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South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Notice of Public Consultation Meeting

	Environmental Justice Enhancement I-4 -- Localized Significance Thresholds


September 3, 2003 - 9:00 a.m.
SCAQMD Headquarters Auditorium
21865 E. Copley Drive
Diamond Bar, CA  91765

Purpose of the Meeting
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has scheduled a Public Consultation Meeting to present an overview of the draft proposal implementing Environmental Justice Program Enhancement I-4 -- Localized Significance Thresholds.  The purpose of this Public Consultation Meeting is to explain the background of, and methodology used to derive localized significance thresholds and solicit public input on the proposal.  The target audience for this meeting is local public agency planners, but the general public is welcome to attend.
Summary of the Proposal
As part of the SCAQMD’s environmental justice program, attention has focused on localized effects on air quality from land use projects.  In accordance with Governing Board direction, the SCAQMD has developed localized significance thresholds (LSTs) as another indicator of significance for projects subject to an environmental analysis under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The LSTs consist of mass emission look-up tables by source receptor area (SRA) that can be used by public agencies to determine whether or not a project has the potential to generate significant adverse localized air quality impacts.  LSTs represent the maximum emissions from a project that will not cause or contribute to an exceedance of the most stringent applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard.  Dispersion modeling is another approach for identifying localized air quality impacts.
The use of LSTs applies to the following pollutants only: oxides of nitrogen (NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), and particulate matter less than 10 microns in diameter (PM10).  Two methodologies are used to develop LSTs.  Generally, NOx and CO LSTs are developed based on the ambient concentrations of each pollutant in each SRA within the SCAQMD’s jurisdiction.  PM10 LSTs are developed based on equivalent concentration requirements identified in SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust.
The SCAQMD proposal recommends using the LST mass rate look-up tables only for projects that are less than or equal to five acres.  Lead agencies are not precluded from performing project-specific modeling if they prefer more precise results.  The proposal also includes the recommendation that lead agencies perform project-specific air quality modeling for projects greater than five acres.

Available Supporting Documents and Other Relevant Information
Copies of the Draft Localized Significance Threshold Methodology document that explains when to use LSTs and how they were derived may be obtained from the Public Information Center at (909) 396-2039 or online at http://www.aqmd.gov/hb/attachments/ 030736b.doc.  Other information on this topic can be found online at http:/www.aqmd.gov/ej/I-4/I4.htm.  Copies of the Draft Localized Significance Threshold Methodology will also be available at the Public Consultation Meeting.
Submission of Documents or Comments
The public is requested to send documents, studies, data, reports, comments or other information relevant to developing or using Draft Localized Significance Thresholds no later than 5 p.m. September 10, 2003 to: 

James Koizumi – CEQA Section
Planning, Rules and Area Sources

South Coast A.Q.M.D.
21865 E. Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765-0937

E-mail:  jkoizumi@aqmd.gov
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