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ECAG Minutes – January 10, 2007

1. Call to Order/Opening Remarks

Governing Board Member Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta, Chair of the Ethnic Community Advisory Group (ECAG), called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.

2. Approval of the December 12, 2006 Minutes/Review of Action Items

The December 12, 2006 minutes were approved as presented.

      
Review of Action Items
ACTION:  Staff will be requesting a health presentation by Jean Ospital, Health Effects Officer, at a future ECAG meeting.

3. Caucus and Subcommittee Reports

No discussion.
4. Presentation on AQMP Socioeconomic Analysis   
Sue Lieu, Program Supervisor in Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources, stated that the Draft 2007 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) presents several control strategies, when implemented, could bring the South Coast Air Basin into compliance with the federal PM2.5 standard by 2014 and the federal ozone standard by 2020. 

The Socioeconomic Analysis, which will be released in March 2007, outlines the attainment benefits and costs by industry to comply with the proposed control measures. As an example, several agricultural crops, such as alfalfa, are very sensitive to high levels of ozone and crop yield could be impacted if the ozone standards are not met as proposed. 

ACTION:  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta asked staff to provide a more detailed list of crops affected by air pollution. 

Using the census data, the socioeconomic analysis is now modeled at the sub-county level. The control measures are quantified to determine the cost burden. Every control measure is associated with some level of emission reduction. For quantified measures, engineers solicit equipment vendors and facilities who may have implemented some portion of the control measures to retrieve cost data. For each control measure, the cost and emission reductions data produces a cost-effectiveness value, which represents the cost per ton of emissions reduced. For unquantified measures, such as new technology, the emission reductions are multiplied by the cost-effectiveness of quantified measures for cost approximation. Ms. Lieu added that green technology is encouraged for developers to use as an incentive, but it is difficult to determine which developers take on such incentives. 

Member Fernando Del Rio asked for clarification on the REMI model regarding job and other socioeconomic impacts. Ms. Lieu responded that the model can be used for individual measures or a group of control measures. Essentially, the analysis can be carried at any desirable level. Member Pat Byrd inquired if AQMD is required by law to create a socioeconomic analysis. Ms. Lieu responded that legally, AQMD is not obligated to do such analysis for the AQMP. Board Member Verdugo-Peralta added that a recurring issue with ECAG is how the AQMP would affect the jobs and health of people in the community. The refinement of socioeconomic analysis over the years helps determine what real measures will work and how it will affect the community.


Member Tom Chang inquired if it is possible that the REMI’s forecast is completely opposite from Southern California Association of Governments’ (SCAG) forecast. Ms. Lieu responded that the forecasts may be different because of differences in methodologies and data. However, we have seen the following trend, that is, SCAG’s projection may show much higher growth rates in the two eastern counties than the REMI model because of SCAG’s local expertise. Staff also makes adjustments to the REMI forecasts to be in line with SCAG’s.


For every health effect, there is a monetary value associated with it. Member Chang asked for clarification if the values are on a per capita basis. Ms. Lieu responded that each value shows a person’s willingness to pay to reduce the risk of exposing to a particular health effect.  Board Member Verdugo-Peralta inquired if asthma was included in the category of upper & lower respiratory illnesses. Ms. Lieu clarified that asthma could fall under the category of hospital admissions as well. Board Member Verdugo-Peralta suggested to include the number of occurrences of health effects in this report. Ms. Lieu said that the consulting company is currently trying to set up a model to calculate the number of occurrences. 


5. Permitting Process for Power Plants

Mike Mills, Sr. Air Quality Engineering Manager, discussed the permitting and licensing process between the California Energy Commission (CEC) and AQMD. The CEC is the licensing authority for power plants rated 50 MWs or greater. 1 MW will supply power for about 700 homes. The AQMD is the agency that provides a determination of compliance to CEC. AQMD also works with EPA in their Title V permitting program, and issues a federal operating permit to large power plants in compliance with AQMD rules.

The most important regulation is New Source Review (NSR), which includes Best Available Control Technology (BACT), Air Quality Modeling Analysis, and Emission Offsets. NSR is a major requirement for facilities that emit toxics. Member Tod Short inquired if the public can purchase emission offsets from other companies. Mr. Mills responded that if a company reduces emissions beyond what is required by AQMD’s BACT rules, a certificate is presented for that emission reduction, and another company can purchase that emission reduction to use for mitigation purposes at their facility. By order of Rule 1301, cancer-causing emissions cannot be offset by credits. Trading can only take place for criteria pollutants.
Member Byrd asked if power plants are required to meet all the listed criteria. Mr. Mills responded that power plants have to meet every NSR criteria. Power plants have to meet the offsets, except under Rule 1309.1, there is a provision to provide offsets to the facility. Member Byrd inquired if there were facilities that were shut down and did not use their credits. Mr. Mills responded that is a possibility for some small facilities. 

Member Chang inquired about the interactions between AQMD and CEC. Mr. Mills responded that the two agencies contact each other and work together during the power plant permitting process. For example, most public meetings are co-sponsored with CEC. Mr. Short inquired if EPA is involved in the initial public meeting. EPA is not required to participate, but AQMD typically informs EPA of larger projects primarily because there is a request from industry. The power plant permitting process typically takes 18 months to complete. 

Mr. Mills presented a list of six proposed new power plants and four peaker projects. Member Paul Choe asked how many houses would be affected by a 500 MW power plant. Mr. Mills responded that 350,000 houses would be powered. Power Plants under 50 MW do not have to be reviewed by CEC. Mr. Chang inquired on the status of the Sun Valley Energy Project. Mr. Mills responded that Sun Valley is near to issuing a preliminary determination of compliance. Mr. Del Rio inquired if the permitting process takes longer to complete when a power plant is larger in size. Mr. Mills responded that all projects are subject to the same review process, although the complexity of the project may take longer to evaluate.
Ms. Byrd asked for clarification on the term “downwind district.” Mr. Mills responded that those projects are listed merely for informational purpose. AQMD does not have jurisdiction on these projects, which are termed “downwind” because the air flow goes through Santa Clarita into the Antelope Valley.

6. 2006 ECAG Accomplishments & 2007 Goals & Objectives
Dr. Ganguli presented the Draft 2006 Accomplishments, & 2007 Goals & Objectives. Significant items that were addressed in 2006 include BP/ARCO Settlement Funding, recent Air Pollution and Health Studies, and Chairman Burke’s Clean Port Initiative. A complete list of other items is outlined in the 2006 Accomplishments. Following the committee’s approval, the list will be forwarded to the Administrative Committee for filing and subsequently, to the Governing Board for approval.

Member Fernando Del Rio asked for clarification inquiring if ECAG is mandated to meet the list of Goals and Objectives. Dr. Ganguli responded that it is not mandatory to meet the Goals and Objectives listed, but staff will attempt to meet those goals. The list is not all-inclusive.

MOTION: To approve the 2006 ECAG Accomplishments and 2007 ECAG Goals and Objectives.

7. Update on International Asthma Conference
Patrician Price, Senior Public Information Specialist, updated ECAG on the upcoming International Asthma Conference to be held on April 26-27, 2007, at the Disneyland Hotel in Anaheim. The conference is designed for a broad audience of scientists, physicians, public health professionals from around the world who are active in addressing the global challenge facing the rising incidents of respiratory diseases due to poor air quality. The conference will also highlight panel discussions on initiatives and community approaches, policy and legislative approaches. Informational brochure on registration and hotel materials will be available shortly. AQMD requests ECAG to publicize the event to doctors, medical organizations, affiliated organizations, or other organizations that would consider sponsoring the event. 
8. Energy Issues
No issues were discussed.


9. Review last Governing Board Meeting and Discussion on Upcoming Governing Board Agenda Items
Ms. Lourdes Cordova Martinez announced that Chairman Burke unveiled the Mobile Source Fair Share Initiative which will outline steps that can be taken to secure greater local authority to regulate mobile sources of air pollution.  Staff will send the press release on the issue to ECAG members. The lawn mower exchange and leaf blower exchange contracts will be discussed for execution at next month’s meeting. The leaf blower exchange is typically offered to professional landscape organizations, and the lawn mower exchange is extended to local residents. 


10. Other Business
Ms. Cordova Martinez extended her appreciation to ECAG for completing their AB 1234 Ethics Training. Mr. John Olvera explained that the training certificate is valid for two years.


11. Public Comment
There was none.


12. Adjournment


 There being no further comments, the meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
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