PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORT

August 2002

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE UPDATE

The AQMD has met the objectives of the Environmental Justice Initiatives #2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.  Policies and procedures are in place to address the Environmental Justice concerns of communities and individuals.  Ongoing fulfillment of the other initiatives is as noted below.

	INITIATIVE
	ACTIVITY

	#1  Town Hall Meetings
	· Hosted community meetings to address community concerns and also present the Environmental Justice proposed enhancements for FY 2002-03 on the following dates and locations:
August 14 - San Bernardino
August 20 - Mira Loma
August 22 - Boyle Heights
August 26 - Huntington Park
August 28 - Pacoima

In addition, staff met with various environmental and business representatives to discuss the proposed Environmental Justice enhancements.

	#3  Community Response Teams
	No activity to report.

	#4  CEQA Commenting
	· Documents received during August 2002:
43

· Requests to AQMD for document review:
0

· Documents to receive AQMD comments:
11

· Comment letters sent out this reporting period:
17


COMMUNITY EVENTS/PUBLIC MEETINGS

Each year, thousands of AQMD customers receive tips on reducing their exposure to smog and its health effects, information on ways to participate in AQMD rule and policy development, and assistance in resolving air quality-related problems through events and meetings which AQMD sponsors alone and with others.  Following are examples of the activities that were undertaken during the month of August 2002.

	ACTIVITY

	Staffed a weekly information table at the Santa Monica Pier Community Concert Series and provided public with air quality information.

	Hosted a Health Symposium on Air Pollution at USC's Davidson Conference Center which drew over 200 attendees from health, community and civic organizations.

	Staffed an information table at the Hispanic Outreach Taskforce Health Fair in Whittier.

	Staffed an information table at the Kids Care Health Fair at Cedars Sinai Medical Center.


SPEAKER’S BUREAU/VISITOR SERVICES

AQMD receives requests from trade associations, chambers of commerce and community-based groups, as well as schools, hospitals, and health-based organizations for AQMD staff to speak on a variety of air quality-related issues.  The AQMD also hosts visitors from around the world who meet with staff on a wide range of air quality issues.  The following describes the types of activities coordinated by this office during August 2002.

	ACTIVITY

	Hosted Vice Director of Foreign Affairs for the Jiangsu (China) Environmental Protection Department, met with Technology Advancement and Planning & Rules staff for a general air quality overview and received a tour of the District's lab.

	Hosted the General Manager of an alternative fuel partnership in the Czech Republic, and met with Technology Advancement staff on alternative fuels.


COMMUNICATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Communication Center handles all District main line, CUT-SMOG line and Spanish line calls.

August 2002

	Main Line Calls
	Cut-Smog Line
	After Hours Calls*
	Spanish Line Calls
	Total Phone Calls

	7,043
	4,317
	2,685
	53
	14,098


*Saturday, Sunday, Holidays and after 9:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER STATISTICS

The Public Information Center handles phone calls and walk-in requests for general information.

August 2002

	Visitor Transactions
	Info Pkgs.

Mailed
	Calls Rec’d by

PIC Staff
	Calls to Automated System
	Total Phone Calls

	462
	75
	192
	6,484
	7,213


BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

AQMD assists businesses by notifying them of proposed regulations so they can participate in their development, and works with other agencies and states to identify efficient, cost-effective ways to reduce air pollution and shares that information broadly.  Staff also provides personalized assistance to small businesses both over the phone and by on-site consultation.  Following are examples of the types of assistance given.

	EXAMPLES

	Conducted 41 free on-site consultations.

	Helped 27 companies reinstate their expired permits.

	Provided permit application assistance to 50 companies.

	Met with foreign based truck component manufacturer seeking information on permitting requirements.

	Assisted 4 dry cleaners needing help with the Order for Abatement process.

	Staffed information booth at  Fabricare 2000 Dry Cleaning Convention in Long Beach.

	Assisted a new car testing facility with permits for fueling system.

	Assisted a chain restaurant with registering charbroilers at 24 of their restaurants.

	Assisted polystyrene molding company with application for variance.

	Helped a company that manufactures emission testing equipment.


GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS ACTIVITY (Four-County Area)

Governmental Relations staff provides outreach including monthly Board of Supervisors and City Council meetings, and works with local government, state and federal officials in response to their air quality concerns and local issues.  The following are typical issues dealt with this month.

	ACTIVITY

	Attended League of California Cities meeting.  Distributed AQMD materials and met with elected city officials.

	Conference with Los Angeles County Supervisor’s constituent regarding landfill and solid waste vehicle dust and odor complaints.

	Conference with Assemblymember’s aide regarding citizen’s complaint of black soot on houses in his Long Beach neighborhood.

	Conference with Inglewood Public Works Director regarding funding information and Bidders Conference.

	Conference with Long Beach Chamber of Commerce Executive Director regarding Government Affairs committee member’s air quality questions.

	Conferences with City of Carson Code Inspector regarding resident’s odor complaint.

	Conference with Los Angeles County Supervisor’s aide regarding constituent’s dust and odor complaints.

	Conference with Los Angeles City Councilmember’s aide regarding constituent’s odor complaints.

	Conference with Los Angeles City Councilmember’s aide regarding results of Compliance staff's investigation into odor complaints.

	Conference with Assemblymember’s aide regarding environmental email-based news outlet in Long Beach.

	Responded to a Rancho Cucamonga Chamber member’s inquiry re: a furniture manufacturer’s relocation and associated VOC allocations.

	Attended the SANBAG City/County Manager’s Technical Advisor Committee Meeting and provided them information on AQMD, the Carl Moyer Program extension, the Air Quality Permit Checklist, Available Funding Sources and a flyer from the Clean Air Awards 2001 program highlights of the City of Santa Clarita’s implementation of air quality elements in its general plan.

	Attended the San Bernardino Area Chamber of Commerce Government Affairs Division’s Legislative meeting.
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