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April 14, 2000

Mr. Michael Harrod

Riverside County Planning Department

4080 Lemon Street, 9th Floor

P.O. Box 1409

Riverside, CA 92502-1409

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 198-Acre Scott Road South Residential Subdivision, Comprehensive General Plan Amendment No. 483 – County of Riverside

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 198-Acre Scott Road South Residential Subdivision, Comprehensive General Plan Amendment No. 483 – County of Riverside 
1. In the Final EIR and for future projects, it would be helpful if the lead agency provided summary tables for construction and operational emissions. The summary tables should identify all emissions sources and peak daily mass emissions for each criteria pollutant for each emissions source.

In conjunction with the air quality impact summary tables, it is recommended that the lead agency also provide summary tables that identify all mitigation measures, the control efficiency of each mitigation measure, which emissions source the mitigation measure is applied to, and the remaining emissions after applying the mitigation measures.

Clearly identifying emissions sources, their emissions, mitigation measures, their control efficiencies, etc., allows the public to easily identify and comment on the emissions sources, the actual mitigation measures to be used, and whether or not the mitigation measure control efficiencies being used are reasonable.

2. On page 4.6-8 of the Draft EIR and on page 13 of Appendix F, Air Quality Impact Analysis, it is stated that “Because of their temporary nature, air quality impacts from construction have often been considered as individually less than significant.” Because emissions may be temporary in nature does not mean they are insignificant. For example, the attainment status of an area is based on whether or not there are daily exceedances of the applicable ambient air quality standard. Consequently, even short-term emissions from a project could potentially affect the attainment status of the area in which it is located. Please delete these statements in the Final EIR.
3. Paragraph one on page 4.6-9 of the DEIR states in part, “In addition to fine particles that remain suspended in the atmosphere semi-indefinitely, construction activities generate many larger particles with shorter atmospheric residence times. This dust is comprised mainly of large diameter inert silicates that are chemically non-reactive and are further readily filtered out by human breathing passages. These fugitive dust particles are therefore more of a potential soiling nuisance as they settle out on parked cars, outdoor furniture or landscape foliage rather than any adverse health hazard…. Any nuisance potential would tend to be highly localized when a new tract is built in very close proximity to an already completed development.”

The lead agency is reminded that for any fugitive dust generating active operation, SCAQMD Rule 403 states that emissions from fugitive dust resulting from the conduct of active operations within the boundaries of the South Coast Air Basin shall not remain visible in the atmosphere beyond the property line of the emission source.
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In addition, one or more of the applicable best available control measures to minimize fugitive dust emissions shall be utilized to minimize fugitive dust emissions from each fugitive dust source type, which is part of the active operation.

The lead agency is also reminded that SCAQMD Rule 402 prohibits emissions of air contaminants or other materials that cause among other things nuisance, annoyance or which endangers the health or safety to a considerable number of persons or the public. 

4. Page 4.6-10 of the DEIR states, “Although the NOx emissions exceed the SCAQMD significance threshold, the mobile nature of the on-site construction equipment and off-site trucks would not concentrate emissions in any one location; would allow for the dispersion of NOx emissions; and would prevent any localized violation of the NOx or other standards.” The lead agency has not quantitatively demonstrated that no localized NOx emission impacts will occur. Because the emissions sources are relatively mobile, does not mean they won’t necessarily contribute to an exceedance. In fact, the analysis on page 4.6-16 of CO hotspots is based on mobile sources. In order to demonstrate whether or not localized NOx emissions are significant, it is necessary for the lead agency to perform modeling. Otherwise, this statement regarding localized NOx impacts should be deleted in the Final EIR.

5. Please revise mitigation measure 4.6-1(a) on page 4.6-17 of the DEIR to include the following as applicable:

· Apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specification to all inactive construction areas (previously graded areas inactive for ten days or more).

· Replace ground cover in disturbed areas as quickly as possible.

· Water active sites at least twice daily.  

· All trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil or other loose materials are to be covered or should maintain at least two feet of freeboard (i.e. minimum vertical distance between top of the load and the top of the trailer) in accordance with requirements of CVC Section 23114.
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6. Please revise mitigation measure 4.6-1(c) on page S-6 of the DEIR to include these additional following as applicable:

Paved Roads

· Sweep streets if visible soil material is carried onto adjacent public paved roads. Street sweepers should be Rule 1186 certified and water sweepers should be using reclaimed water.

· Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit unpaved roads onto paved roads, or wash off trucks and any equipment leaving the site each trip.

Unpaved Roads

· Apply water three times daily, or non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ specifications, to all unpaved parking or staging areas or unpaved road surfaces.

· Traffic speeds on all unpaved roads to be reduced to 15 mph or less.

· Pave construction roads that have a traffic volume of more than 50 daily trips by construction equipment, 150 total daily trips for all vehicles.

· Pave all construction access roads at least 100 feet on to the site from the main road.

· Pave construction roads that have a daily traffic volume of less than 50 vehicular trips. 

Please refer to Chapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook for additional mitigation measures that may apply to this project.

7. Construction worker trips are calculated using the URBEMIS 7G: Version 3.2 computer model and the outputs are included in Appendix F, Air Quality Impact Analysis. The inputs and assumptions for this construction emissions category are not included in Table 4.6-4, however. In the Final EIR, it would assist the public review if all construction (and operational) emissions sources are included in a summary table (refer to comment #1).

