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Enterprise Rent-A-Car Works with South Bay Cities to 

Bring EV Rentals to Torrance 
 

Enterprise, SBCCOG, AQMD Promote Sustainable Transportation;  
Enterprise Pilots Discount Program in Torrance for EV Owners to  

Rent Longer-Range Vehicles 
 
TORRANCE, Calif. – Feb. 7, 2011 – Enterprise Rent-A-Car is adding the Torrance, Calif., rental office at 
20625 Hawthorne Blvd to its growing list of locations offering electric vehicle (EV) rentals, providing 
customers throughout Southern California with the opportunity to experience EV technology with the 
addition of Nissan LEAF EVs and an on-site charging station. 
 
In collaboration with the South Bay Cities Council of Governments (SBCCOG), Enterprise is also piloting 
an “EV Owners Discount Program” for customers at the Torrance branch, which provides EV owners with 
a 15 percent discount off the regular retail rate when they need to rent a longer-range vehicle. In addition, 
EV owners can charge up their own EVs at Enterprise during the rental. 
 
Enterprise and the SBCCOG have a history of working together on sustainable transportation initiatives, 
including the SBCCOG’s Local Use Vehicle (LUV) project. In 2010, Enterprise helped the SBCCOG lease 
and prepare six 100 percent EVs to launch the project, which the SBCCOG is using to study how the 
vehicles can reduce emissions, air pollution and gas consumption. And as Enterprise works to establish 
EV infrastructure via the private sector, the SBCCOG is studying EV infrastructure development to 
promote wider adoption of more sustainable transportation alternatives. 
  
“We’re a catalyst to electric vehicle infrastructure development, which includes offering extended test 
drives of EVs via rentals to curious customers,” said Greg Tabak, director of EV programs for Southern 
California, Enterprise Rent-A-Car. “Helping EV technology establish itself in the marketplace also means 
finding unique ways to make it easier for EV owners to rent for the times when they need a longer-range 
vehicle, such as for a road trip or a move across town.” 
 
The SBCCOG and the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) have made a commitment 
to making the South Bay EV ready.   
 
“Enterprise has been a good private collaborator, bringing their expertise in vehicle fleet purchase and 
management to our project,” said Ellen Perkins, SBCCOG Chair and Palos Verdes Estates 
Councilwoman. “Combined with our efforts to further EV infrastructure development, this is an excellent 
example of the public and private sectors working together toward a common goal to improve our 
environment. It’s these kinds of collaborations that will help drive the type of change we need.” 
 
The South Coast AQMD is likewise dedicated to improving Southern California through the addition of 
sustainable transportation options. AQMD provided funding for the LUV demonstration program in 
cooperation with SBCCOG. 
 



“The future of clean air in Southern California will depend on the widespread deployment of electric 
vehicles and other zero- and near-zero emission technologies,” said William A. Burke, Ed.D., Governing 
Board Chairman of the South Coast AQMD.  
 
Enterprise’s continued rollout of EVs is part of its overall goal to use its fleet as a “Petri dish” to help grow 
the market for EVs and other clean-fuel technologies, both in California and throughout the United States. 
 
The Torrance rental office becomes the 11th Enterprise location in Southern California to offer EV rentals, 
joining branches in Encino, Newport Beach, Ontario, Palm Springs, Pasadena, Riverside, San Diego, 
Santa Barbara, Santa Monica and Thousand Oaks. Enterprise operates the largest network of EV rentals 
in California, and is uniquely positioned to introduce drivers to EV technology with more than 5,500 car 
rental locations within 15 miles of 90 percent of the U.S. population. 
 
“California is a natural place to roll out electric vehicle rentals because of the commitment the state has 
made to EV infrastructure development” said Lee Broughton, head of corporate sustainability for 
Enterprise Holdings, which owns and operates Enterprise Rent-A-Car, Alamo Rent A Car and National 
Car Rental. “We want to help people experience and understand EV technology. Our industry’s future 
depends on keeping passenger vehicles – and the fuels required to power them – economically viable 
and socially acceptable. So, it’s important to invest in and integrate alternatives into our fleet.” 
 
EV rentals from Enterprise are also available in many markets throughout the United States, as well as in 
the United Kingdom. Enterprise currently offers Nissan LEAF and Chevy Volt extended-range EV rentals, 
and does not charge for vehicles returned without a full charge.   
 
Enterprise’s focus on sustainable vehicle technology prompted it to join the Electrification Coalition in 
2010 and the U.S. Department of Energy’s “Clean Cities” National Clean Fleets Partnership in 2011.  
 
Customers can visit www.enterprise.com to learn more about the availability of EVs and hybrid rentals, or 
call 1-800-261-7331 to make a reservation. 
 
About Enterprise Rent-A-Car  
Founded in 1957 and known for an extensive network of locations, everyday low rates and outstanding 
customer service, Enterprise Rent-A-Car is an internationally recognized brand that has been named to 
BusinessWeek magazine’s annual list of “Customer Service Champs” in 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010.  
Enterprise won Budget Travel magazine’s 2010 and 2011 Readers’ Choice Award as their favorite rental 
car brand for customer service around the globe.  
 
Enterprise operates more than twice as many locations as its nearest competitor and continues to lead 
the home-city market, with local car rental revenues currently experiencing double-digit growth. Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car operates not only as a key provider for insurance replacement, weekend getaways and 
special occasions, but also as a local transportation alternative. For example, many consumers rely on 
mass transit during the week or simply cannot afford to purchase or maintain a vehicle on their own – so 
they often depend on local Virtual Car® rental service and take advantage of Enterprise’s “everyday low 
price.” Enterprise offers customers the opportunity to rent a hybrid vehicle in more than 30 major 
markets. Enterprise received a 2010 Business Traveler Innovation Award – sponsored by the National 
Business Travel Association (NBTA) and The Wall Street Journal – for its outstanding and original 
environmental efforts in the travel industry. For more information about Enterprise’s environmental 
stewardship and long-term commitment to the sustainability of its business, visit www.DrivingFutures.com 
and follow @LeeBroughton on Twitter. This news release and other Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
announcements are available at the Enterprise Holdings press room. 
 
About SBCCOG    
The SBCCOG is a joint powers authority of 16 cities and the County of Los Angeles that share the goal of 
maximizing the quality of life and productivity of the area.  The SBCCOG is currently using stimulus funds 
to help residents with home energy retrofits. Please visit www.southbaycities.org for further information. 
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