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May 5, 2006
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) is pleased to announce a new round of funding opportunity for the implementation of the “Lower-Emission School Bus Program” in the South Coast Air Basin.  This program, which supplements earlier programs, is designed to assist school districts and private operators to purchase clean school buses to transport school children in the Basin, and to retrofit 1994 and newer diesel buses with PM trap filters.   

The program announcement, whose application deadline is July 7, 2006, consists of two key parts:
A) 
AB 923 funds for the replacement of pre-1987 school buses ($14 million).
B) 
State funds for the Retrofit of 1994 and newer diesel buses with Level 3 PM trap filters ($5,449,000).
Part A:

Highlights of AB 923 Fund Program ($14 million)

At its February 2005 Board Meeting, AQMD Board approved allocation of $14 million for the Lower-Emission School Bus program.  These funds will assist school districts in the purchase of new alternative fuel school buses to replace.  Pre-1987, i.e. 1986 or older diesel school pre-1987 buses must be destroyed.  Only public school districts and joint power authorities are eligible to apply under this portion of the Program Announcement. 
The required match funds for public school districts are 
· $25,000, if a pre-1987 bus is crushed, and 
· $10,000, if a pre-1977 school bus is crushed.
If awarded, AB 923 funds will cover the remainder of the purchase cost of a new alternative fuel bus. AQMD is allowing school districts to trade buses as a means of participating in this incentive program.  In addition, AQMD would provide funding of up to 10% of the award amount for each new bus for CNG fueling infrastructure.
Please see PART A of the Program Announcement for further details and the application forms.  Four copies of the application must be received by AQMD by July 7, 2006, 4:30 pm.
Award recipients must sign contracts to purchase new school buses with bus vendors by November 30, 2006 to allow these buses to be physically delivered to the school districts and infrastructure completed by December 31, 2007.  In case of delay in delivery, a penalty of $100 per day per bus will be imposed on bus vendors.

Part B:

Funds for Level 3 PM Trap Retrofit Program ($5,449,000)
AQMD will administer a state funded program to retrofit 1994 and newer diesel buses with Level 3 PM trap filters.  Only public school districts and private operators are eligible:

· filters with the lowest NO2 emissions will be given higher priority
· funds will be provided to cover the cost of purchase, sales tax and installation of  the PM trap filter
· up to $4,000 for PM trap maintenance will be provided
· up to $50 for data-logging will be provided when required for certain California Air Resources Board verified Level 3 filters
Should you have any questions regarding this Program Announcement, please contact 
· Ranji S. George, Program Supervisor, at (909)396-3255, or Email: rgeorge@aqmd.gov.
The program announcement and application document can also be accessed via the Internet by visiting AQMD’s website at www.aqmd.gov/rfp.  Program Announcement # is: PA 2006-09.
The AQMD’s main objective is to reduce children’s exposure to harmful emissions from diesel school buses.  We look forward to receiving your application.

ATTACHMENTS:
PART A:  Application Form and Procedures to Apply for School Bus Replacements. 
PART B:  Application Form and Procedures to Apply for Level 3 PM Traps.
PART A

AB 923 Funds

($14,000,000)
New CNG School Buses as Replacement
for Pre-1987 Diesel Buses
PA 2006-09
May 5, 2006
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Replacement and Infrastructure
Section I.A: Program Introduction

The AQMD has funded the replacement of 357 older diesel buses with 271 new CNG buses and 86 diesel buses, and has retrofitted approximately 2,100 diesel buses with PM Traps.  Over 50 percent of the funding have been awarded to schools located in disproportionately impacted areas in compliance with the requirements of AB1390 (Firebaugh).
AB 923 funding
At its February 2005 Board meeting, the AQMD Board allocated up to $14 million for the Lower-Emission School Bus Replacement Program with funds generated under AB923 until the end of 2006.  The primary purpose of the program is to reduce school children’s exposure to both cancer causing and smog forming pollution.  The Lower-Emission School Bus Replacement Program is designed to replace older, in-use, high-emitting diesel school buses with lower-emission new buses.   The allocation of $14,000,000 will be made towards replacing pre-1987 diesel buses with new CNG buses, with ten percent reserved for CNG infrastructure.  Only public school districts and joint power authorities are eligible to apply.  As discussed below, school districts are allowed to trade buses to participate in this program.
For new bus purchases replacing in-use buses of 1977 through 1986, school districts are required to provide up to 25 percent of the new bus value not exceeding a maximum of $25,000 as local match funding.  For new bus purchases replacing pre-1977 in-use buses this funding match level reduces to 10 percent of the new bus value, not exceeding a maximum of $10,000.
Emission Limits:
· For model year 2006, new CNG buses must meet CARB’s engine certification standards of 1.8 g/bhp-hr for NMHC and NOx, and 0.01 g/bhp-hr for PM.

· For model year 2007, new CNG buses must meet emission limits of 0.5 g/bhp-hr for NOx and 0.01 g/bhp-hr for PM.

· The new buses must be equipped with oxidation catalysts.

I.B.
PROGRAM SCHEDULE
The implementation schedule is shown below.  If more applications are received than available funds, awards will be made according to the program criteria outlined in this document.
Schedule for School Bus Replacement Program 

May 5, 2006
Issue the Program Announcement & Application





PA 2006-09
July 7, 2006 
Applications for funding due for new CNG replacement buses (public school districts only), and for PM traps (from public school districts and private operators).
September 8, 2006
AQMD Board to consider the approval of the school bus replacement and PM trap retrofit awards
December 31, 2006
All school bus orders must be placed with vendors by school districts

December 31, 2007
New buses delivered and CNG infrastructure completed.   PM trap installation completed.
March 15, 2008
All requests for reimbursement for purchases submitted by school districts, along with evidence of bus crushed
I.C.
AppliCATION SUBMITTAL

The applicant shall submit four copies (1 original and 3 copies) of the application, each marked “Program Application PA 2006-09.”  These four copies should be placed together in a sealed envelope, plainly marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name and address of the applicant, no later than 4:30 p.m., July 7, 2006.   The application package must be addressed to:




Mr. Dean D. Hughbanks, 

Procurement Manager 
Re:  “Program Application PA 2006-09”



South Coast Air Quality Management District




21865 Copley Drive




Diamond Bar, CA. 91765
All the applications must be signed by the school’s superintendent and in case of private operators by the responsible transportation manager.
I.D.
PARTICIPATION GUIDELINES, REQUIREMENTS, & CONDITIONS

GRANT PROVISIONS FOR SCHOOL BUS REPLACEMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

A.
School Bus Replacement Criteria Overview
1. Only public school districts and joint power authorities within the AQMD’s jurisdiction that own and operate school buses, including under provisions of a joint powers authority, can apply for AB 923 funds.  The program is for replacement of pre-1987 school buses with new alternative fuel buses.  All the replaced and the new replacement buses must have a manufacturer gross vehicular weight rating (GVWR) of greater than 14,000 pounds and be powered by a heavy-duty engine (CARB classification).

2. Only replacement buses will be funded.  Fleet expansion buses are not eligible for funding.
3. Based on CARB’s updated emission standard criteria, the following emissions limits must be met in order to be eligible for funding for this program:

a)
For model year 2006, alternative fuel school buses must be certified to meet at least 1.8 g/bhp-hr combined HC+ NOx or lower, and 0.01 g/bhp-hr PM or lower.
b) For model years 2007 to 2009, alternative fuel school buses must meet the emission criteria of 0.5 g/bhp-hr NMHC + NOx or lower, and 0.01 g/bhp-hr PM or lower.
4.  Availability of alternative fuels to refuel the newly acquired buses shall be documented.
5.
Replaced buses must be pre-1987 model year buses.  Priority shall be given to the replacement of in-use pre-1977 model year school buses in the following order:

· First, each new purchase shall replace any in-use diesel pre-1977 model year school bus and the replaced bus shall be crushed.

· Second, any pre-1977 heavy-duty gasoline buses that did not include an original equipment catalytic converter shall be replaced and crushed.

· Where fleets contain no pre-1977 buses, pre-1987 diesel buses shall be replaced.  These buses shall be crushed, or replace a pre-1977 diesel bus in a California fleet (not limited to school bus fleets).  This replaced pre-1977 bus must be crushed.

· Then, any pre-1987 heavy-duty gasoline buses that did not include an original equipment catalytic converter shall be crushed, or replace a pre-1977 diesel bus in a California fleet (not limited to school bus fleets).  This replaced pre-1977 bus must be crushed.
6.
Trading of School Buses:  In addition to the criteria under 5, public school districts are eligible for a new alternative fuel school bus, if a school district donates a post-1990 diesel school bus from its fleet to another public school district within the South Coast AQMD jurisdiction.  The school district receiving the post-1990 bus must in turn crush a pre-1977 diesel school bus.  The donated bus and the crushed bus must have current CHP certificates.  The donor public school district will receive a new CNG bus for a maximum of $10,000 as its local match.  The public school district donating the post-1990 bus is not allowed to receive any money in return from the recipient for this transaction.  The donated bus must be in good working condition and acceptable to the recipient school district.
7. All replaced buses must be in current use, must have a current CHP certificate and a valid, verifiable DMV license.  The application form calls for specific information related to the replaced bus.  Additional information as evidence that these buses are in operation may be required.  
8. Public schools will be allowed to donate their model year 1977 through 1986 school buses to public schools located in areas affected by Hurricane Katrina instead of crushing them.  In such cases, a letter of request by the recipient school and a letter of consent by the donor school specifying the number of buses and their serial numbers must be submitted with the application for approval by the District.

B.
Infrastructure Criteria Overview

1. If funds for CNG infrastructure are required, the applicant must provide justification for the funds requested.
2. Requested funds should offset the cost of procuring new slow-fill alternative-fuel refueling equipment or expanding the capacity of an existing refueling station.  Maintenance improvements costs are not eligible for funding.

3. New capacity requested will be directly related to the capacity needed by the new alternative-fuel buses awarded through this program.

4.
Upon approval, funding may be used to purchase slow-fill equipment or used to buy down the cost of a public access fast-fill facility based on estimated cost of slow-fill capacity needed for the new buses.
FUNDING ALLOCATIONS

A. Amounts of Funding

1. Public school districts can use any legally valid piggy-back bid in state of California to purchase new CNG buses.  Examples include, but are not restricted to, the Waterford, Madera and the Covina-Valley bids.  Funding requested for purchase of a bus shall be consistent with the prices on the legally valid piggy back bid.  With the exception of the alternative fuel option, and onboard fire-suppressant system, the applicant is responsible for the cost of any options not included in the prices on the list.  AQMD will pay the base cost of purchasing a CNG bus and the fire suppressant option, including sales tax after deducting the school match funds as discussed below.
2. The basis for the amount of funding, requested for purchase of alternative-fuel refueling infrastructure, shall be documented in the application.  Amounts requested for funding shall be based on the cost of slow-fill stations.  Awards will not exceed 10 percent of the new bus funding awarded to the applying school district.
B.
Matching fund requirement 

1. For replacement of 1977 through 1986 model year in-use school buses, applicants shall provide 25 percent in match funding for each bus purchased, not exceeding $25,000 maximum per bus.
2. For replacement of in-use pre 1977 model year school buses, applicants shall provide 10 percent in match funding for each bus purchased, not exceeding $10,000 maximum per bus.
3. Funds for alternative-fuel refueling infrastructure the applicant shall have available all funds required to complete purchases, installation, and operation of alternative-fuel refueling infrastructure. 

4. The source of match funding for bus purchases and infrastructure shall be documented and attached to this application.  If other grant funds are being used as match funding, detailed information on required use of those funds shall be included.

5. Carl Moyer Program funds may not be used as match funding to purchase new buses.

C.
Authorizing Signature
The submitted application, and its 3 copies, shall have the school superintendent’s signature.  Applications without authorizing signatures will not be accepted.
D. Disbursement of Funds
1. Funds will be paid on a reimbursement basis at the time of vehicle delivery to the applicant.  All buses must be physically delivered to the customer by December 31, 2007.  
2. Proof of vehicle delivery must accompany any request for reimbursement of approved funds. This proof of receipt must include full details of the delivered bus along with VIN number, DMV license plate number and the options included. School district must identify any options purchased over and above those included in the base price, and alternative fuel option.  These discretionary options must be paid by the school district.  The receipt of vehicle should be signed by the Director of Transportation before submission to AQMD.  
3. All requests for reimbursement along with proof of crushing a pre-1987 school bus must be received by March 15, 2008.  Monies owed will be paid directly to the bus vendor.
4. Infrastructure funds will be paid on a reimbursement basis at the time of completion of the alternative-fuel refueling facility.  CNG infrastructure must be completed by December 31, 2007.  Proof of completion shall accompany any request for reimbursement of approved funds. All requests for reimbursement must be signed by the transportation director and received by AQMD before  March 15, 2008.  Monies owed will be paid directly to the infrastructure provider.

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

A.  Project Selection and Award of Funds

AQMD applications will be evaluated according to the following criteria:
AB 1390 Schools  – Schools in Disproportionately Impact Areas

1. In compliance with AB 1390, Firebaugh, the Lower-Emission School Bus Program requires that at least 50% of the funds be spent in areas that are disproportionately impacted by air pollution and are low income or communities of color or both.  The following methodology will be used to qualify schools under this category:

All applications will be evaluated for poverty level, PM exposure, and toxic exposure according to the following criteria:

A) Poverty Level:  All school districts in areas where at least 10% of the population falls below the Federal poverty level based on the Year 2000 census data, will be eligible to be ranked in this category.

B) PM Exposure:  All school districts in areas with the highest 15% of PM concentration will be eligible to be ranked in this category.  The highest 15% of PM concentration is 46 micrograms per cubic meter and above based on an annual average.

C) Toxic Exposure:  All projects in areas with the highest 15% of toxic exposure (based on MATES II estimates), will be eligible to be ranked in this category.  The highest 15% represents a cancer risk of 1,139 in a million and above (Mates II study).

Any applicant qualifying based on both the poverty level and either PM or toxic exposure categories will qualify for disproportionate impact funding.  If funds are oversubscribed under AB1390, eligible school districts will be ranked.  A maximum of 40 percent weight will be assigned to school districts in areas with highest poverty levels.  Following this, 30 percent maximum weight is assigned to school districts with the highest PM levels and 30 percent maximum for areas with highest cancer risk levels.  Other qualified school districts will be rated proportionately.  New school bus awards will be granted to applicants in descending order until 50 percent of all the funds, is exhausted.

Applicants unable to qualify or not receiving awards under AB 1390 can qualify for the remaining 50 percent of the funding.  If adequate funding is available, as the first step, one bus will be awarded to each public school district.  Following this step, the remaining funds will be distributed among public school districts on a first come first served basis subject to county allocation as listed in Table 1.  If a school district applies for a disproportionately large number of buses compared to other applicants, and except for Los Angeles Unified School District, no school district will receive more than 30 percent of the funds allocated for that county.  

Other criteria that will be considered are as follows:

· Funds will be distributed proportionately to each county’s general population in the Basin as shown in Table 1.

· Los Angeles Unified School District’s eligibility is limited to a maximum of fifty percent of the total funds allocated for Los Angeles County.
· If funds are undersubscribed in a particular county, the surplus funds would flow to the other counties.
Table 1: Proposed Distribution of Funds for School Bus Replacement

	
	Population by County*
	% of Total Population
	Funding for CNG

Buses per County**

	Los Angeles
	9,937,739
	59.4
	8,316,000

	Orange
	2,987,591
	17.9
	2,506,000

	San Bernardino
	1,921,131
	11.5
	1,610,000

	Riverside
	1,871,950
	11.2
	1,568,000

	Total
	16,718,411
	100
	$14,000,000


  *The population numbers are estimates for year 2004, obtained from the official Website of the Census
Bureau.   http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/06/06071.html
**Funds allocated to each county will be close to the nearest amounts shown in the table.

B.
Project Completion Deadlines and Penalties
1. School bus purchase orders must be placed no later than December 31, 2006.

2. New buses must be delivered no later than  December 31, 2007.  The business entity responsible for delaying the delivering of the buses may be subject to $100 per day per bus penalty according to the State guidelines.
3. All requests for reimbursement for purchases submitted by school districts, along with evidence of bus crushed should be submitted by March 15, 2008.
C.
Monitoring and Reporting

1. School districts must notify the SCAQMD’s Technology Advancement Office, when the funded buses are ordered and again when the buses arrive on site.  Prior to re-imbursement, an inspection by AQMD may be required.
2. School districts must notify the SCAQMD’s Technology Advancement Office, when any CNG equipment is ordered for the refueling station, and when the equipment is operating.  Prior to re-imbursement, an inspection by AQMD may be required.
I.E.
IF YOU NEED HELP
This Program Announcement and Application can be obtained by accessing the SCAQMD web site at www.aqmd.gov/rfp.  SCAQMD staff members are available to answer questions during the application acceptance period.  In order to help expedite assistance, please direct your inquiries to the applicable staff person, as follows:

· For General, Administrative, or Technical Assistance, please contact:

Ranji S. George

Program Supervisor

Technology Advancement Office
Phone 909 396 3255
Fax: 909-396-3252
rgeorge@aqmd.gov
· For Questions on Invoices, please contact:

Drue Ramirez

Technology Advancement Office, Contracts

Fax: 909 396 -3774.

dramirez@aqmd.gov
Appendix A

Lower-Emission School Bus Program


APPLICATION FOR LOWER-EMISSION SCHOOL BUS REPLACEMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT
(AB 923 Funds)
Fiscal Year 2006-2007

PA 2006-09 – (Part A) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS

BUS REPLACEMENT GRANT APPLICATION


A-3

FUEL INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT APPLICATION


A-6

SAMPLE GRANT AWARD AND AUTHORIZATION FORM

A-7
GRANT APPLICATION FORM FOR THE 

LOWER EMISSION SCHOOL BUS REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
Program Announcement# PA 2006-09
School District: __________________________________________________

Street Address:____________________________________________________

City: ________________ County________________ State: CA.   Zip Code: __________

School District Contact Person:____________________________________________
Name/Title:

Phone No.:  _____________ Extn______     Fax: No.:______________  
Email: _________________

Bus Replacement Funds Amount Requested:
_________________________

Matching Funds Amount: 
______________________

Sources of School District Matching Funds (please list by amount):

________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________
Written documentation must be attached to this application explaining in detail the source of matching funds, and the need for CNG infrastructure funds.  Also, an authorizing resolution from the school board approving the matching funds must be attached.

Fueling Infrastructure Funds Amount Requested: ___________________

# of CNG buses owned and currently operated by School District: ___________
If not on premise, identify the nearest refueling facility and one-way distance to the facility___________________________________________________ 
Superintendent’s  Signature:         ______________________________ 
Name of School Official  (please print)____________________

Date of Application____________________________
INFORMATION ON EXISTING BUSES TO BE REPLACED
(the oldest bus in the fleet first)*
*Attach latest CHP certificate for each bus listed below, and note DMV license plate #.
	Bus ID 

No.
	VIN No. 


	GVWR
(must be at least 14,000 lbs)
	Odometer
Mileage
	Year Built
	Bus Manufacturer
	Engine Make & Model
	DMV License Plate

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Public school districts applying to donate a post-1990 bus must provide a letter of agreement that identifies details of the 

1. public school district receiving the bus (“recipient”)

2. public school donating the bus (“donor)

3. transportation directors of both schools involved in the transaction (name, phone # and email addresses) 
4. proposed buses to be donated and the pre-1977 bus (es) to be crushed by the recipient school district.  Details of each bus must be listed both in this application and in the letter.

This letter, agreeing to the trade, must be signed by transportation directors of both the donor school and the recipient school. 

Please note: for donating the bus, the donor public school district must not receive any money in return from the recipient .
INFORMATION ON NEW CNG BUSES
PROPOSED TO BE PURCHASED

(Purchase information of the new buses must be from a legally valid piggy-back bid)
	Name of Vendor
	Final Price quoted by Vendor

(inclusive of sales tax) *
	Including Fire Suppressant?

Yes or No
	Make 
	Model
	Year
	GVWR
	# of Passengers

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


* In a separate piece of paper attached to this application, please identify any discretionary options being purchased by the school district.  Besides the fire suppressant and the CNG package, AQMD will not pay for any discretionary option above those included as standard in the base bid.
Please document availability of alternative fuel for the new bus purchases:

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

.

FUEL INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT APPLICATION

Please answer all questions below.   If non-applicable, write N/A.  

Amount of funds requested: __________________________

Number of new CNG school buses applied for: _______________

Number of CNG buses presently on site: _______________

The requested funds will be used for (please circle one):

     New Facility   /  Upgrade Existing Facility

Local Gas Utility Company 

_________________________________________________

Distance (miles) to nearest off-site CNG Fueling Station: _________________

Please attach a statement of reasons why it is not feasible to refuel at an off-site fueling station.

Existing fueling station:

Actual size of on-site CNG compressor, if any (In CFM) ___________

CNG Fuel Storage Capacity if any: ________________

Actual number of CNG Fueling Posts (two hoses/post): __________

Natural Gas Pressure at Main (PSIG): 

Is this station accessible to the public?          
YES     /     NO

New fueling station:

CFM capacity needed for additional buses: ________________

Number of CNG Fueling Posts needed (two hoses/post): __________


Will this station be accessible to the public?         
YES     /     NO

SAMPLE GRANT AWARD AND AUTHORIZATION FORM
Lower-Emission School Bus Program

GRANT AWARD & AUTHORIZATION FORM

Fiscal Year 2006-2007
Your Fiscal Year 2006-2007 application for funding under the Lower-Emission School Bus Program, Replacement Buses, has been approved as follows: 

	Grantee:
	XYZ Unified School District

	Grant Number
	

	A. # of CNG School Buses Awarded
	

	B. Total School Bus Replacement Grant Award (with a ceiling of $ per bus), and without Fire Suppressant option
	

	C.  Total Award for Installing Fire Suppressant Systems (with a ceiling of $4,000 per bus)
	

	D.  Total Required Match Amount by Grantee for School Bus Replacement (with $25,000 for a pre1987 bus and $10,000 for a pre 1977 bus)
	

	E. Total Infrastructure Grant Award (up to ten percent of funds awarded for new CNG buses):
	

	
	


As a condition of receiving this grant funding, you are required to comply with all of the following terms and conditions including those set forth in the following documents, which are attached and incorporated as part of this grant.  

1) List of Buses To Be Purchased  (Natural Gas School Buses Only) (Attachment A);

2) List of Buses To Be Replaced and Crushed (Attachment B);

3) Purchase Order, Delivery Date and Penalty. 

Grantee shall place purchase orders for the bus(es) by December 31, 2006. Bus vendors must deliver the new bus(es) by December 31, 2007. Per California Air Resources Board (CARB) guidelines, and before issuance, a penalty provision shall be explicitly included in this purchase order stating: “A penalty of $100 per bus per day will be imposed on the vendor for each day and each bus that is delivered after December 31, 2007 to the School District at the School District premises”. In addition, the purchase order shall include the following clause: “Bus vendor shall invoice AQMD directly for AQMD’s grant award.  AQMD will pay its portion upon AQMD receipt of funds from CARB”. Prior to its issuance, a copy of the purchase order must be faxed to (CONTACT NAME AT AQMD).. Each new CNG bus must have an oxidation catalyst.  

4) Invoicing and Documentation for Payment.  
Grantee, along with the bus vendor, shall provide AQMD with the following:

a) An invoice from the bus vendor confirming bus delivery and acceptance by Grantee. AQMD will pay for new natural gas school buses equipped with oxidation catalyst acquired through a legally valid competitive bid, in an amount not exceeding the base price (covering listed base options), cost of  the CNG option, sales tax and less Grantee’s required match amount as outlined in Attachment A. Besides the CNG package, the only discretionary option, AQMD would pay is the fire suppressant system in an amount not to exceed $4,000. AQMD recommends installing the fire suppressant systems. Under no circumstance, AQMD will pay beyond the sum listed above.

b) A letter from the crushing company, to accompany each invoice, indicating the VIN#s of the buses, with valid CHP certificate, being crushed. To prevent delays in invoice processing, these VIN#s should match the VIN#s of buses listed in Attachment B. Changes to the list, if any, should be pre-approved and kept to a minimum.

c) Signature by the Director of Transportation or his/her equivalent approving each invoice and its content, and with instructions to AQMD to directly pay the bus vendor.  

d) Infrastructure billing. An itemized invoice from the infrastructure contractor verifying, installation, acceptance, and operation of the fueling station. Following acceptance and approval, this invoice should be signed by the Director of Transportation or his/her equivalent, affirming the contents of the invoice, and authorizing the AQMD to pay the vendor directly. The invoice should include details of the equipment installed, the cost of materials and labor, sales tax, warranties, and, if applicable, maintenance agreement. AQMD recommends that the CNG infrastructure be installed by licensed contractor with substantial direct experience in installing CNG infrastructure, and should comply with all applicable and local codes, including but not limited to building, safety, fire, OSHA codes etc. At minimum, the Grantee should have a fire permit or equivalent certification by a licensed engineer, a copy of which should be enclosed with the invoice.  

Reporting.

Grantee should provide feedback by hard copy or email about the school buses acquired through this grant. This reporting should include but not limited to vehicle information, performance, maintenance and any other related issue.  

Payment.
AQMD will provide the grant funding for the buses and/or the infrastructure when AQMD receives funding from the DMV collected pursuant to AB 923 legislation, and when Grantee and the vendor comply with the conditions stated in this grant award.

With respect to any construction of infrastructure, Grantee is alerted to the prevailing wage requirements of California Labor Code section 1770 et seq. Grantee shall be responsible for determining the applicability of the provisions of California Labor Code and complying with the same, including, without limitation, obtaining from the Director of the Department of Industrial Relations the general prevailing rate of per diem wages and the general prevailing rate for holiday and overtime work, making the same available to any interested party upon request, paying any applicable prevailing rates, posting copies thereof at the job site, the keeping of all records required pursuant to Labor Code Section 1776, complying with the maximum hours requirements of Labor Code Sections 1810 through 1815 and flowing all applicable prevailing wage rate requirements to its subcontractors. Grantee shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the South Coast Air Quality Management District against any and all claims, demands, damages, defense costs or liabilities based on failure to adhere to the above referenced statutes.

The undersigned parties agree to the terms and conditions as set forth in this grant.  The undersigned parties certify under the penalty of perjury that they are duly authorized to bind the parties to this grant.

________________________________


_______________________________
GRANTOR:
GRANTEE:

(Signatures)
PART B
PM TRAP RETROFIT PROGRAM
($5.45 million)
(for 1994 and newer diesel school buses)
Public School Districts and Private operators

PA 2006-09

May 5, 2006
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Replacement and Infrastructure
Grant funds from the state for up to $5,449,000 are available for public school districts and private school bus contractors to apply for Level 3 PM trap filters.

I.A.
PROGRAM SCHEDULE

The implementation schedule of this program is shown below.  If more applications are received than available funds, awards will be made according to the program criteria outlined in this document.
School Bus Retrofit Program Schedule (estimated)
May 5, 2006
Issue the Program Announcement & Application, PA 2006-09
July 7, 2006
Applications for funding due from school districts and/or private contractors
September 8, 2006
SCAQMD Board to consider the approval of the PM trap filter awards

February 15, 2007
All PM trap orders must be placed with vendors by awardees
December 31, 2007

PM traps must be installed and work completed
March 15, 2008

All invoices must be submitted to AQMD.
I.B.
AppliCATION SUBMITTAL

The applicant shall submit four copies (1 original and 3 copies) of the application in a sealed envelope, plainly marked in the upper left-hand corner with the name and address of the applicant and the words “Program Application PA 2006-09 (Part B)”.  All four copies of the applications are due no later than 4:30 p.m., July 7, 2006 to:



Mr. Dean D. Hughbanks, 

Procurement Manager 

Re:  “Program Application PA 2006-09 (Part B)




South Coast Air Quality Management District




21865 Copley Drive




Diamond Bar, CA. 91765
All the applications must be signed by the school’s superintendent, or in the case of a private operator by senior official authorized to bind the operator.
GRANT PROVISIONS FOR SCHOOL BUS RETROFIT OF PM TRAPS

A.  School Bus PM Trap Retrofit Criteria 

1. Public school districts and private school bus contractors operating within the AQMD’s jurisdiction are eligible to apply for funds.

2. Only 1994 and newer model year diesel-powered buses with GWR greater than 14,000 lbs qualify for PM Trap retrofits.

3. Only four stroke diesel powered engines will be retrofitted in the current program.

4. All retrofit devices must be verified by CARB to Level III performance to achieve a minimum reduction of 85% in PM.  A list of verified PM traps can be accessed at ARB’s Website: http://www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/verdev/level3/level3.htm
5. Recent 2005-2006 Fiscal Year State budget legislation requires that preference be given to PM trap filters with the least NO2 emissions.  Currently, active, uncatalyzed PM trap filters will be given priority in funding.  However, applicants are allowed to select any type of ARB verified Level 3 PM trap filter in their application form.  If the program is oversubscribed applicants requesting active filters will be funded first.

6. Only low sulfur diesel fuel (with 15ppm of sulfur or less) should be used for PM trap filters.  Such fuel will be widely available in the Basin starting June 1, 2006.

7. Since the verification of retrofit devices for different engine families may expand, school districts and school transportation companies are encouraged to submit their applications by providing the list of all the eligible 1994 and newer buses that they would like to retrofit.
FUNDING ALLOCATIONS

A. Amounts of Funding

· A total of $5,449,000 is available for school bus retrofits.

· The program will cover the full cost of retrofit devices and installation costs including sales tax, and up to a maximum of $4,000 for PM trap maintenance.

· Up to $50 per bus will be allowed to cover the cost of data-logging if necessary.

· The $4,000 to cover maintenance cost is for the lifetime periodic maintenance of these filters, such as baking and de-ashing to remove the ash from motor oil combustion.  These funds are in addition to the purchase and installation of the retrofit device.

B.  Matching fund requirement for the PM Trap Retrofit Program

· No matching funds are required from the applicants.

· School districts and transportation companies shall be responsible for routine maintenance of the retrofit devices.

C.  Authorizing Signature

The submitted application must be signed by school districts’ transportation director or above and/or a senior authorized official of the private contractor requesting funds to retrofit their school buses.

D. CHP Inspection Prior to Return to Service
All buses retrofitted with PM devices must be inspected by the CHP prior to the return to service.  Among other safety checks, CHP will confirm if the installation of the retrofit device was done according to manufacturer’s specifications.  The CHP inspection certificate with appropriate VIN# and Vehicle ID# must accompany any request for re-imbursement.

E.  Disbursement of Funds

· Funds will be paid on a reimbursement basis by the AQMD after the installation of the retrofit devices.  

· Vendors who install these PM Traps could bill AQMD directly.

· The Invoice or cover letter must have the correct VIN# of the bus that was retrofitted with the PM trap 

· The invoice and/or cover letter must be signed by the school districts’ Director of Transportation or a senior official of the private contractor, and must instruct AQMD to pay the vendor who installed the retrofit device    

· Proof of CHP inspection shall accompany the invoice. 

· All requests for reimbursement must be received by March 15, 2008.

PROJECT IMPLENTATION

A.   Project Selection and Award of Funds

· Only public school districts and private operators are eligible for this grant.

· Public school districts will be funded first followed by private school bus contractors.  Private contractors should indicate for which school district and for what duration the retrofitted buses will operate.

· Private contractors will be awarded on a first come first served basis with fifty percent of the funds being warded to contractors operating for schools eligible under AB1390, as defined in Part A of this program announcement.
B.   Project Completion Deadlines

All PM Traps shall be installed no later than December 31, 2007.
C.   Monitoring and Reporting

Awardees must notify the funding agency when the retrofit devices are ordered and again when the devices are installed.

I.C.
IF YOU NEED HELP

This Program Announcement and Application can be obtained by accessing the AQMD web site at www.aqmd.gov/rfp.  AQMD staff members are available to answer questions during the application acceptance period.  In order to help expedite assistance, please direct your inquiries to the applicable staff person, as follows:

· For General, Administrative, or Technical Assistance, please contact:



Ranji George, TAO


Program Supervisor


Phone: 909-396-3255


Fax: 909-396-3252


rgeorge@aqmd.gov
· For Invoice Questions, please contact:


Ms. Drue Ramirez, TAO


Contracts


Ph: 909 396 3237


Fax: 909 396 3774


dramirez@aqmd.gov
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PM Trap Retrofit GRANT
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GRANT APPLICATION FORM FOR THE 

SCHOOL BUS

 PM Trap Filters

RETROFIT PROGRAM

Public School District:  ___________________________________________

Street Address: ___________________________________________________

City: ________________ County________________ State: CA

Zip Code: _____________

Air District Jurisdiction: 

____________________________________________________________

Contact Person: 


Name/Title: 

Phone No.:  __________________
Fax: No.:___________________

Email:          _____________________________________________

Additional Information: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

This application must be signed below by an authorized person to be considered for awards to retrofit school buses with PM traps.

Authorized Person’s Signature:

_______________________________

Authorized Person’s Name & Title:
_______________________________







_______________________________

Date of Application___________________________

PROPOSED BUSES TO BE RETROFITTED

WITH  PM TRAP FILTERS

(Only 1994 and newer buses, with GVWR over 14,000 lbs, are eligible)
	Bus ID 

No.
	VIN No. 


	DMV License

Plate #
	Cumulative Mileage
	Year Built
	Engine Make & Model
	GVWR
	Name of PM trap Manufacturer
	Installed price of PM Trap* 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Applicant must specify the particular PM trap filter that applicant plans to install, and the estimated cost of purchase, sales tax and installation.  All eligible requests for ARB verified PM trap filters with the lowest NO2 emissions will be funded first, before other PM traps are eligible for funding. 
SAMPLE GRANT AWARD AND AUTHORIZATION FORM

South Coast Air Quality Management District

SCHOOL BUS RETROFIT PROGRAM

Your grant application to purchase and install Particulate Matter ("PM") traps for diesel school buses, a list of which is included as Attachment “A”, was approved for funding by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (“AQMD”) Governing Board. This grant award ("Grant") will cover the cost of purchase and installation of PM trap filters.

	Grant Recipient  (“Grantee”):
	

	Grant Number
	

	Total no. of school buses to be retrofitted with PM traps (only 1994 to 2002 buses are eligible)
	

	AQMD grant per PM trap
	

	(A) Total Grant for PM Traps:
	


As a condition of receiving this Grant, Grantee is required to comply with all of the following terms and conditions:

a. All conditions set forth in Attachment B, Lower-Emission School Bus Replacement & Retrofit Program Announcement and Application #PA2006-xxx, which is incorporated as part of this Grant.

b. Grantee must use only low sulfur (15 ppm or lower) diesel fuel in all the buses retrofitted with PM traps.
c. Grantees must install PM traps that have been verified by the California Air Resources Board (“CARB”) to Level III performance to achieve an 85% reduction in PM. 
d. PM trap retrofits must be purchased and installed by December 31, 2007.

e. Documentation for Payment.  Grantee shall coordinate with Vendor to provide the AQMD with the following documentation:
1. An invoice with breakdown of costs between parts and labor verifying purchase and installation of PM traps and insulation blankets on each school bus listed in Attachment A. 

2. If PM trap cleaning equipment is installed, a separate invoice with a similar breakdown of costs between parts and labor should be included.
3. A letter signed by the Grantee’s Director of Transportation, or his/her equivalent, which must contain the following:

a. details of the bus(es) that were retrofitted with PM traps and insulation blankets. To prevent delays in processing the invoices, Grantee must verify that the VIN #s, and other details of the buses listed on the invoice identically match the VIN #s of the buses listed in Attachment A of this Grant

b. confirmation that warranties were provided for each PM trap installed 
c. if applicable, confirmation whether PM trap cleaning equipment was purchased and installed

d. instruction to SCAQMD to pay the Vendor(s) directly

4. To receive payment, all the above documentation must be mailed to Contracts, TAO, AQMD, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, 91765.
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