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ECAG Minutes – October 12, 2005
1. Call to Order/Opening Remarks
Governing Board Member Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta, Chair of the Ethnic Community Advisory Group (ECAG), called the meeting to order at 1:20 p.m.

Chair Verdugo-Peralta was introduced to newly appointed ECAG members John Bacheller, Rosa Washington and Daniel Morales. The meeting continued with self introductions of the ECAG members and staff.

.

2. Approval of September minutes/Review of Action Items

The September 14, 2005 minutes were approved as presented.  There were no action items.

ACTION:  Staff to forward the minutes of the September 14, 2005 meeting to the Administrative Committee as an information item for their November meeting.

3. Caucus and Subcommittee Reports

Fernando del Rio, Chair of the Latino Caucus, announced to members that Ramón Díaz had recently been presented with a Community Service Award by the California Rural Assistance League.  Mr. Díaz was honored for over 30 years of community service to the migrant worker community in Orange County, in addition to his work with at-risk youth.

Tom Chang, Chair of the Asian-Pacific Islander Caucus, welcomed back member David Sakurai, who was on leave for three months, helping to launch Disney Hong Kong.  Mr. Sakurai noted that the air quality in Hong Kong is very poor and he was thankful for all the efforts that have been taken locally to improve the air quality.

4. Air Quality Settlement Funding Available Locally 

Dr. Ganguli, Public Advisor, advised the members that AQMD had received a total settlement of $81 million from BP ARCO as a result of multi-year violations of rules and regulations.  During the September 9, 2005 Governing Board meeting, AQMD Chairman, Dr. William Burke called for community meetings to be held to solicit suggestions for the use of $6 million from the BP/ARCO air pollution penalty settlement.  Funds will be used for community air quality projects.  Following public and Board member input, AQMD staff will bring a list of proposed projects to the Board for approval during an upcoming Governing Board meeting.
 

Dr. Ganguli noted that handouts were available with dates of the upcoming meetings, but the Riverside date and place is yet to be determined. All of the meetings will be chaired by AQMD Governing Board Members, with Board Member Verdugo-Peralta chairing the meeting in Garden Grove.  

Dr. Ganguli informed that a project funding form has been placed on the web for projects related to Air Quality in the following categories:  Air pollution mitigation; research; public outreach and education; health treatment centers, and other related area.  Dr. Ganguli encouraged members to attend at least one of the meetings and to pitch their projects to the Board.  

Chair Verdugo-Peralta inquired as to whether the project form is also available electronically.  Dr. Ganguli noted that the forms and flyers will be e-mailed to the ECAG members.  Member Patricia Byrd inquired about the deadline for submittal of proposals, the amount allowed per project and the use of certain partnering agencies.  Chair Verdugo-Peralta responded that at the moment no deadline has been set. Also, guidelines are very general and all project ideas and funding amounts will be accepted. If an organization can share the costs with the AQMD then they should proceed to utilize this avenue especially if the project reduces emissions.
Member Anastacio Medina inquired if the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) has information regarding the number of students in the district with asthma.  Mr. Medina suggested, as a possible project, that all schools in the district be polled for that information.  Dr. Ganguli agreed with Mr. Medina and suggested he submit a proposal with the amount of funding needed, the duration, the partners involved, the goal and the relation to reductions in emissions.
Mr. Chang expressed his concern that many in his community may be uninformed regarding the funding available for children impacted by pollution.  Mr. Chang inquired about the possibility of an individual sponsoring a project.  Dr. Ganguli encouraged him to submit an application.  Mr. Chang inquired whether AQMD staff would make the final decisions on the projects.  Chair Verdugo-Peralta stated that the Governing Board will make all decisions.  Member Rosa Washington inquired as to whether these projects would be funded next year.  Chair Verdugo-Peralta stated that the effectiveness of the projects will be looked at after one year and if they have had good results in reducing emissions they will continue if there is funding available.

5. EJ Element II-7 Web-Based Air Quality Classes
Lourdes Cordova Martinez, Community Relations Manager, stated this element of the EJ Workplan provides the public with air quality information which can be accessed on the internet.  The videos will be used to reach out to the public, community and educational organizations. The videos are provided in both English and Spanish, when available. Each video is prefaced with a brief summary on the topic of discussion and the length of the video.

Chair Verdugo-Peralta requested the inclusion of videos in Asian languages.  Dr. Ganguli noted that currently funding is not available to translate these videos into other languages, but this is an avenue worthy of pursuit.  There was mention of the availability of videos in hard copy.  Ms. Martinez informed the group that these videos will be made available in hard copy in the AQMD library and are accessible to the public.  Mr. Medina suggested when staff visits schools that the videos be included in classroom presentations as there is a great need to focus more on the youth.  Dr. Ganguli stressed the lack of outreach to the schools was due largely to less funding availability.  Dr. Ganguli also suggested that should funding become available, projects to educate the youth will receive their fair share.
6. Discussion on Proposed FY 2005-6 EJ Workplan 

Dr. Ganguli stated that the Environmental Justice Program began in 1997, with annual workplan updates beginning in 2002.  These updates make up the fabric of the agency, such as multi-lingual translation at meetings, monitoring diesel emissions, and providing funding to impacted areas.  Dr. Ganguli went on to mention that the implementation of the FY 2005-06 EJ Workplan will be a status review of what has occurred over the past eight years.  This will aid in determining how effective the Environmental Justice Program has been. The five proposed elements for this workplan include: Outreach on the School Site Selection Guidance Document; Enhanced AB 2588 Air Toxics Website; Enhanced Permit Information Access on Website; Implementation of the Air Quality Institute; and MATES III Study Community Outreach.

7. Clean Air Choice Car Labeling Program

Sam Atwood, Media Manager, gave an overview of the Clean Air Choice Program.  Mr. Atwood began by stating that the Clean Air Choice Program is a consumer education program to reduce mobile source emission by encouraging new car buyers to purchase the lowest-emitting vehicles available.  Local auto dealerships post electrostatic identification stickers in vehicles to identify them as Clean Air Choice cars.
The criteria used to determine a Clean Air Choice vehicles is established by the California Air Resources Board (CARB). The vehicles can be certified as SULEV (Super Ultra Lowe Emission Vehicles) or PZEV (Partial Zero Emission Vehicles) – which is the cleanest type of certification CARB awards.  Currently, only 30 models qualify.  The program has been running full time since 2003 with more than 50 auto dealers participating.
The AQMD currently has three “wrapped” vehicles.  These are low/zero emission vehicles which are “wrapped” with the Clean Air Choice logo along with the 1-800 CUT-SMOG phone number. These vehicles are displayed at various venues, including the California Auto Show. Eighteen local government fleets now display stickers on qualifying vehicles which serve to raise awareness about the program.

Chair Verdugo-Peralta expressed concern about the limited number of  permits issued to this type of vehicle for use in the HOV lanes.  Mr. Atwood informed the members that the total number of permits issued statewide will be an annual quota of 75,000 and applications for the permits are issued through the Department of Motor Vehicles.  HOV stickers are issued on a first come-first serve basis. CNG vehicles do not require a permit because they already qualify to drive in the HOV lane.

Mr. del Río inquired as to how the outreach campaign is being evaluated.  Mr. Atwood suggested that currently there are no means to quantify to emission reduction benefits other than by the increasing numbers of dealerships participating in the program.  Chair Verdugo-Peralta suggested that dealers keep records of sales, thereby creating accessibility to the information.  Chair Verdugo-Peralta requested information regarding tax credits and rebates connected to the purchase of cleaner vehicles.  Dr. Ganguli volunteered to bring this information back to the ECAG members.  Ms. Washington noted that the California Energy Commission (CEC) stopped issuing rebates two years ago.

ACTION:  Staff to research if there is any state or federal legislation proposed, or recently adopted, which will provide rebates or tax credits for the purchase of low emission vehicles.

8. Discussion on Energy Issues
Chair Verdugo-Peralta attended the Grove Fuel Cell Symposium, hosted by the Fuel Cell industry, in England. This is the world’s largest and most prestigious conference on fuel cells. Dr. Alan Lloyd, Cal EPA Secretary, received the Grove Medal for his commitment to the advancement of fuel cell technology.

Chair Verdugo-Peralta also attended a CEC meeting in Sacramento which dealt with the state’s energy plan. The CEC is considering the possibility of incorporating transportation needs into the plan.  Chair Verdugo-Peralta informed the members that the CEC is responsible for the siting of energy generation plants. Mr. Medina inquired about plants currently under construction in our region.  Chair Verdugo-Peralta noted that there is one plant in the Redlands area and more are being discussed.
9. Discussion on Governing Board Agenda Items

Dr. Ganguli began by responding to the inquiry by Chair Verdugo-Peralta of the Governing Board Meetings being broadcasts on the web.  He informed members that the webcasts began in July and that the public can access the webcasts through both broadband and dial up modems.  Dr. Ganguli informed the members that the November 4th Governing Board Meeting will be the first board meeting to be held offsite in  many years. The meeting will be held at the Long Beach City Council Chambers and will begin at 9:00 a.m.  Dr. Ganguli then drew the members’ attention to the Recordkeeping Rules for Locomotive Idling and the Refinery Flare Rule, all of which will also be heard at the November meeting.
10. Other Business

Member Stan Lee informed the Group of an invitation from the Governmental Affairs Manager for the Port of Los Angeles to tour their port facilities.
Ms. Washington noted that drilling for oil is occurring off the Gulf Coast of Florida.  Ms. Washington also noted that the Western Riverside COG has formed a Task Force which is developing a Guidance Document to address the siting of warehouses and distribution centers near residential areas.
11. Public Comment Period

There were none.
      12. Adjournment


There being no further comments, the meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
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