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South Coast Air Quality Management District

	Notice of Public Consultation Meeting

	Environmental Justice Enhancement III-2 -- Expedited CEQA Analysis Process for Any Major Project that Contains Commitments and Milestone Schedules for Implementation of “Super Clean Air Actions”


June 19, 2003 - 1:30 p.m.
SCAQMD Headquarters Auditorium
21865 E. Copley Drive
Diamond Bar, CA  91765

Purpose of the Meeting
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has scheduled a Public Consultation Meeting to present an overview of the draft proposal implementing Environmental Justice Program Enhancement III-2 -- Expedited CEQA Analysis Process for Any Major Project that Contains Commitments and Milestone Schedules for Implementation of “Super Clean Air Actions.”  The purpose of this Public Consultation Meeting is to provide background on development of the proposal and present the draft proposal for implementing Environmental Justice Enhancement III-2.  In addition, the Public Consultation Meeting is an opportunity to solicit public input on the proposal, which includes amending the SCAQMD’s existing Green Carpet Program.
Summary of the Proposal
There are two concepts inherent in Environmental Justice (EJ) Enhancement III-2: 1) reward a project proponent with streamlined permit application review; and 2) incorporate advanced low- or zero-emission technologies in project planning.
To implement the concept of rewarding a project proponent with a faster administrative review, the SCAQMD is proposing to allow the project proponent access to the SCAQMD’s existing Green Carpet Program as the incentive for implementing one or more measures from a specified project list that consists of clean or low-emitting technologies.
A “super clean air action” is a technology-based action consisting of implementing a clean or low-emitting technology as specified on a list developed by the SCAQMD.  Example technologies include: installing fuel cells; purchasing new clean fuel school buses with oxidation catalysts; replacing diesel engines with clean fuel engines with oxidation catalysts; installing particulate traps, oxidation catalysts, and using low sulfur diesel; replacing perchloroethylene (perc) dry cleaning machines with non-perc alternative dry cleaning machines; and constructing anaerobic digesters that could be used as a compliance option for proposed Rule 1127.
In addition to committing to voluntarily implementing “super clean air actions,” a project applicant’s project would also have to meet the following criteria: the SCAQMD is the lead agency under CEQA; projects with emissions below the SCAQMD’s CEQA significance thresholds; “super clean air actions” cannot otherwise be required by law or regulation for at least three years; and the “super clean air action” should be located within a five-mile radius around the proposed project site.  
Available Supporting Documents and Other Relevant Information
Copies of the draft proposal may be obtained from the Public Information Center at (909) 396-2039 or online at http://www.aqmd.gov/ej/III-2/mtg4-22/proposal.doc.  Other information on this topic can be found online at http://www.aqmd.gov/ej/III-2/III2.htm.  Copies of the draft proposal will also be available at the Public Consultation Meeting.
Submission of Documents or Comments
The public is requested to send documents, studies, data, reports, comments or other information relevant to the draft proposal no later than 5 p.m. June 26, 2003 to: 

James Koizumi – CEQA Section
Planning, Rules and Area Sources

SCAQMD

21865 E. Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765-0937

E-mail:  jkoizumi@aqmd.gov
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