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Call to Order/Opening Remarks

Governing Board Member Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta, Chair of the Ethnic Community Advisory Group (ECAG), called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m.  There was a quorum and there were no opening remarks.

Approval of October 8, 2003 Minutes/Review of Action Items

The minutes were approved as presented.

ACTION:  Staff to forward minutes of the October 2003 meeting to the Administrative Committee as an informational item for their December meeting.

Caucus and Ad Hoc Member Subcommittee Reports

There were no caucus reports. Board Member Verdugo-Peralta stated that the Local Government and Small Business Assistance Advisory Group (LGSBA) is submitting a tentative list of members to the Administrative Committee for approval.  The list includes current ECAG member Paul Avila and Jorge Corralejo who were nominated by Board Member Verdugo-Peralta, and will represent small business.  Dr. Joe Lyou, also nominated by Board Member Verdugo-Peralta, will represent the general public.  After the Administrative Committee and the Governing Board approve the LGSBA membership, ECAG will be able to move forward with its membership recommendations.

Discussion on AB2766 Requirements

Kathryn Higgins, Program Supervisor for Transportation Programs, gave a presentation on the background of the AB2766, Subvention Fund Program.  The program was adopted in 1990, by the state legislature and initially began with an annual DMV registration surcharge of $2 per vehicle.  The surcharge is now $4 per vehicle.  These funds are earmarked as revenue to AQMD, for the purposes of reducing direct emissions from mobile sources. The 158 participating local governments in the south coast region receive approximately $17 million each year, which is 40% of the total funds subvened to cities or counties.  These funds are distributed on a quarterly basis.  Thirty percent of the remaining 60% is allocated to AQMD for technology advancement projects and the final 30% goes to the Mobile Source Reduction Review Committee (MSRC) for projects which are reviewed on a competitive basis.

The AB2766 funds are distributed to the cities/counties based on a prorated share of their population.  The cities/counties select these projects following the California Air Resources Board (CARB) criteria and guidelines.  AQMD staff provide technical guidance, but does not approve or disapprove projects.  AQMD’s Finance Department collects and submits an annual report which outlines the use and results of the funds (Consolidated Annual Financial Report). (See attached handout).

Mr. Paul Avila asked how the subvention funds are spent and if the cities are required to spend the money each year, or can the funds be accumulated over years to fund a larger project.  Ms. Higgins replied that the key objective of the program is to reduce emissions from mobile sources; however, there is no limit on the length of time the funds may accumulate.  Ms. Higgins said that the AB 2766 legislation does not require that cities/counties spend down their funds each year.  There is no limit on the length of time that these funds can be carried over.

There are 11 project categories under which a city/county may spend AB 2766 funds.  The four categories with the highest percentage of usage are Transportation Demand Management (TDM), Alternative Fuels/Electric Vehicles, Public Transportation and Miscellaneous Projects.
Tod Short inquired as to what type of projects would be funded under the “Bicycles” category.  Ms. Higgins responded that bike paths, trails and bridges and bike lockers are the most common use of funds in this category. 

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked if cities can pool their respective funds to work with local transit agencies or councils of governments (COGs) on a project.  Ms. Higgins replied that AQMD encourages cities and agencies, such as transit agencies and school districts, to partner on projects.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta inquired if AQMD is pursuing any change in legislation that would require that cities/counties use their funds in a reasonable time and appropriate manner.  Ms. Higgins responded that both AQMD’s Mobile Source and Local Government/Small Business Assistance Advisory Committees have recommended to CARB (California Air Resources Board), that it revises its program criteria and guidelines to specify that funds only be spent on projects that have quantifiable emission reductions.

Dr. Pom Pom Ganguli, Public Advisor, added that there was discussion at a previous AQMD Legislative Committee meeting to postpone any review of the current legislation, which allows local governments the discretion to spend the funds in the manner they prefer.  AB2766 is mandated by state law and though important, it was determined that there are other legislative issues that are more time sensitive and of a higher priority. 
Mr. Avila questioned, since state law prohibits AQMD from tightening the trail of money, is there another way to track how unspecified funds are being spent.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta assured everyone that these monies do not go into the local governments’ general funds.  They must be kept separate.  Mr. Short commented that since the cities are allocated funds without a time limit for the use of those funds, he would propose an alternative; if the funds aren’t used within a specific time constraint, they should be returned to AQMD for emission reduction projects.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta commented that there should be a way to entice the local governments to use their AB 2766 funds, perhaps, by providing matching funds, dollar for dollar.

Dennis Yates, San Bernardino County Supervisor Aguiar’s Board Assistant and City of Chino Council member, stated that his city used their subvention funds to synchronize traffic signals, which reduces engine idling and, therefore, emissions.  He also inquired as to whether the cities are authorized to use a certain percentage of their funds to administer their programs.  Ms. Higgins responded that there is a 5% administrative cap per funding allocation.
Mr. Yates stated that council members and mayors, within the AQMD region, need to be educated on the whole concept of AB2766.  They also are very unfamiliar with the MSRC Program and how to apply for those funds.  Cities elect new council members every two years so there has to be an on-going educational process to inform them of these funding opportunities.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked if presentations have been made to COGs regarding subvention and MSRC funds.  Ms. Higgins stated that no recent presentations have been made; however, the COGs have been invited to training sessions.  Dr. Ganguli stated that staff has initiated a City Executive Outreach Program and has begun outreach to those cities with the highest AB 2766 unspent balances. 

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta suggested that this matter be agendized for both the Local Government/Small Business Assistance Advisory Committee, as well as the Mobile Source Committee.  Ms. Higgins noted that the final report on this matter is being presented to the Mobile Source Committee on November 21 and then to the Governing Board on January 9, 2004.

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked if Rule 2202 (Ride Share Program) comes before the Board in January.  Ms. Higgins responded that it was scheduled to be heard at the February Board meeting.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked staff to schedule a presentation on Rule 2202 for a future ECAG meeting.

ACTION:  Staff to schedule a presentation on the proposed revisions to Rule 2202 


   at the January 14, 2004 ECAG meeting.
3-Year Research Plan

Matt Miyasato, Planning & Rules Manager for the Technology Advancement Office, provided an overview of the revised 3-year Advanced Air Pollution Research Plan.  The plan provides for coordinated technical support for development of AQMD’s regulatory programs, monitoring progress towards attainment and compliance.  The plan will be updated on an annual basis.

Mr. Miyasato presented a graph of region-wide emissions for the period 1990-2002. Overall, emissions levels have decreased; however, the region did experience a Stage I Smog alert this past summer; the first in five years (see attached handout).  
Two major contributors to smog are volatile organic compounds (VOC) and oxides of nitrogen (NOX).  Mr. Short asked if the recent wild fires contributed to the overall air quality problem and if that would be categorized as miscellaneous on the emissions pie chart.  Mr. Miyasato responded that this is not a smog issue but that the concern in this case would be particulates.  At the November Board meeting, the Governing Board approved the funding for a study of the potential health effects resulting from exposure to these smoke related pollutants.  Authorization for the issuance of an RFP to investigate the potential health effects of pollutants from the recent wildfires was approved.

Mr. Miyasato then discussed Health Effects.  The Governing Board Chair's recently adopted initiatives called for 10% of the FY 2002-2003 penalty funds be allocated to fund an Asthma and Outdoor Air Quality Consortium and a Brain Tumor and Air Pollution Research Foundation.  Ms. Rose Montoya-Lona asked if brain tumors and heart attacks were on the increase in this region.   Mr. Miyasato said that there has been an increase in the incidence of brain cancer but the overall relationship between air pollution and brain cancer is not well understood due to the lack of research.
Mr. Anastacio Medina asked whether sampling protocols and instrumentation have been updated for MATES III.  Dr. Ganguli stated that AQMD is currently in the planning stages.  US EPA and ARB have their own monitoring data for southern California and we are working with them.  A Technical Advisory Group will be established to review the work program, identify the locations for both fixed and mobile monitoring sites and other program elements.  AQMD is also seeking funding from US EPA for this monitoring study.

The Technology Advancement Office also receives funding through the Clean Fuels Program, which promotes the development and use of clean fuel technologies.  The current work program includes 13 specific research topics with four major areas of interest (see attached handout).  Regarding the development of a hydrogen fuel infrastructure, Mr. Harold Martinez stated that once this is commercialized the price of hydrogen fuel may increase through taxation – with one-third going to taxes.  He also wanted to know when Fuel Cell Vehicles would become available to the general public and to companies that need to comply with ridesharing regulations.  He stated that he had read that alternative fueled vehicles were being phased out.
Board Member Verdugo-Peralta stated that General Motors has approximately 10 Hybrid and Alternative Fuel vehicle models, which are currently under development.  Other OEMs (car manufacturers), such as Toyota and Honda, Nissan, Daimler-Chrysler, Volkswagen and Hyundai have prototypes they are developing for commercialization, however, there is much work yet to be done regarding battery, fuel storage and reformation technology.  Ms. Montoya-Lona asked about the possibility of vans and SUVs being converted to hydrogen.  Dr. Ganguli stated that it’s being looked into but that 4-5 years ago the smaller models were brought out to test the market and consumer acceptance. The next step will include more popular lines such as the SUV’s.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta stated that staff at UC Davis is currently working in this area and has plans to convert one of the Governor’s Hummers to run on hydrogen. 

6.  Discussion on Energy Issues

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta announced the EVS-20 Symposium which AQMD is co-sponsoring.  The Expo and Conference will be held at the Long Beach Convention Center, November 15-19.  Event flyers were distributed to meeting attendees.
7.  Governing Board Agenda Items

Dr. Ganguli highlighted the Public Hearing on Rule 1113- Architectural Coatings.  This area is one of the largest contributors of VOC emissions and we are continually trying to reduce this source. 

8.  Update on Ethnic Outreach Contracts

Dr. Ganguli mentioned that as part of the Ethnic Outreach Task Orders, a bilingual (English/Spanish) newspaper supplement on air quality was published and distributed to over 740,000 households throughout our four-county region.  Also, as a response to the recent wild fires and per the request of our Board Chairman, Safety Tips for seniors, children and the general public were developed and distributed throughout the region. Staff distributed over 110,000 copies to legislative offices, emergency centers, schools and senior centers.
Asian Pacific Islander Caucus Chair, Mr. Thomas Chang, inquired as to the lack of AQMD participation at community events.  AQMD had declined participation in the upcoming China Expo.  Dr. Ganguli responded that it was due to a significant reduction in budget and staff resources.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta recommended that if AQMD participated in Latin Business and Black Business events then it would only be fair to request participation in this upcoming China Expo.

Mr. Chang pointed out the event will take place in February 2004 and is open to all communities.  Mr. Harold Martinez recommended that ECAG pick up the tab and staff the China Expo booth.  Board Member Peralta stated that this would require a formal proposal for co-sponsorship by ECAG, which must still be submitted and presented to the Administrative Committee and then the Governing Board for approval.  Mr. Martinez then offered ECAG members as volunteers.  Further consideration of the funding of this event will be discussed with the Executive Officer and staff.
9.  Other Business

Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked that ECAG members make sure all letters of interest and resumes for membership renewal be sent in for consideration.

10.  Public Comment Period

Tom Chang requested an end of the year holiday get together. Board Member Verdugo-Peralta will discuss this with Dr. Ganguli.  Lourdes Cordova Martinez, Community Relations Manager, stated that at the December meeting ECAG must adopt a meeting calendar for 2004.

Action:  A motion was made by Harold Martinez, and seconded by Tom Chang to maintain the 2nd Wednesday of each month, from 1-3 p.m. as the ECAG meeting date and time.  The motion was approved unanimously.
11.  Adjournment

There being no further comments, the meeting was adjourned at 2:38 p.m.
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