ETHNIC COMMUNITY ADVISORY GROUP

June 14, 2006
MEETING MINUTES

PRESENT






ABSENT

ECAG CHAIRPERSON
Governing Board Member


Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta

AFRICAN-AMERICAN CAUCUS

Charles Jamison





Tod Short, Chair


Stan Lee






Patricia Byrd
Rosa Washington

LATINO CAUCUS

Fernando Del Rio, Chair
Ramon Diaz








Harold Martinez

Anastacio Medina

Rose Montoya-Lona
Daniel Morales






ASIAN-PACIFIC ISLANDER CAUCUS

Tom Chang, Chair







Paul Choe

David Sakurai








NATIVE AMERICAN

Julia Bogany

John Bacheller








AQMD STAFF 
Lourdes Cordova Martinez, Community Relations Manager

Arlene L. Farol, Secretary

Pom Pom Ganguli, Asst. DEO Public Affairs

John Olvera, Sr. Deputy District Counsel

Jean Ospital, Health Effects Officer
Jill Whynot, Planning & Rules Manager

ECAG Minutes – June 14, 2006

1. Call to Order/Opening Remarks

In the absence of ECAG Chair Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta, Asian-Pacific Islander Caucus Chairman, Tom Chang, called the meeting to order at 1:16 p.m.

2. Approval of the April Minutes/Review of Action Items

The May 10, 2006 minutes were approved as presented. 
Follow-up Action Items

Dr. Pom Pom Ganguli, Asst. Deputy Exec. Officer of Public Affairs, announced that AQMD staff attended the Aquatic Foundation Luncheon, held on June 7, 2006, at the Biltmore Hotel. Member Stan Lee, Executive Director of the Aquatic Foundation of Metropolitan L.A., gave a brief report of those honored at the luncheon, which raised $180,000 to fund summer aquatic programs. Newly elected Board Member Tonia Reyes-Uranga also attended the event.
Lourdes Cordova Martinez, Community Relations Manager, confirmed the May 10th ECAG minutes were forwarded to the Administrative Committee.

Dr. Ganguli announced the new state legislation that requires Ethics Training for members of public bodies subject to the Brown Act.  Under AB 1234 (Salinas), it is mandatory for all Advisory Group Members to complete this training by January 1, 2007.  Members will have the option to attend online, or at AQMD District Headquarters. 
3. Caucus and Subcommittee Reports
Member Fernando Del Rio, along with other members present from the Latino Caucus, expressed their concerns with the BP/ARCO Settlement Funding process.  Member Del Rio commented on what was viewed as a lack of good guidelines for the submittal of proposals.  He was disappointed that most of the funding was awarded to either private sectors or AQMD.  Dr. Ganguli responded that the BP/ARCO Settlement Funding process was unusual for the AQMD since it was the first time such a process was conducted.  Dr. Ganguli stated that this was not an RFP process.  This was a process where direction was given solely by the Governing Board to solicit project funding ideas from the public.  The process began by allocating $500,000 to each Board Member for a total of $6 million.  After receiving hundreds of proposals, the Board Members extended the deadline for proposals and changed the process to choose from a prioritized list.  Staff then provided analyses and priority lists to assist the Board.  All projects were selected by the Board Members according to their own requirements and needs for the agency.  Communities requested funds for inspectors, outreach, air quality mitigation, and clean fuels projects, and assigned to AQMD staff to implement.  Member Del Rio responded that AQMD has extensive knowledge with RFPs, yet the caucus felt the process was still very nebulous.
4. Update on PM2.5 Standards
Jean Ospital, Health Effects Officer, gave an update on AQMD’s interactions with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and their proposed new standards for particulate matter (PM).  The Clean Air Act requires the EPA to evaluate the air quality standards every five years and to seek input from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC).  As part of a court settlement with the American Lung Association and other organizations, EPA is required to have a decision on revising the particulates standard completed by September 27, 2006.
Dr. Ospital mentioned that EPA is proposing to revoke the PM10 standard and instead adopt a PM10-2.5 standard.   For the proposed PM10-2.5 standard, EPA excludes ambient PM mixes that are dominated by crustal sources, such as dust, soils, as well as agricultural and mining sources.  EPA recommends revoking the 24-hour PM10 standard, other than in areas that currently violate the standard and have greater than 100,000 population.  Thus, the PM standard will remain in effect in the South Coast until the new PM10-2.5 standards are implemented.

In terms of PM2.5, Dr. Ospital stated that EPA has proposed to retain the current annual standard.  AQMD has made progress, but is not close to meeting the federal standard.  EPA has proposed to lower the federal standard for the 24-hour average of PM2.5, which makes AQMD further from attainment.  In terms of implementing the standard, the deadline for meeting the proposed lowering of PM2.5 24-hour standard would be extended to April 2020.

CASAC’s recommendations were different than what EPA had proposed.  CASAC endorsed lowering the 24-hour standard as well as the annual standard since substantial new data showed adverse affects occurred at PM levels below the current standard.  Although CASAC acknowledged potential differences in PM compositions in rural and urban areas, they made no recommendations specific to excluding particulate sources.  They instead recommended additional monitoring of rural and urban PM.  

Dr. Ospital outlined AQMD staff comments as approved by the Governing Board.  These comments were sent to EPA on April 17, 2006, and recommended that the annual standard for PM2.5 be lowered to protect health, and that specific sources should not be exempt from control for any PM standards.  

Member Lee asked for reasons on EPA’s exclusion of crustal PM.  Dr. Ospital responded that, in his view, EPA distorted some of the deliberations that CASAC discussed regarding the composition of different particles in rural and urban areas.  Almost all of the health studies are done in urban areas; and very few studies are done in rural areas where crustal particulates are dominant.  Consequently, EPA argued that since little evidence is available in rural areas, regulation in these areas is not supported.  

Member Del Rio commented that it would be difficult to meet a 20-year plan with the increasing amount of acreage in certain areas.   Member Del Rio asked how increasing areas would be controlled.  Dr. Ospital responded that agricultural sources and controls are ongoing issues.  In the last few years, ARB and AQMD have been looking at controls for agricultural sources.  

Member Anastacio Medina asked for Dr. Ospital’s opinions on EPA’s lengthy implementation process.  Dr. Ospital stated that it was due to the technical work that needs to be done ahead of time.  For example, not very many areas are measuring PM10-2.5, and EPA feels that at least three years’ worth of data is necessary to determine whether or not an area is in compliance.  In addition, it may take another three years to deploy instruments with reliable quality assurance.  

ACTION: Member Tom Chang requested copies of USC Children’s Health Study and other studies listed in Slides 11 and 12 regarding adverse effects of PM exposure.
5. Update on 2007 Air Quality Management Plan
In the absence of Joe Cassmassi, Jill Whynot, Planning and Rules Manager, presented an update on the 2007 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP). The AQMP is a comprehensive document updated every three years, which lays out how AQMD will meet federal and state standards. Although the AQMP is a multi-agency effort, the AQMD only has legislative authority on stationary point and area resources. The key elements have been expanded to include ultrafine particles, energy/global warming and looking beyond current requirements. 
One of the major challenges in meeting AQMP standards is that there are many sources outside the AQMD jurisdiction; therefore making partnerships with the state and federal agencies very important. The AQMP draft plan is scheduled for approval by the Governing Board in early 2007 and due to EPA by June 2007.

Ms. Whynot explained there is an increase in volatile organic compounds (VOC) emissions from use of ethanol in gasoline. By 2010, an increase in VOCs of approximately 34 tons per day is projected.  A conference on the technical aspects of ethanol will be held at AQMD Headquarters on June 15, 2006.
In reference to the growing supply of ethanol, Member Medina inquired if ethanol will be used as an additional fuel source, and if so, what will happen to the waste produced in the process.  He added that the cost to produce ethanol is quite high. 

ACTION: A summary of the Ethanol Conference will be provided at the ECAG meeting.
As part of the enhanced public process, an Air Quality Summit was held on June 5-6, 2006 at the Ontario Marriott.  The meeting included six brainstorming sessions led by a panel of experts from industry, academia, and environmental groups.
Member Medina inquired as to whether AQMD has any union or labor membership on any advisory or working groups.  He commented it would help solve some opposition if unions were aware of why these measures are necessary to benefit our general population.  Ms. Whynot responded that AQMD has worked with the trucking association, as well as union and labor organizations in the past. 
ACTION: Ms. Whynot will inquire with AQMP lead staff regarding union and labor participation with AQMD.
Member Del Rio asked if the draft plan will be available for public review by October 2006.  Ms. Whynot responded that it is necessary to meet the October deadline in order to have the AQMP submit comments to EPA by June 2007.  Member Del Rio asked if the completion of the plan is dependent on other agencies’ input.  Ms. Whynot stated we have already received 90% of input needed from the agencies in terms of the emission inventory.  In terms of the control strategies, CARB and AQMD are planning to release concepts for strategies in August 2006.
Member Lee inquired how the AQMD will implement a plan on ultrafine particles.  Similarly, Member Rose Montoya-Lona also mentioned that studies on ultrafine particles have demonstrated direct health impacts.  She inquired whether AQMD will include information on additional effects of ultrafine particles.  Ms. Whynot responded that there will be an information chapter on ultrafine particles, which will summarize the state of the knowledge on the issue.  Since there is not enough known about ultrafine particles to set an air quality standard, staff has been following what contributes to toxics in ultrafine particles and will take that into consideration.  Ms. Whynot explained that this chapter of the AQMP will summarize the information from the recent Ultrafine Conference.  No specific control measures are planned at this time.
Member Lee asked how the AQMP will address the global warming issue.  Ms. Whynot responded that Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has an Executive Order to try to reduce greenhouse gas levels by 2020.  In addition to ongoing measures at the state level, the AQMP will analyze the impacts of control strategies on global warming gases.
Member Rose Montoya inquired if there has been more public awareness on the AQMP.  Ms. Whynot responded that in addition to the Air Quality Summit and frequent Advisory group meetings, staff will report results of the summit to the Governing Board regarding policy issues. 
ACTION: Future meetings to the ECAG will include information on outreach.
Member Chang asked for clarification on graphs presented on projected population and employment.  Ms. Whynot responded that every three years, an update is made to the AQMP.  Meanwhile, every three years the population estimates for future years generally increase and employment projections change.  The validation comes in the air quality monitoring, which shows improvements for most of the pollutants.  When staff reviews the emission reports from approximately 2,700 stationary sources and compares it to the projections, the actual reported emissions are less than the projected figure.  Dr. Ganguli added that quantifying the emissions from mobile sources is very difficult.  Over 75% of pollution results from mobile sources.  The largest components of the mobile source sector are controlled by CARB and EPA.  In that sector, the ports are the largest source of pollution in this region.  Senator Alan Lowenthal authored SJR 31 asking EPA to control these emissions, which has cleared the Senate and will be heard by the Assembly.  Dr. Ganguli distributed a fact sheet on SJR 31 to members.  Current opposition to the bill includes Maersk and California Trade Association. 
6. Discussion on Energy Issues

The Joint Conference Committee on Budget approved the $6 million request for the Hydrogen Highway. 
7. Review last Governing Board Meeting and Discussion on Upcoming Governing Board Agenda Items
Dr. Ganguli noted that the Board had two meetings in the month of June (June 2nd and June 9th).  During the June 9th meeting, the budget was approved with the fee increase of 10% each year.  Dr. Ganguli mentioned that the Board approved amendments to the architectural coatings Rule 1113. 
Dr. Ganguli referred to the draft agenda for July’s Board Meeting.  AQMD will be hosting an International Asthma Conference, which will be a 2-day event held in spring of 2007 at the Disneyland Hotel.  AQMD will also be hosting a Ports Conference, but a date has not yet been confirmed.
AQMD will be issuing Requests for Proposals (RFP) for pilot studies on air purifying systems in classrooms.  The Governing Board was very pleased with the idea of clean classrooms and keeping children safe from air pollution incidents.  Fence-line monitoring projects will also be funded in Carson/Long Beach areas and placed around schools to detect any increase in pollution. 
A report on the San Pedro Bay Ports Clean Air Action Plan will be given by Peter Greenwald at the next Board meeting. 
8. Other Business

Member Chang inquired if any progress was made on the Air Quality Institute.  Dr. Ganguli responded that a date has not yet been confirmed.  The advisory group has met to identify the course curriculum and has been reviewed by the Executive Officer. 
ACTION: Member Chang requested a follow-up presentation at ECAG’s September meeting.
Ms. Cordova Martinez reminded members of upcoming Clean Air Awards.  Deadline for nominations is June 23, 2006.
9. Public Comment 

There were none.

10.  Adjournment 

 There being no further comments, meeting adjourned at 2:39 p.m.
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