of smoke and ash from fires, the AQMD has produced and made 
available Fire Safety Alert Tip information sheets.  The three information 
sheets include: Tips for Residents; Tips for Children; and Tips for Seniors
     The tips in these three information sheets for residents, children, and 
seniors, all provide guidance that individuals and families can follow to 
protect themselves from being exposed to unhealthful air during fires. 
Some of the tips include:
• Everyone avoid all vigorous exertion, indoors or out;
• Residents with heart disease, respiratory diseases including   
asthma, as well as the elderly and children remain indoors.
• Keep windows and doors closed unless it is extremely hot   
inside, in which case, seek alternative shelter; and
• Turn on air conditioner if you have one. Keep the fresh air   
intake closed and the filter clean to minimize outdoor smoke   
entering the house.
     For additional tips on avoiding the health risks from smoke during 
fires, obtain a copy of any/or all three of the Fire Safety Alerts information 
sheets, on AQMD’s website at: http://www.aqmd.gov/pubinfo/factsheets.
htm; or call the AQMD’s Public Information Center 1-800-Cut-Smog 
(1-800-288-7664), to request that a copy(s) be mailed to you.

For more information, contact Lourdes Cordova Martinez 
at (909) 396-3214.

rea residents can now have the South Coast 
Air Quality Management District’s (AQMD’s) 
local air quality forecast notifications e-mailed to 
them directly, and on a daily basis, by participat-
ing in the U.S Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA’s) EnviroFlash pro-
gram.
     EnviroFlash is a free 
system that the EPA has 
partnered with AQMD on 
to provide the public with 
easy access to national and 
local air quality informa-
tion. Your e-mail noti-
fication will show your 
forecast, tips for limiting 
your exposure to pollution and helpful hints for 
reducing your own contribution to air pollution.  
Signing up is easy.  Go to EnviroFlash at www.
enviroflash.info and just set your preferences and 
you can get a message every day, or only on days 
when air pollution reaches a certain level.  
     In our busy world it can be easy to forget 
to check the air quality forecast.  That’s where 

Breathe Easier With EnviroFlash: 
Air Quality Info Straight to Your Inbox

EnviroFlash can help. Your notification will show your forecast, 
tips for limiting your exposure to pollution and helpful hints 
for reducing your own contribution to air pollution.  Receiving 
this information is very important during our current local smog 

season (May 1 until October 3), especially for 
parents, teachers, coaches, day care providers, 
and anyone who supervises active children, 
adults, the elderly, and those with respiratory 
disease such as asthma, and heart and cardio-
vascular diseases. 
     Air quality affects how you live and 
breathe. Knowing your air quality forecast and 
understanding the Air Quality Index (AQI) 
can help you plan your daily activities and 
reduce your exposure to pollution. The AQI 
is the color-based index for reporting daily air 
quality; including how clean or polluted the 

outdoor air is in a specific location and what associated health 
effects may result for the local population. 
     Current air quality readings and forecasts for the entire basin 
can also still be obtained from the AQMD web page at www.
aqmd.gov/smog, or by phoning the automated voice recording 
system at 1-800-288-7664.

For more information, contact Kevin Durkee at (909) 396-3168.
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The Future is Green Conference and Expo:
New and Emerging Clean Air 
Technologies and Innovations
Sept. 14-16, 2008
Long Beach Convention Center

he South Coast Air Quality Management District participated in a Clean Air 
Car Showcase held in May in Long Beach.  KABC radio organized this event and 
four automakers (Ford, Nissan, Subaru, and Toyota) displayed and provided ride & 
drives in vehicles on AQMD’s Clean Air Choices website and/or scored 8 or better 
out of 10 based on ARB’s Drive Clean criteria.  Chrysler displayed advanced con-
cepts cars and GEMs (neighborhood electric vehicles) for ride & drive.  ARB and 
AQMD shared a booth, and Governing Board Member Tonia Reyes-Uranga was 
interviewed on-air by Leon Kaplan during his Motorman radio show.

For more information, contact Lisa Mirisola at (909) 396-3215.

A Conference and Expo on New and Emerging Clean Air Technologies and Innovations

Register Now for  “The Future is Green 
Conference and Expo”
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he Future is Green Conference and 
Expo on New and Emerging Clean Air Tech-
nologies and Innovations” will be held at the 
Long Beach Convention Center September 
14-16, 2008.  Earlybird conference registra-
tion rates will be available until July 31st.  
For information, and to register on-line, go 
to www.capcoagreen.com. 
 The conference is being hosted by the 
California Air Pollution Control Officers Asso-
ciation (CAPCOA), and will include sessions 
on:
• Renewable Power Generation
• Clean Fleet Vehicles and Technologies
• Green Consumer Products
• Green Building Design
• Clean Fuels
• Clean Transportation Systems
• Green Agricultural Equipment and   
 Operations
 A special workshop (additional fee) will 
be conducted Sunday afternoon for people 
interested in “How to Start a Green Busi-
ness.”  There will also be a half-day Teach-

“T er’s Workshop (free for teachers, 
but registration required) on Sunday 
afternoon.  And teachers are being 
encouraged to bring groups of high 
school students to attend special ses-
sions and view the expo on Monday 
and Tuesday.

The Public is invited to attend the 
Expo free of charge on Sunday, Sep-
tember 14th.  There will be over 100 
exhibits and many clean fuel vehicles 
on display. 

For more information, contact Larry 
Kolczak (909) 396-3215.

T

South Pasadena 
Clean Air Car Show 
and Film Festival

Sunday, July 20, 2008
El Centro Street and Fair Oaks Avenue
in the City of South Pasadena
11 am to 6 pm

ith gasoline prices going sky-high and con-
cerns about global warming increasing every
day, more and more Southern Californians are 
asking, “What can I do to save money AND save 
the planet?” One of the answers is to seek alterna-
tives to gas-guzzling cars that pollute the air and 
keep costing more to operate. To help educate the 
public about clean-air cars and other options for 
transportation, the City of South Pasadena invites 
all Southland residents to its Clean-Air Car Show 
and Film Festival! Highlights include:
 •  A wide selection of current and next-
  generation-technology vehicles including:
  Hybrid, Plug-in Hybrid, Electric, Hydrogen,  
  Fuel Cell, CNG and PZEV!
 •  Free movies on the Big Screen in the historic  
  Rialto Theatre all day!
 •  Informational exhibits from health, environ- 
  mental, energy, automotive and
  transportation organizations!
 •  Mini-seminars from leading experts on topics  
  like climate change, health effects of pollu- 
  tion, and alternative fuels development!
 •  Visits from local dignitaries, elected officials  
  and community leaders!
 •  Fun for the whole family, including an area 
   just for the kids!
 •  Food will also be available for purchase.
AQMD Governing Board Members Michael Cac-
ciotti and Michael Antonovich will participate in the 
opening ceremony for this event.

For more information, contact Rainbow Yeung at 
(909) 396-3373 or visit www.ci.south-pasadena.
ca.us/whatsnew/cleanaircarshow.html

W
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The Future is Green Conference and Expo:
New and Emerging Clean Air 
Technologies and Innovations
Sept. 14-16, 2008
Long Beach Convention Center

Register Now for  “The Future is Green 
Conference and Expo”

20th Annual Clean Air Awards

Home Energy Management 
Technology Forum 

he South Coast Air Quality Management District will pay tribute to individuals, community groups and 
businesses that have made significant contributions toward cleaner air at the agency’s 20th Annual Clean 
Awards. The October 1 awards luncheon will be emceed by NBC4 weathercaster Fritz Coleman and will 
serve to recognize award winners in the categories of advancement of air pollution control technology, inno-
vative transportation projects, model community achievements, public education on air quality issues, and 
promotion of good environmental stewardship. Additional awards are given for leadership in government, 
and for outstanding contributions in the field of air pollution health research. This year’s luncheon will be 
held at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel in downtown Los Angeles. Tickets are $35 each, or $350 for a table 
of ten. To reserve your seat or table, call Geri Bowen at (909) 396-2778, or e-mail her at gbowen@aqmd.gov. 

he AQMD is hosting a free one-day forum and round-
table of experts discussing energy efficient technologies for 
the home.  These include smart metering, energy efficient 
appliances and consumer electronics, home energy storage, 
distributed generation, LEED certification, and other ways to 
reduce your carbon footprint.  The panel will offer presenta-
tions in the morning, followed by a roundtable discussion and 
public question and answer period in the afternoon.
     California’s energy policies have been significantly 
impacted by the passage of AB 32, which requires the state’s 
greenhouse gas emissions to be reduced to 1990 levels by 
2020.  Promoting energy efficient technologies and practices 
to create a “smart home” will help ensure that California 
residents meet their future energy needs.  Such smart home 
technologies and practices must also ensure air quality is not 
adversely impacted.
      The AQMD encourages anyone interested in this topic to 
attend this free forum.  No registration is required.  The forum 
will also be webcast live, and following the event, copies of 
the agenda, presentations and the webcast will be posted on 
the AQMD’s Technology Forum/Roundtable website at:  http://
www.aqmd.gov/tao/ConferencesWorkshops/techforum.htm.

If you have any questions, please contact Patricia Kwon at 
(909) 396-3065 or pkwon@aqmd.gov.

T

July 31, 2008 -- 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
South Coast AQMD Headquarters 
Auditorium

T
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The following proposed and amended rules and regulations are 
tentatively scheduled for hearing at upcoming Governing Board 
meetings. To verify whether scheduling changes have occurred, visit 
the AQMD Web site at www.aqmd.gov/hb/gb_cal95.html and check 
the Rule and Control Measure item on the Governing Board meeting 
agenda or call the Clerk of the Board’s Office at (909) 396-2500. 

Copies of AQMD rules and regulations can be downloaded from the 
Web site at www.aqmd.gov/rules/rules.html or provided by AQMD’s 
Public Information Center, (909) 396-2039.

Proposed Amended Rule 1610 - Old Vehicle Scrapping -
Amendments would reinstate the vehicle residency requirement in the District to 
24 months from 120 days and revise language to improve consistency with the 
state regulation.  For information, contact Dave DeBoer at (909) 396-2329 or
ddeboer@aqmd.gov.

Proposed Amended Rule 1158 - Storage, Handling and Transport of 
Petroleum Coke -
Amendments would address an increase in certain operations, or operations not 
previously envisioned when the rule was adopted; clarifications to requirements 
to improve enforceability; and removal of obsolete language from the rule imple-
mentation phase-in.  For information, contact Jill Whynot at (909) 396-3104 or 
jwhynot@aqmd.gov.

Proposed Rule 433 - Natural Gas Fuel Specification -
The proposed rule would reduce emissions of NOx by establishing an upper 
higher-heating value limit for natural gas fuel. For information, contact Joe 
Cassmassi at (909) 396-3155 or jcassmassi@aqmd.gov.

Proposed Amended Rule 1108 - Cutback Asphalt -
The amendments would further reduce VOC emissions.
For information, contact Larry Bowen at (909) 396-2575 or lbowen@aqmd.gov. 

Proposed Amended Rule 1146 - Emissions of Oxides of Nitrogen from 
Industrial, Institutional, and Commercial Boilers, Steam Generators and 
Process Heaters  – The AQMD is currently proposing to reduce the allowable 
NOx emission limits from 30 ppm to 12, 9 or 5 ppm, depending on equipment 
size and operational characteristics, as well as recognizing energy efficiency.  
Proposed compliance limits for units burning landfill or digester gases are 25 and 
15 ppm, respectively.  Other proposed changes include requiring annual tune-up 
procedures and monthly maintenance procedures, limiting time to derate equip-
ment, and applying a 30 ppm limit to low fuel usage equipment by January 1, 
2015 or at burner replacement, whichever occurs later.

Proposed Amended Rule 1146.1 - Emissions of Oxides of Nitrogen from 
Small Industrial, Institutional, and Commercial Boilers, Steam Generators 
and Process Heaters  – The proposed amendment to this rule would reduce the 
allowable emission limits of NOx from units with the application of low-NOx or 
ultra low-NOx burners with or without the use of flue gas recirculation (FGR). It 
is also the intent of this proposed amendment to harmonize the NOx compliance 
limits with those limits proposed for Rule 1146 and established in Rule 1146.2.

Proposed Rule 1147 - NOx Reductions from Miscellaneous Sources - 
The proposed rule will require combustion equipment not regulated by exist-
ing rules to meet emission limits for nitrogen oxides. For information, contact 
Joe Cassmassi at (909) 396-3155 or jcassmassi@aqmd.gov. 
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August - No Board Meeting

Registration for 
Low-Polluting Leaf 
Blower Exchange 
Begins July 15, 2008

ommercial gardeners (including 
city public works departments, school 
districts, park districts, etc.) are being 
encouraged to trade in their old, two-
stroke-engine leaf blowers and purchase 
a new STIHL BR 500 backpack blower 
(a $470 value) for just $200.  The STIHL 
BR 500 blower has the lowest engine 
emissions and the lowest noise levels of 
any professional model backpack blower 
on the market.  
     Gardeners must pre-register for one 
of the exchange events, which will be 
held in several locations throughout 
AQMD’s four-county jurisdiction.  For 
information, or to register, call toll-free 
1-888-425-6247.  

September

C



rue Ann Hargis began working at AQMD when she was only eighteen years 
old. This is no surprise since she started her first office job in real estate at sixteen! 
As someone who grew up on a five-acre farm filled with chickens and horses in San 
Bernardino, Drue developed a strong work ethic at a young age. 
 Drue works in the Technology Advancement Office performing contracts 
administration and event coordination. Her position includes administration of the 
School Bus Program, coordinating conferences such as the upcoming The Future is 
Green Conference & Expo, and working on special projects such as preparation of 
the Clean Fuels Annual Report. 
 Before working in this position, Drue worked as the Board Committee Liaison 
in the Executive Office for several years. She’s also worked in Public Affairs, 
Finance, and Engineering.
 Drue has an A.A. in Liberal Arts from Mt. San Antonio College. She plans to return to school in fall 2009 to 
work on her bachelor’s degree in English. She’s also “flirting” with the idea of getting her teaching credentials to teach 
elementary school.
 At home Drue enjoys reading and writing, in particular, stories about children and family life. In the last eight years 
many of her stories, articles, and essays have been published in various newspapers, magazines, books, and online. She 
also stays busy with her two sons, Matthew, 15 and Michael, 9.  Drue’s family has more than a dozen pets including a 
rosy boa snake, a bearded dragon, three five-toed western box turtles, five cats, and a dog that is a Papillion/long-haired 
Chihuahua mix.
 Drue said, “While I always remember being somewhat environmentally conscientious,” as a result of her parents’ 
interests in the environment and wildlife, “working at the AQMD really taught me about mankind’s effect on it.” She 
now tries to teach her children the same values and hopes they will one day become environmentalists and leaders.

Meet the diversely talented 
people who work at the AQMDPEOPLEPEOPLEClean AQMDAdvisor
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isa Virgo, AQMD’s 
Controller, is passionate about 
our mission of cleaning the air, 
even in small ways and behind 
the scenes.
 Lisa Virgo started here at the 
AQMD in June 1989 as a Senior 

Drue Ann Hargis
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Accountant. She later became a Financial Analyst, and is now the Controller. In 
this position Lisa is responsible for accounting, cash management, asset manage-
ment, and payroll sections.  Also, she makes sure AQMD receives the highest 
obtainable rankings on its audited financial reports. Another important part of her 
job, she says, is her code of ethics.  Lisa stated she must always remain “neutral, 
impartial, and free from bias.”
 Before coming to the AQMD, Lisa worked as a controller for a nonprofit 
organization in Chicago, as well as for an american textile company in Jakarta, 
Indonesia.
 Lisa received a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Philippines, Manila, and then went on to get her MBA from 
Roosevelt University in Chicago.  She has her CPA (Certified Public Accountant) 
license in California, Illinois, and the Philippines.  Lisa was also an exchange stu-

dent in Minneapolis, Minnesota before immigrating to the U.S.
 Lisa comes from a very big family. She is one of twelve siblings, who have 
each lived all over the world, and she has traveled extensively visiting them. Now, 
five of them all live very close together here in Southern California. She is also 
married and has a son.
 In her spare time, Lisa enjoys practicing yoga, doing volunteer work, and 
playing golf with her son and husband, although she admits she’s not nearly as 
good at the sport as they are.
 After working here, Lisa said she has really come to “believe and live the mis-
sion of South Coast AQMD,” and has developed “a passion for cleaning the air.”

Lisa Virgo



Rule Compliance 
Promotion Classes

Rule 403-Controlling Dust in the 
South Coast Air Basin
• Every third Wednesday of   
 the month
This half-day class is held at 
AQMD’s Diamond Bar headquar-
ters from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
There is no fee, but pre-registration 
is required. To register, call toll free 
1-866-861-DUST (3878) or email 
dustcontrol@aqmd.gov.

Rule 403.1-Controlling Dust in the 
Coachella Valley
• Every third Thursday of the   
 month 
This course is held from 1:00 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Coachella 
Valley Association of Governments, 
Room 119, 73-710 Fred Waring 
Dr., Palm Desert, CA, 92260. There 
is no fee, but pre-registration is 
required.  To register, call toll free 
1-866-861-DUST (3878) or email 
dustcontrol@aqmd.gov.

Rule 2202-Employee Transportation 
Coordinator Training   
• July 23, SCAQMD’s Diamond  
 Bar Headquarters

• August 6, SCAQMD’s   
 Diamond Bar Headquarters
• August 21, Cathedral of Our   
 Lady of the Angels, 
 Los Angeles
• September 4, SCAQMD’s   
 Diamond Bar Headquarters
• September 17, Riverside   
 (Location to be announced)
• October 2, SCAQMD’s   
 Diamond Bar Headquarters
• October 16, OCTA, Orange
• November 5, SCAQMD’s   
 Diamond Bar Headquarters
• November 19, METRO, 
 Los Angeles
• December 4,  SCAQMD’s   
 Diamond Bar Headquarters
Classes are held from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Registration fee is 
$61.70 per person. Enrollment is 
limited to 20 students and classes 
will be filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis.
To register, call (909) 396-2777 or 
e-mail etctraining@aqmd.gov.

Rule 461-Gasoline Transfer and 
Dispensing
 All classes are held at AQMD’s 
Diamond Bar headquarters from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The Daily 
class cost is $50, the Periodic 
class is $150 and the Tester 
class is $100.  The Periodic Self-
compliance Class is a two - day 
class.  Pre-registration is required 
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for these classes.  To register, call 
909-396-2583 or email 
ebarrera@aqmd.gov.
• August 8   Tester Orientation   
 Class
• October 9-10  Periodic Self-  
 Compliance Class
• October 17 -  Tester   
 Orientation Class
• October 25- Daily Maintenance  
 Self-Compliance Class

Rule 1403- Asbestos Demolition/
Renovation Activities
Classes are from 8:00 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m., held in CC6 at 
the SCAQMD’s Diamond Bar 
Headquarters.  There is no fee, 
but pre-registration is required.  
Please email (jmoore@aqmd.gov) 
or phone (909-396-2053) your 
request with Company Name, 
Attendee Name, Date of class 
desired and Contact person’s 
phone number.  Following is the 
schedule:
•  August 13
•  September 17
•  October 15
•  November 12
•  December 17

This bimonthly news publication is produced 
by the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District’s (SCAQMD) Public Affairs Office.  
AQMD is the air pollution control agency for 
Orange county and major portions of Los Angeles, 
San Bernardino and Riverside counties.  AQMD 
does not endorse or warrant any products, ser-
vices or companies mentioned in this publication.

To subscribe, send your name and address 
to: SCAQMD Advisor, SCAQMD, 21865 Copley 
Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182, or e-mail 
aqmdadvisor@aqmd.gov.

For news updates and other information, 
visit AQMD’s Web site at www.aqmd.gov.

The SCAQMD Advisor is now 
available online at
www.aqmd.gov/pubinfo/webpubs.
htm or visit aqmd.gov and select 
“Quick Links” / “Advisor.”
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