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August 30, 2000

Mr. R. Michael Robinson

Planning and Redevelopment Manager

City of Costa Mesa Planning Division

P.O. Box 1200

Costa Mesa, CA 92628-1200

Draft Program Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 54-Acre Village Expansion Area Specific Plan – City of Claremont

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Alene Taber, AICP





Senior Manager
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August 30, 2000

Draft Program Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 54-Acre Village Expansion Area Specific Plan – City of Claremont

1. Table 3.3-5 on page 3.3-16 lists the operational emissions estimates for the proposed project based on using the URBEMIS7G emissions model from the California Air Resources Board. The modeling outputs, inputs and assumptions, however, were not included in the Draft Program EIR (Draft PEIR). This documentation should be included in the Final Program EIR (Final PEIR) for verification and public review. 

2. In the discussion of air quality impacts from construction activities on page 3.3-12 of the Draft PEIR, reference is made to the Air Quality Section V. of the revised Initial Study dated October 15, 1999 in Appendix A.  Construction activities are described in both references but no emissions estimates and supporting details are provided to support the lead agency’s findings of less than significant impacts on page 3.3-12. Using information described in the project description, reasonable estimates can be made and included in the Final PEIR including the impacts of the mitigation measures applied to the proposed project (see comment #3). In the Final PEIR, please provide a summary or table showing the projected emissions, the control efficiencies of the proposed mitigation measures if necessary, emissions reduced and remaining emissions.

3. On page 3.3-12 of the Draft PEIR, Construction Impacts, reference is made to implementation of “Mitigation Measure B” for construction dust and equipment sources. Measure B from page 30 of the revised Initial Study in Appendix A states, “During construction of the project, the City shall apply all appropriate measures to reduce construction-related air quality impacts, as specified in Chapter 11 of the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) CEQA Air Quality Handbook and SCAQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust Implementation Handbook.”

Since the lead agency used the wording “shall apply all appropriate measures” to reduce construction-related impacts, it would be more appropriate to specify in the Final PEIR which of the measures from the Chapter 11 of the CEQA Handbook the lead agency is committed to implement. Listing the specific mitigation measures would also help document the mitigated construction emissions totals referred to in comment #2.

The lead agency is also reminded that Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust is a requirement applicable to any activity or man-made condition capable of generating fugitive dust remaining visible beyond the property line of the emission source.

4. Page 3.3-12 of the Air Quality Section and page 3-5of the Project Description refer to potential removal of asbestos during demolition activities. Rule 1403 – Asbestos Emissions from Demolition/Renovation Activities is the applicable SCAQMD rule that should be referenced in the Final PEIR for this construction-related activity.

