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SUMMARY OF AGENDA ITEM

Discussion of California Fuel Cell Partnership Activities toward Fuel Cell Commercialization

Discussions were held regarding a Roadmap Study, safety issues, and other work being undertaken by various subgroups or teams formed by the CaFCP partners.  The latter included presentations from the light-duty (car) team, the fuels team, the communications team, and the bus team.  Each individual auto partner presented their own plans for introduction of fuel cell vehicles in 2001 and beyond.  The Department of Energy presented an analysis of the impact of fuels on greenhouse gases, air pollutants, and energy requirements for fuel cell vehicles.  Also discussed were budgetary matters and legal issues, including liability of partners and confidentiality of information discussed at the CaFCP.

The Roadmap Study being done under contract was discussed in great detail.  This work has been in progress for over a year, and is intended to identify challenges and solutions for four different fuel scenarios, based on certain given assumptions and conditions.  The four fuels included hydrogen, gasoline, methanol, and ethanol, and the study was predicated on reaching certain vehicle sales targets in California by 2010.  A panel composed of seven Steering Team members was selected to prepare a short summary for discussion at the next meeting of the Steering Team.

A presentation was made on safety management and a proposed safety plan, to address the safety of hydrogen operations and fuel cell vehicles at the CaFCP.  AQMD representatives expressed concern with the level of expertise and background of the safety personnel at the site.  This matter was then referred to the safety team for further resolution.

The communications team presented plans for participation in public events and programs where fuel cell vehicles can be demonstrated.  This included the Orange County Fair and the AQMD International Conference to be held at Disneyland in November 2001.

The next meeting is scheduled for July 17-18, 2001 at Sacramento, while the Fall 2001 meeting will be held at AQMD facilities in Diamond Bar in October.
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