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April 14, 2000

Ms. Donna M. Hebert

Padre Associates, Inc.,

5450 Telegraph Road, Suite 101

Ventura, CA 93003

Initial Study/Environmental Assessment for the Avalon Wastewater

Treatment Plant Upgrade

Dear Ms. Hebert:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Assessment.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Assessment.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) for the Avalon Wastewater

Treatment Plant Upgrade

On page 21 of the IS/EA, it is stated that the proposed project would generate increased emissions through increased electrical demand.  The increased emissions will be generated by diesel engine-powered generators operated by Southern California Edison.  It is reported that 729 pounds of NO2 would be generated daily from the engine exhaust and engine fuel usage.

Although the district is classified as attainment for the federal NO2 standard, because NO2 is an ozone precursor, projects with NO2 emissions greater than or equal to 10 tons per year are required to undergo a conformity determination.  The NO2 emissions of 729 pounds per day, quoted on page 22 of the IS/EA, total 266,085 pounds or 133 tons of NO2 per year, assuming that the upgraded facility will be operating 365 days per year.  This figure far exceeds the de minimus level of ten tons per year for NO2, and, therefore, the proposed project is subject to conformity determination.  According to Section 93.112 of the U.S. EPA conformity regulations, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), being the metropolitan planning organization for the air basin, must make that conformity determination.  One of the conformity criteria has to do with whether or not the proposed facility upgrade and the corresponding emissions have been included in SCAG’s regional plan and the emissions inventory.  Please contact David Stein at SCAG at (213) 236-1917 for further assistance.

