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South Coast Air Quality Management District’s





Notice of Public Workshop and CEQA Scoping Meeting





PROPOSED REGULATION XXXV – RAILROADS AND RAILROAD OPERATIONS





PROPOSED RULES 3500 - GENERAL, 3501 - RECORDKEEPING FOR LOCOMOTIVE IDLING, 3502 - IDLING EMISSIONS MINIMIZATION, 3503 - EMISSIONS INVENTORY AND DIESEL RELATED RISK ASSESSMENT FOR RAIL YARD, and 3504 - RISK REDUCTION FROM DIESEL OPERATIONS AT RAIL YARDS





Tuesday, March 8, 2005


1:30 p.m.


AQMD Headquarters


21865 Copley Drive


Diamond Bar, CA  91765


Auditorium























Purpose of This Meeting


The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) has scheduled a public workshop and CEQA scoping meeting to solicit information and suggestions from the public regarding Proposed Rules (PR) 3500 - General; 3501 - Recordkeeping for Locomotive Idling; 3502 - Idling Emissions Minimization; 3503 - Emissions Inventory and Diesel Related Risk Assessment for Rail Yards, and 3504 - Risk Reduction from Diesel Operations at Rail Yards.





On May 6, 2005, a public hearing is scheduled for these proposed rules.  This notice serves to inform potentially affected facilities and the public of the new requirements.





Rule Background


In September 2003, AQMD staff presented a white paper titled "Potential Control Strategies to Address Cumulative Impacts" to the AQMD Governing Board.  One of the strategies, Strategy 12, was a proposal to look into the risk associated with train idling.  AQMD staff has received numerous complaints related to rail traffic, which is associated with the moving of cargo to and from ports and rail yards.  Particular focus has been on idling locomotives.  A recent CARB risk assessment for a rail yard indicates significant health risk from the source category.  These sets of proposed rules are being developed to address those issues and the emissions associated with rail yards.





Air Quality Objective of Proposed Rules


The objective of these proposed rules is to quantify diesel particulate and criteria air pollutants and the associated cancer and non-cancer risk that occur from idling locomotives and associated diesel sources used at rail yards in the Basin.  In addition, these proposed rules seek to reduce emissions and the cancer risk associated with diesel related operations at rail yards.  Specifically, these proposed rules require recordkeeping for idling of locomotives in the District and require rail yards to develop and submit an emission inventory and risk assessment.  In addition, the proposed rules require rail yards to identify strategies to reduce controllable idling events or to achieve emission reductions equivalent to minimizing controllable idling events, and to develop and submit a risk reduction plan for diesel combustion sources located on rail yards.  AQMD staff is seeking input on the proposed rules, including technical, legal and economic feasibility of the proposals and their potential economic impacts and impacts on rail operations.





California Environmental Quality Act


Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and AQMD Rule 110, the AQMD will prepare appropriate CEQA documentation to analyze any potential adverse environmental impacts associated with Proposed Rules 3500, 3501, 3502, 3503, and 3504.  
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Comments and suggestions regarding environmental impacts from the proposed rules should be directed to Mr. Michael Krause at (909) 396-2706 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:mkrause@aqmd.gov?subject=NOPW%201470" ��mkrause@aqmd.gov�.





Available Supporting Documents


The following supporting documents are available:


PR 3500 - General �PR 3501 - Recordkeeping for Locomotive Idling�PR 3502 - Idling Emissions Minimization�PR 3503 - Emissions Inventory and Diesel Related Risk Assessment for Rail Yards�PR 3504 - Risk Reduction from Diesel Operations at Rail Yards


Preliminary Draft Staff Reports for Proposed Regulation XXXV





To Obtain Copies of the Above Documents


Copies of the proposed rules and the preliminary draft staff reports may be obtained from:


Ms. Kim White


Public Advisor's Office


South Coast Air Quality Management District


21865 Copley Drive


Diamond Bar, CA  91765


(909) 396-2039





Submission of Documents or Comments


You are invited to attend the meeting and may also send comments, documents or other information relevant to the proposed rules listed above to:


Mr. Andrew Lee�Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources�South Coast Air Quality Management District�PO Box 4941�Diamond Bar, CA  91765�(909) 396-2643


� HYPERLINK "mailto:alee@aqmd.gov?subject=NOPW%201470" ��alee@aqmd.gov 


�


Written comments on PR 3500, PR 3501, PR 3502, PR 3503, and PR 3504 should be submitted by March 22, 2005.











P U B L I C   A D V I S O R   B U L L E T I N











