 







PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT

  DECEMBER 2001

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

As of March 2000, the AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives below.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

2.  Ambient Monitoring of Air Toxics
MATES II and Microscale Study:  Completed.  Governing Board approved MATES II study at March 2000 meeting.

5.  Environmental Justice Task Force
Completed.  The final report was received at the August 1999 Governing Board meeting. 

6.  City of Los Angeles Environmental 

     Justice Forum
Completed.  AQMD participated in the October 25, 1997, forum.

7.  Diesel Fuel Clean-Up Incentives
The series of fleet rules was completed in April 2001 with the adoption of Rule 1195, Clean On-Road School Buses.

8.  Field Inspection Technology
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a plan at the December 1998 meeting. 

9.  Portable Equipment Permitting
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a compliance policy for Portable Equipment on March 12, 1999.

10. Public Comment, Rules 1401 and 

     1402
Completed.  The Governing Board approved the Toxics Reduction Plan at the March 2000 meeting.

The following Initiatives are ongoing:

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

1. Town Hall Meeting.
· AQMD co-sponsored and participated as an organizing partner in the “Voices for Healthy Environments, Healthy Communities, Healthy Jobs” town hall meeting held December 7-8, 2001 in Inglewood.

3. Community Response    

    Teams
· No activity reported this month 

4. CEQA Commenting
Reporting period:  November 2001
Documents received this reporting period: 

41

Requests to AQMD for document review:

0

Documents to receive AQMD comments:                         8

Comment letters sent out this reporting period:

4

COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month:

Participated in American Lung Association of Orange County’s Environmental Justice Committee meeting in Santa Ana to identify various communities of color located in Orange County.

AQMD attended and supported the Air Resources Board's adoption of their Environmental Justice Policies on December 13th.

AQMD staff attended U.S. EPA and the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research Environmental Justice Training on December 18th.  

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for AQMD staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  AQMD also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office this month:

Provided a general air quality overview and AQMD Headquarters tour for the Cohousing Council of Southern California.

Provided a general air quality overview for three students from Walter Reed Middle School of North Hollywood.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs. Mailed
Calls Rec’d by PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls  

196
259
229
2,743
2,740

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given:

ACTIVITY

School district:  Discussed compliance status with the requirement to retrofit or replace boilers by the deadline in Rule 1146.2. (Pre-1992 boilers between 1&2 million Btu/hr must be replaced by July 2002).  Staff discussed enforcement options and assisted with completing a variance request.

New truck manufacturer: Exploring setting up a facility for manufacturing truck components in South Coast Air Basin.  Met with staff from Japan and Southern California to discuss the production processes they would have.  Explained the rules with which they would need to comply and the fees for equipment permits.

Department store chain:  Operates emergency engines in their stores throughout the South Coast Air Basin.  Some of the equipment permit applications were denied.  Provided consultation and assistance regarding enforcement options and the filing of variance petitions.

Boiler retrofit kit supplier:  Discussed how to get equipment certified and what activities were being done to publicize the boiler retrofit/replacement requirement.  If certified, this would be the first retrofit kit available, and would greatly reduce the costs for meeting the requirements of Rule 1146.2.

Commercial bakery:  Concerned that conveyorized baking tray washing machines might fall under Rule 1146.2.  Observed the equipment in operation and determined it does not fall under Rule 1146.2. 

Computer equipment design and manufacturing facility:  Will install a new plasma-etching device for computer wafers.  Provided consultation and assistance in determining the permitting and compliance requirements for the device.

Local high school district:  Anticipating potential non-compliance with District’s Rule 1146.2 - the boiler low-NOx requirement deadline in July 2002.  Provided consultation regarding variance petition and other enforcement options to obtain relief and be allowed to achieve compliance with the rule within an extended time period.

New powder coating facility:  Provided assistance completing permit applications for a powder spray booth and a curing oven.

Asphalt production:  An out-of- state asphalt technology company proposes starting up an asphalt slurry seal mixing operation to be located in the Inland Empire.  Provided preliminary consultation in determining permitting requirements for the mixing plant.  (Referred by Cal EPA). 

Major hotel:  Operates a dry cleaning machine with an expired permit.  Referred by the District Prosecutor.  Provided consultation regarding enforcement options and AQMD Hearing Board variance petition process.

Bicycle manufacturer:  Uses non-compliant coating in the production processes.  Is not able to find any compliant coating for the automobile-type finishing that his customers require. Assisted in completing a petition for a limited variance in order to allow the company to temporarily use the non-compliant coating while searching for compliant coating material.

Small dry cleaner:  Operates a perc dry cleaning machine with an expired permit.  The new permit application is being denied because the existing equipment does not meet the current technology requirements.  Provided consultation to the facility owner regarding enforcement options, including order for abatement.

Wood cabinet manufacturer:  Plans to install new UV-cured coating production line and an additional spray booth.  Provided consultation and explained the permitting and compliance requirements for the UV line and the conventional spray booth equipment.  Also assisted in completing a permit application for the new spray booth.

Coating operation:  Complaint referral from the Los Angeles Mayor’s Office regarding a coating operation causing a public nuisance.  Explained District rule 402 and logged the complaint for compliance investigation.

Miscellaneous manufacturer:  Embroidery operation that has boilers subject to Rule 222.  Company is responding to our Rule 222 flyer/notice regarding boilers.  Provided and explained applicable District rules and filing requirements.

Aircraft interiors company:  Replaces worn carpets, seat, and panel coverings on small and medium-sized airplanes. Need to know rule requirements for their adhesives and open spraying equipment. Visited facility to discuss the type and quantity of adhesives used.  Requested they obtain additional information from the adhesive suppliers and asked them to keep more detailed records of usage. In the interim, will explore Rule 1124 exemptions which apply to their activities.

Lithographic printing company:  Wanted to obtain a permit for their printing press. Measured the distance from a nearby elementary school with GPS and found it was <1000ft to the press. Informed them they would have to do a public notification. Then completed their permit application for a lithographic press.

Lithographic printing company:  Requested assistance determining which  presses need permits. Met at facility and reviewed usage of inks and solvents on each press. Will return to help him with applications for two presses.

Rubber molding company:  Requested assistance completing permit application(s) for four rubber presses. Visited factory and found they had filled out only one set of application forms for the four units. Advised him that individual applications were needed and helped him make some changes and put the paperwork together. Discussed upcoming deadlines applicable to boilers, which now have to be registered and later, retrofitted or replaced.

Cabinet manufacturer:  Considering leasing the rest of a building they now partially occupy. Requested information on what would be required to move their three spray booths from an adjacent building to this new area. Visited the facility and determined the buildings were contiguous and new permits would not be required for the move. 

 LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITY

Intergovernmental Affairs staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

 Attended the Orange County “Clean Cities” Coalition Steering Committee Meeting.  Participated as a founding member along with key Orange      County elected officials, city managers, and stakeholders in the “Kick-off Meeting” for the new Coalition.

Attended the Omnitrans Board Meeting.  Discussed the status of the “Settlement Agreement” with Board Members from San Bernardino, Montclair, Rancho Cucamonga, Chino, Chino Hills, Fontana, and Omnitrans Chief Financial Officer.

Met with city manager from Big Bear Lake to discuss the city’s concerns about the proposed enhanced SMOG CHECK program for parts of San Bernardino and Riverside counties.  Arranged for appropriate AQMD staff member to contact him for a more in-depth discussion.

Attended the Mary Burn’s Groundbreaking event at the Jurupa Mountain Cultural Center.  Discussed the Jurupa Unified School District “Alternative Fuel School Bus & Fueling Infrastructure Program” with school board president, board members, and school superintendent.

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS
Transportation Programs implements Rule 2202-On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, and related training programs; provides AB 2766 outreach and technical assistance to local governments; coordinates with regional planning agencies relative to transportation, transportation conformity, and air quality issues; implements the AQMD's Rideshare Program; administers the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Demonstration Program; and administers additional mobile emission reduction programs and activities (such as AQIP, Clean Air Choice, Tug Boat MOUs, and Transportation Control Measures). 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 

The Media Communications Unit is responsible for informing and educating the public through the media and through the District’s Communication Center.  

Communication Center Statistics
The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

5,656
2,640
3,033
23
12,165

 *Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Media Releases

Following are the various media releases for the month. 

MEDIA
ACTIVITY

All
Issued news release on proposed enhancements to Smog Check programs

Magazine/Internet
Provided information to Laundry and Cleaning International on perc rule

Newsletter
Provided information on CAPCOA’s response to fast tracking power plant sites to Inside CalEPA

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report regarding perc and compost rules

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report on air quality legislative bills

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report on the enhanced Smog Check proposal

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report regarding diesel legal brief

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding Rule 1178, diesel brief, Rule 518.2

Newspaper
Provided information and arranged an interview with Mohsen Nazemi on power plant emissions to the Press Enterprise

Newspaper
Provided information on reduced diesel emissions to the Long Beach Press Telegram

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding asbestos investigation at Idyllwild school

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding TAO contracts to Hydrogen Burner Technology

Newspaper
Provided information and interview with Executive Officer to Los Angeles Times regarding environmental Justice

Newspaper
Provided information to Orange County Register regarding fireworks at Disneyland

Newspaper
Provided information to San Gabriel Valley Tribune  regarding Irwindale sand and gravel plant

Newspaper
Provided information to Idyllwild Town Crier regarding asbestos

Newspaper
Provided information to San Gabriel Valley Tribune regarding Vulcan Rock

Newspaper
Provided information  to the San Gabriel Valley Tribune regarding Automated Credit Exchange  

Newspaper
Provided information to North County Times regarding Smog Check proposal

Newspaper
Provided information to the Daily News regarding the SCAG report card on air quality

Newspaper
Provided information to San Bernardino Sun regarding AQMD environmental justice programs

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Rule 444

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding USC Children's Health Study

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Rule 1178

Newspaper
Provided information to Daily News regarding environmental justice programs

Newspaper
Provided information to Bakersfield Californian regarding MATES II study

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding burn permits

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Los Angeles Times regarding Disneyland fireworks

Newspaper
Provided information to Hemet Town Crier regarding asbestos

Newspaper
Provided information to the Riverside Press-Enterprise  regarding AQMD's CEQA process

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Rule 444 amendments

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding taxi program

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding fireplace emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to the Daily News regarding the UCLA study on air pollution link to birth defects

Newspaper
Provided information to the Press Enterprise regarding the UCLA study on air pollution link to birth defects

Newspaper
Provided information to the Daily News regarding funding for clean-fuel taxicabs 

Newspaper/Newsletter
Provided information and interview to the Riverside Press-Enterprise, BNA, San Bernardino Sun, Los Angeles Times Inland Valley & the Banning Record-Gazette regarding Smog Check proposal

Newspaper/Newsletters
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise, BNA and Inside Cal/EPA regarding Rule 1178 adoption

Radio
Provided information to KPCC-FM regarding perc rule

Radio
Provided information to Swedish Public Radio regarding RECLAIM

Radio
Provided information to Inland News Radio regarding Omnitrans

Radio
Provided information to KFWB radio regarding environmental justice programs

Radio
Provided information and interview to KPCC-FM regarding perc rule

TV
Provided information to Channel 7 regarding AQMD emergency response policy and radioactive materials

Press Relations Statistics

The Press Relations staff handles media calls to the District and media monitoring.

Press Interviews/Assistance
Total Clippings/Transcripts
Mailings by News Bureau

60
55
0
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