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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY CLEAN CITIES PROGRAM

NATIONAL CONFERENCE RETURNING TO PALM SPRINGS CA

Palm Springs, CA – In an unprecedented move, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Clean Cities Program administrators announced that the 11th National Clean Cities Conference and Exposition will return to Palm Springs May 1-3, 2005.  

“The departure from the normal site selection process came about as a direct result of their overwhelmingly positive experience during the 9th National Clean Cities Conference & Expo held in Palm Springs, CA May 18-21,” said Palm Springs mayor Will Kleindienst.  “In conversations with program leaders they told me that the 2003 event was the largest and most successful in the program’s history.  Everywhere conference attendees looked there were alternative fuel vehicles (AFVs).  And, this community is genuinely enthusiastic about alternative fuels, reducing the nation’s dependency on foreign oil and mindful of harmful fossil fuel emissions.” added Kleindienst who personally drives a compressed natural gas Ford sedan.

The Coachella Valley has long been touted as an alternative fuels mecca and industry leader in advanced transportation research and development.  This recognition is largely due to SunLine Transit Agency and SunLine Services Group, its board of directors and more than 250 Clean Cities Coachella Valley Region stakeholders who
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are committed to demonstrating the viability of clean alternative fuels and renewable energy.


“The 2003 conference was well worth the two-year planning process,” noted Bert Kronmiller, Clean Cities Coachella Valley Region coordinator.  “The unrivaled efforts and hospitality of the Palm Springs Convention Center, Wyndham and Hilton hotels, 

reception venues, and above all Palm Springs Mayor Will Kleindienst made all the difference in the decision to return to Palm Springs in 2005.  I couldn’t be more thrilled.”

A boon to the Coachella Valley economy, it is estimated the 2003 conference contributed more than $700,000 to area businesses during the four day event.

The 11th Annual National Clean Cities Conference and Exposition is anticipated to bring together more than 1200 registrants who will experience the latest advancements in alternative fuel transportation technology.  Most major auto manufacturers, fuel providers and key alternative fuel industries will be on display.  No other conference in the United States brings together such diversity in alternative fuels available today.  Everything from compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, biodiesel, propane, electric, ethanol to hydrogen fuel cell technology will be represented.


The DOE Clean Cities Program is voluntary and made up of more than 80 coalitions across the United States.  The Program’s primary mission is to advance the use of alternative fuel vehicles, reduce the nation’s dependency on foreign oil, and improve air quality by reducing harmful fossil fuel emissions.


For information about the U.S. Department of Energy 11th Annual National Clean Cities Conference and Exposition call Bert Kronmiller at 760-343-3456 ext. 138; Kimberly Taylor, National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 303-275-4358; or William G. Kleindienst, Mayor, City of Palm Springs, 760-323-8200.
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