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South Coast Air Quality Management District

Minutes for the STMPR Advisory Group Meeting
Wednesday, December 7, 2005
1.
Welcome and Introductions

Ms. Elaine Chang, Deputy Executive Officer, Planning, Rule, and Area Sources, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Mr. Joseph Cassmassi, Planning & Rules Manager, discussed the role of the Advisory Group in providing suggestions and comments on air quality and socioeconomic issues in the development of the AQMP.  He encouraged feedback from the Advisory Group, during the 2007 AQMP process.  The Advisory Group was advised to submit written comments and suggestions to Mr. Cassmassi.  
Ms. Frances Keeler, Sr. Deputy District Counsel discussed the operating guidelines of the Advisory Group as well as the Brown Act requirements.  Ms. Keeler informed the group that each member may designate one identified alternate to attend meetings in their absence, to ensure regular attendance and adequate representation.   
2.
Summary 2003 AQMP
Mr. Cassmassi provided a summary of the modeling analysis and platform selection for the 2003 AQMP.   UAM was chosen as the ozone dispersion model in the 2003 AQMP due to staff’s experience with the model and ability of UAM to recreate peak 1-hour average ozone concentrations.  Dispersion modeling for PM2.5 and PM10 relied on the UAM AERO-LT model for the 1995 modeling year.  Speciated rollback was used for the 24-hour average analysis primarily because the basin over the past decade preceding the 2003 AQMP hadn’t exceeded the standard for 24 hour PM10 unless it was a high wind event.  For the 8-hour CO, CAMx as well as CAL3QHC for hot spots modeling and rollback was used to extrapolate the simulations for 2002 to 2003 and 2004.   A mid-course ozone simulation was conducted to test model performance and modeling assumptions.  .An independent panel of peer reviewers recommended moving to a new modeling platform that was mass consistent, and they also indicated the need to improve tools as well as the methodology for the 2007 AQMP.
3.
Modeling Methodology Overview
Mr. Cassmassi gave a general overview of the 2007 AQMP.  The 8-hour ozone and PM2.5 will be the key issues for the 2007 AQMP, and thoracic particulates may be added on in the coming year.  EPA plans to promulgate and adopt a thoracic particulate (PM10-PM2.5) standard in the 2006 calendar year.  The new standard for ozone is based on a 3-year average of the 4th highest value not to exceed .085 ppm.  The South Coast Air Basin has been designated Severe-17 for the federal 8-hour ozone standard which means that the region has until 2021 to meet the standard.  The PM2.5 standard is based on a 3-year average concentration not to exceed 15 µg/m3.  The attainment date for PM2.5 is 2015 (including a five-year extension).   
In response to recommendations, a quasi-uniform modeling approach is being taken.  A couple of different models are being used to do the chemistry however, the CAMx dispersion platform will be used for the different modeling analyses.   To address reactivity issues, SAPRC99 chemistry is being used for ozone.   For PM2.5 and PM10, the AERO-LT linear aerosol chemistry package will be used with the CB-IV gas-phase chemistry.  Mr. Cassmassi outlined the general scope of the modeling methodology as:  obtain the best achievable base-year model performance, simulate the attainment year with the control strategies to determine the relative reduction factor (RRF) then apply the RRF to the design value of 2002.  It has been proposed to use a 3-year average of the annual design value to minimize the impact of unusual meteorology or radical changes in emissions.  An episode has not yet been selected for the 24-hour average PM2.5 attainment demonstration but some of the higher days from the annual simulation will be targeted.
There will also be analyses for socioeconomic modeling. The socioeconomic group is upgrading demographic data in terms of ethnic and racial distribution of the work force, and has begun to use the REMI model in looking at the NAICS for rulemaking.  Socioeconomic issues will be discussed further at the next meeting.

4.
SoCal Modeling Partnership
Mr. John DaMassa, of CARB, gave an overview of the SoCal Modeling Partnership.  He referenced the modeling and emissions inventory working groups that were convened as part of the 1997 and 2003 SIPs, which consisted of affected air districts, the U.S. Navy, U.S. EPA and others involved in air quality modeling and emissions inventory preparation.  The SoCal Modeling Partnership would act as a similar consortium for the 2007 AQMP.  The effort, focused on the southern half of California would share technical work being done and products being generated, in order to ensure that the affected parties are familiar with the process and that the products generated meet their needs.  Transport will also be an area of concern for the consortium to explore.
5.
Emissions
Mr. Cassmassi discussed the 2007 AQMP emissions inventories, which are in the process of being developed.  The 2007 AQMP will use the 2002 base year for modeling and inventory projections.  The emissions inventory that was projected from the 2003 AQMP has changed and it will undergo additional changes.  There is a slight change toward fewer emissions in the atmosphere for the stationary source inventory.  For the mobile source inventory, there is a gross adjustment higher for the on-road category. Additional adjustments will be made to this inventory, primarily in the off-road sector.  The ports emissions will be revisited thoroughly because of No Net Increase, the Air Resources Board’s analysis and the Goods Movement Action Plan.

6.
MATES III Update
Dr. Jean Ospital, Health Effects Officer, gave an overview of the Multiple Air Toxics Exposure Study III (MATES III).  This study follows the MATES II, which was conducted in 1998-1999, and MATES run in 1986-1987.  MATES was originally scheduled for one year, but was extended for an additional year due to near-record rainfall this past winter and its potential effects on the pollutant levels being monitored.  The goal of MATES III is to update toxic air pollution levels and toxic emission inventories, and then input those data into a computer model of air dispersion to determine the cancer risk, as well as non-cancer health risk, from air toxics across the Southland.  The study also investigates potential toxic “hot spots” in communities.  Modeling inventories used for the toxics for the AQMP will not be the same as those used for MATES III.  
7.
Plan Schedule

Mr. Cassmassi presented the proposed schedule for development of the 2007 AQMP.  The emissions inventory will be finalized by winter 2006.  Staff has begun brainstorming on control strategy development.  The draft plan will be available in September or October of 2006.  
8.
Other Business
The Advisory Group set the meeting calendar for the 2006 calendar year.  Meetings were scheduled for the second Wednesday of every month with the next meeting tentatively schedule for January 11, 2006.  The request was made to have meeting materials sent prior to the scheduled meeting, to allow sufficient time for review.  Mr. Cassmassi agreed to provide the agenda and accompanying materials one week in advance of scheduled meetings.  A comment was made to have less information generated and instead allow time for more discussion. 
9.
Public Comment Period

No public comments were received.
10.
Adjourn

Mr. Cassmassi adjourned the meeting at approximately 12:15 p.m.
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