 







PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT

  FEBRUARY 2002

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

As of March 2000, the AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives below.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

2.  Ambient Monitoring of Air Toxics
MATES II and Microscale Study:  Completed.  Governing Board approved MATES II study at March 2000 meeting.

5.  Environmental Justice Task Force
Completed.  The final report was received at the August 1999 Governing Board meeting. 

6.  City of Los Angeles Environmental 

     Justice Forum
Completed.  AQMD participated in the October 25, 1997, forum.

7.  Diesel Fuel Clean-Up Incentives
The initial series of fleet rules was completed in April 2001 with the adoption of Rule 1195, Clean On-Road School Buses.

8.  Field Inspection Technology
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a plan at the December 1998 meeting. 

9.  Portable Equipment Permitting
Completed.  The Governing Board approved a compliance policy for Portable Equipment on March 12, 1999.

10. Public Comment, Rules 1401 and 

     1402
Completed.  The Governing Board approved the Air Toxics Control Plan at the March 2000 meeting.

The following Initiatives are ongoing:

INITIATIVE
ACTIVITY

1. Town Hall Meeting
· AQMD participated in the Office of Planning and Research Environmental Justice Forum held at the Ronald Reagan State Building on February 5th.

· AQMD hosted “Fundamentals of Environmental Justice” at AQMD headquarters on February 6th -7th. 

· AQMD participated in a Town Hall Meeting in Mira Loma on February 7th hosted by the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice.

· AQMD staff participated in a Community Meeting coordinated by the City of Norco on February 16th to discuss environmental concerns related to a facility in Norco.

3. Community Response    

    Teams
· AQMD staff is working with the City of Norco on an odor issue brought forth by the community. 

4. CEQA Commenting
Reporting period:  December 2001
Documents received this reporting period: 

58

Requests to AQMD for document review:

0

Documents to receive AQMD comments:                         12

Comment letters sent out this reporting period:

21

COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month:

Presentation of plaques by AQMD Board Chair Norma Glover at Governing Board meeting to students from Ruth Musser Middle School of Rancho Cucamonga. The students were recognized for having the best air quality considerations in their future city model at the Jan. 19 National Engineers Week Future City Competition at the California Science Center in Exposition Park.

Staffed information table at International Colloquium on Environmentally Preferred Alternative Concepts at the Newport Beach Marriott.

Staffed an information table at an environmental justice forum hosted by the Governor’s Office of Planning & Research at the Reagan Building in Downtown Los Angeles.

Coordinated  an AQMD/EPA-sponsored two-day Environmental Justice Training seminar which was attended by representatives from business, community, environmental and government organizations.

Co-sponsored the Voices for a Green L.A. community fair.

Participated in a press event at Westchester Community School to launch the American Lung Assoc. of LA County’s children’s website, (www.lalung.org/024U), which was funded through a co-sponsorship with AQMD.

Staffed an information booth at the City of Los Angeles’ Energy Seminar at the L.A. Convention Center.

Participated in SCAG workshop designed to analyze Environmental Justice aspects of the Southern California Regional Transportation Plan.

Attended the steering committee meeting of the Orange County region of the California Regional Environmental Education Community Network in Tustin to develop partnerships with environmental  educators in Orange County.

Staffed an information table at the Bravo Medical Magnet High School Health Fair in Boyle Heights.

SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for District staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The District also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office this month:

Facilitated visit by Jun Seok Cha, Ph.D., senior researcher at the National Institute of Environmental Research, Ministry of Environment, Korea.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

Visitor Transactions
Info Pkgs. Mailed
Calls Rec’d by PIC Staff
Calls to Automated System
Total Phone Calls  

203
105
357
3,677
4,034

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given:

ACTIVITY

 Met with Workman High School Environmental Academy to discuss programs the AQMD can partner with Workman High School.

 Coordinated the second outreach for Rule 1168 – Adhesive and Sealant Applications.

 Coordinated the outreach for Proposed Amended Rule 1401 – New Source Review of Toxic Air Contaminants

 Coordinated the outreach to Automotive Repair facilities announcing the On-Site Consultation program.  

Coordinated the outreach for Proposed Rule 1133 -- Emission Reductions from Composting and Related Operations Public Hearing.  Will be sending out about 1,000 notices.  Key  audiences will be city staff.

 Coordinated the outreach for Regulation IX – Standards of Performance for New Stationary Sources.  

Dry cleaner:  Operated a dry cleaning machine without a valid permit.  Current owner of the facility cannot be issued a change of ownership permit because the previous owner had no permit.  Working with permitting staff and the Chief Prosecutor’s Office, conducted a follow-up on-site consultation meeting and explained permitting and compliance requirements. 

Waste disposal:  Existing business that responded to  AQMD Small Business outreach flyer regarding Rule 109, Recordkeeping for VOC Emissions, for coatings and solvents usage.  Conducted an on-site technical consultation, explained applicable rules and regulations and covered recordkeeping requirements.

Auto body shop:  Existing business referred by the Riverside Planning Department through Clearance Letter Program.  Conducted an on-site technical consultation, explained the applicable rules and regulations, assisted in the completion and submittal of the required application forms, and covered the recordkeeping requirements.  Assistance was given in Spanish.

Auto body shop:  Received a Notice of Violation for not changing ownership on a spray booth permit and requested help with application. Inspected the booth and discovered the permit description for the existing permit was incorrect and the booth had some operational problems, caused by poor airflow. Advised the company look into having the booth exhaust filters modified to correct the problem. Once the modification specifications are determined, will help them apply for a new permit.

Cabinet top manufacturer:  Having a problem renewing their lease because of dust complaints made in the past by an adjacent business. Provided suggestions on abatement and gave names of companies that could test dust levels, to show the problem has been resolved.

Auto body shop:  Owner was mailed annual emissions reporting forms for last two years and wanted to know if he had to submit the forms each year, because his VOC emissions were very low. Spoke to supervisor in the Emissions Inventory group and updated firm’s mailing list status. Visited the shop to discuss VOC recordkeeping that will still be required for permit and rule compliance.

Network communications company:  Planning to install an emergency generator to back up main computer. Requested help with permit application forms.  Visited their facility, completed forms, and advised them the nearby high school would trigger a requirement for public notification.

Large condominium complex:  Operates multiple small boilers which are required to be replaced with low-emission equipment before 7-1-02 under Rule 1146.2.  Anticipates difficulties in achieving compliance before the deadline.  Conducted an on-site consultation and explained compliance options and variance petition procedures.

Food products manufacturer:  Installed an older, used emergency generator without a permit. To submit an application, they need to show the engine meets BACT requirements. Went to the facility to discuss how they could obtain the data. Advised that installation of an electrical nonresettable hour meter on one of their small boilers would be an acceptable method of demonstrating usage of <9,000 therms/year, for the purpose of Rule 1146.2 compliance.

Aircraft repair service:  Wants to revise VOC limit on spray booth permit. Visited company and found there were some problems with the permit and company’s usage of booth. Company contacted booth manufacturer to get proposals for modification of booth. Will have AQMD engineering staff review proposals to ascertain if they meet BACT requirements.

Aerospace product manufacturer:  Existing business is expanding to include additional degreasing equipment.  Explained applicable District rules, regulations and permitting requirements.  Also reviewed technical information on the products that are to be used for compliance confirmation.

Dry cleaner:  Existing business received a denial letter regarding their application for a permit to operate.  Coordinated with permitting and Chief Prosecutors Office staff regarding status of updated protocol with regard to facilities affected by Rule 1421 (decision pending CPO review).  The assistance was given in Spanish.

Maritime service company:  Plans to install vapor recovery systems on their bunker fuel transferring barges to control VOC emissions during fuel loading/unloading for ships in harbors along west coast ports.  Provided assistance completing the permit application for the vapor recovery equipment.

Auto parts re-manufacturer:  Operates degreasing/de-carbon processing tank using methylene chloride solutions without a valid permit.  Explained  permitting and compliance requirements for degreasing equipment. 

Country club/golf course:  Boiler must be replaced by upcoming 7/1/02 deadline in Rule 1146.2. They feel they can stay under the 9,000 therms/year limit, which will allow them to continue to use the boiler. They got an estimate of $2900 for installation of a nonresettable gas meter, and wondered if there was another way they could demonstrate their usage. Advised that an electrical nonresettable hour meter would be acceptable and could be purchased for <$100.

Auto body shop:  Owner allowed spray booth permit to expire three years ago and AQMD Chief Prosecutors Office has filed for an order of abatement. Inspector visited shop and filled out forms for permit application. The owner could not pay the application fee, so they also completed a fee review form, requesting a payment plan.

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE (Federal and State)

The Legislative Office continually tracks and identifies legislation that directly affects AQMD's programs, authority and impact to residents in the South Coast Air Basin, and works with AQMD staff, legislative staff, and others to prevent negative impacts from proposed legislation.  The Office also maintains a visible presence through advocacy programs that seek to strengthen and maintain positive relationships with state and federal officials.

ACTIVITY

Prepared four federal funding concepts for use in working to secure funding for Hydrogen Fuel Cell Infrastructure; Transition Assistance for Dry Cleaning Operations; Natural Gas Engine Research, Demonstration, and Deployment; and Homeland Security/Air Contaminant Monitoring Equipment.  Concepts approved by the Legislative Committee February 8th.

Follow-up to meetings held with Assemblyman Lowenthal and Senator Soto during visit by DEO, Public Affairs/Public Advisor and Legislative Assistant to Sacramento in January.  

LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITY (Four-County Area)

Intergovernmental Affairs staff provides outreach at monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, to name a few, as well as working with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following is a sample of the type of issues dealt with this month.

ACTIVITY

 Met with  Los Angeles City Councilmember staff regarding constituent issue with soil remediation project at local public facility.

Met with Carson Planning Commissioner and Parks & Recreation Commissioner regarding AQMD Environmental Justice Training Workshop and environmental justice issues including ARB and AQMD policies and initiatives.

Met with City of Burbank Water & Power staff regarding NOx Compliance Plan and Integrated Power Resource Plan.

Met with City of Pasadena staff regarding: healthy communities and cities program.

Met with Compton City staff and discussed microturbine program, air quality issues, future funding opportunities, Chairman Glover’s initiatives, and environmental justice issues.

Met with Executive Director of Friends of the Green Line.  Discussed transportation issues and environmental justice.

Met with Executive Director of the Transit Coalition regarding air quality issues and transportation projects.

Met with Gateway Cities Partnership, Inc. Executive Director regarding air quality, transportation, and environmental justice issues.

Met with Downey City Manager.  Discussed microturbine program, Chairman Glover’s initiatives, General Plan update, AB 2766 Subvention fund use, ARB and AQMD environmental justice policies and initiatives.

Met with staff to Los Angeles Department of Water & Power regarding solar power program.

Participated in a Community Advisory Board meeting of local government officials, business leaders, economists, developers, and key stakeholders regarding development issues in the Inland Empire in Riverside.  Among issues discussed was the potential development of a “Local Government Elected Officials Institute” for Local Officials in the Inland Empire.

Met with City of Cerritos Community Development staff.  Discussed current update on General plan, use of AB 2766 subvention funds, future needs for AQMD training for city’s code and building inspectors, AQMD permit letter for new businesses, Chairman Glover’s initiatives, transportation issues, and potential transportation funding from AB 2928 funds.

Met with staff from the City of Bell regarding microturbine program.

Discussed Whittier microturbine program with Whittier’s Public Works Director.

Attended Industrial Council Community Action & Emergency Response committee meeting.  Provided speaker for AQMD microturbine program.  Discussed air quality and environmental justice issues.

Met with Paramount Community & Economic Development manager.  Discussed air quality issues, AB 2766 subvention fund use and AB 2928 transportation funding opportunities.

Conferred with staff member to Mark Kepple High School regarding: microturbine demonstration program.

Conferred with staff from League of California Cities Los Angeles Division regarding air quality impact of Gold Line construction.

Met with the General Manager – Orange County Transit Authority (OCTA).  Discussed challenge that OCTA is currently experiencing with their Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) fueling infrastructure and the impact it is having on their bus operation.  Discussed their proposed solution to the problem and how it will affect their bus purchase timing.  

Met with Tustin City Manager and discussed the City’s plan to purchase alternative fuel street sweepers and medium duty vehicles in compliance with the AQMD’s fleet rules.

Met with Long Beach Transit Government Affairs representative regarding purchase of natural gas buses and use of low sulfur diesel and particulate traps.

Met with staff to City of South Pasadena regarding alternative fuel vehicles, AQMD Chairman’s Initiatives, and the constituent complaint process.

Met with Commerce Community Development staff regarding potential AQMD funding for railroad yard CNG-powered equipment.

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAMS
Transportation Programs implements Rule 2202-On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, and related training programs; provides AB 2766 outreach and technical assistance to local governments; coordinates with regional planning agencies relative to transportation, transportation conformity, and air quality issues; implements the AQMD's Rideshare Program; administers the Alternative Fuel Vehicle Demonstration Program; and administers additional mobile emission reduction programs and activities (such as AQIP, Clean Air Choice, Tug Boat MOUs, and Transportation Control Measures). 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS 

The Media Communications Unit is responsible for informing and educating the public through the media and through the District’s Communication Center.  

Communication Center Statistics
The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

Main Line Calls
Cut-Smog Line
After Hours Calls*
Spanish Line Calls
Total Phone Calls

6,091
3,580
2,404
43
12,969

 *Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

Media Releases

Following are the various media releases for the month. 

MEDIA
ACTIVITY

All
Issued news release on work plan for Chairman Glover's initiatives

All
Provided information to KPCC Radio, Inside Cal/EPA and AP on Environmental Justice workshop

All
Issued news release on enhanced Smog Check program

Magazine
Provided information to Laundry and Cleaning News regarding perc rule

Magazine
Provided information to Los Angeles Times Magazine regarding AQMD burn regulation and barbecue rule

Magazine
Provided information to the Woodshop News regarding Rule 1137 

Magazine
Provided information to NBC, CBS and Univision News regarding the USC study on air pollution’s impact on children’s lung development and air quality in the basin 

Magazine
Provided information to the AAA regarding air quality in the South Coast Air Basin 

Magazine
Provided information to LA Parenting regarding air quality trends and health effects

News Service
Provided information to Gannett News Service regarding barrel burning

News Service
Provided information to Natural Resources News Service regarding perc rule, compost rule

News Service
Provided information and interview to Associated Press regarding compost rule

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding CEQA handbook update

Newsletter
Provided information to Wood and Wood Products regarding woodworking rule

Newsletter
Provided information to California Environment Report regarding emissions reduction credits

Newsletter
Assisted League of Women Voters with inquiry on Board members representing LA County

Newsletter
Provided information to Inside Cal/EPA regarding compost rule

Newsletter
Provided information to Southland Reports regarding New Source Review, RECLAIM

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Idyllwild Town Crier regarding Hemet USD Notice of Violation

Newspaper
Provided information to San Bernardino County Sun  regarding Smog Check enhancement

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Fresno Bee regarding dairy emissions rule

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times/Inland Valley Section regarding Smog Check

Newspaper
Provided follow-up information to the Korea Times regarding dry cleaning facilities 

Newspaper
Provided information to LA Times/Inland Valley Section on OH Kruse abatement order hearing

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Mira Loma study

Newspaper
Provided follow-up information to the Korea Times regarding dry cleaning facilities 

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to San Gabriel Valley Tribune regarding great-horned owl nesting at Diamond Bar heaquarters

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Business Journal regarding fuel cell barge company

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Hemet USD Notice of Violation

Newspaper
Provided information to the San Bernardino Sun regarding odor incident at Omnitrans

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding Hemet School NOV

Newspaper
Provided information to LA Times regarding port emissions

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Idyllwild Town Crier regarding Hemet School NOV

Newspaper
Provided information to the Orange County Register regarding the AES Huntington Beach facility 

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times/Inland Valley edition regarding future fleet rules

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding woodworking rule

Newspaper
Provided information to Random Lengths regarding Governing Board meetings

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to San Bernardino County Sun regarding Omnitrans NOV

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding global warming emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to the USC Daily Trojan regarding general air quality in Los Angeles County 

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding diesel emissions

Newspaper
Provided information to the SGV Tribune regarding compliance order for gas smell in El Segundo

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding woodworking facilities

Newspaper
Provided information to Santa Monica Daily Press regarding Rule 2202

Newspaper
Provided information to Palm Springs Desert Sun regarding PM10 air quality

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times, and arranged interview, regarding career of Dr. Bob Zweig

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Riverside Press-Enterprise regarding CEQA, Mira Loma study, permitted facilities in Mira Loma, CE-CERT study

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times regarding vehicle scrapping programs

Newspaper
Provided information to San Bernardino Sun regarding Omnitrans

Newspaper
Provided information and interview to Orange County Register regarding Disneyland fireworks

Newspaper
Provided information to Los Angeles Times on RECLAIM, compost rule

Newspaper
Provided information to Riverside Press-Enterprise on Mira Loma study

Radio
Provided information to KNX News Radio regarding odors reported in El Segundo area

Radio
Provided information to Inland Empire News Radio regarding AQMD’s co-funding of the UCR CE-CERT study of the Mira Loma area 

Radio
Provided information on Governing Board schedule

Television
Provided information to Channel 5 (KTLA) regarding fleeting odor reported in various parts of LA (Compton to San Dimas)

Television
Provided information to Channel 4 regarding odors reported in El Segundo area 

TV
Provided information to Fox 11 News regarding great-horned owl nesting at Diamond Bar headquarters

Press Relations Statistics

The Press Relations staff handles media calls to the District and media monitoring.

Press Interviews/Assistance
Total Clippings/Transcripts
Mailings by News Bureau

89
194
0
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