FAXED:  AUGUST 23, 2000

August 23, 2000

Ms. Hayley Lovan

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

Environmental Resources Branch

P. O. Box 532711

Los Angeles, CA 90053—2325

Whitewater River Basin Draft Feasibility Report and

Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Ms. Lovan:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Statement.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Statement.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Whitewater River Basin Draft Feasibility Report and

Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

1. Emission Factors:  According to the footnotes for Table 3 in Appendix D of the DEIS, the emission factors used in determining the emissions for workers commuting and haul trips were taken from the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook).  Although the footnotes do not specifically say so, it appears the emission factors were taken from Tables A9-5-J-1 through A9-5-K-10 in the Handbook.  Please note that these tables were derived from an older and obsolete version of the California Air Resources Board’s (ARB) mobile source emission inventory, EMFAC-7EP.  Current emission factors have been demonstrated to be generally higher than those used in EMFAC-7EP.  The ARB has produced more recent and updated emission factors.  The AQMD recommends that the lead agency use the current emission factors to recalculate the motor vehicle emissions to reflect the most accurate data currently available.  The most current version of EMFAC emission factors can be obtained from the ARB web page at www.arb.ca.gov.

2. MAAQI  Model:  It is not clear from the same footnotes to Table 3 in Appendix D whether  the MAAQI model was used in estimating the mobile source emissions.  If it was, please note that although the MAAQI computer model was developed by the AQMD, the AQMD no longer supports the use of this model in estimating project emissions.  This is because the mobile source emission factors used in the model are from an older version of the ARB EMFAC model.  Furthermore, the trip generation rates are from an older version of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.  For the final EIS, it is recommended that the lead agency use the ARB approved computer model URBEMIS7G in estimating the mobile source emissions.  The model can be obtained from the ARB web page at www.arb.ca..gov/urbemis7/urbemis7.html.  Please note that the Handbook is in the process of being revised and updated to reflect these changes.

