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July 25, 2000

Ms. Dorothy Meyer, Environmental Manager

City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering

650 South Spring Street, Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA 90014

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed Northeast Interceptor Sewer and Eagle Rock Interceptor Sewer Projects – City of Los Angeles

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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July 25, 2000

Environmental Manager

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed Northeast Interceptor Sewer and Eagle Rock Interceptor Sewer Projects – City of Los Angeles

1. Page 4-13 describes construction activities, which include the demolition of existing structures at the Mission/Jesse and Division Street shaft locations. Although described on page 4-13, the estimated emissions from the demolition activities are not calculated or included in Table 4-6, “Worst-Case Construction Phase Daily Emissions” on page 4-14. This comment also applies to Tables 4-12 and 4-15. In the Final EIR, please revise the construction analysis to include demolition emissions or clarify why demolition emissions are not included in these tables. 

2. Although worst-case daily construction emissions are provided in Tables 4-6, 4-12, and 4-15 for each alternative, emission calculations, emission factors, etc., are not included in the Draft EIR. In general, to facilitate the review of the air quality analysis by the SCAQMD and the public, it is recommended that all calculations, emission factors used, methodologies and assumptions for all emission sources be included in the Final EIR and future CEQA documents prepared by the lead agency. This information could be made part of each table’s footnotes, part of the narration on pages 4-29 through 4-30, or as part of an appendix.

(a) On page 4-13 (East Alignment), Table 4-6; page 4-24 (Middle Alignment), Table 4-12; and page 4-30 (West Alignment), Table 4-15, the tables list the estimated emissions impact from Fugitive Dust Generation Activities, e.g.; page 4-24 (Middle Alignment), Table 4-12 lists 109 pounds per day of PM10.  Paragraph two on page 4-24 describes the excavation estimates for the simultaneous tunneling operations at three shaft site locations that would entail the excavation of up to 695 cubic yards (531 cubic meters) of earth each day totaling an estimated amount of about 2,085 cubic yards (1,595 cubic meters) per day. Although the volume of the amount of earth to be excavated is supplied, the emission factor and methodology used to calculate the figure of 109 pounds of PM10 per day were not included in the Draft EIR. Please provide this information in the Final EIR.

(b) The three tables identified in item 2.(a) above show emission estimates for haul truck emissions based on 104 haul-truck trips per day. In the Final EIR, please include the roundtrip distance, the emissions factors used for the haul-trucks, and the emission calculation equations.

(c) In addition, the three tables identified in item 2.(a) above reference worker vehicle emissions, but the estimates for the number of worker vehicles, distances traveled, emissions factors used, and emission calculations are not included in the Draft EIR. Please include this information in the Final EIR.  

Ms. Dorothy Meyer,
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July 25, 2000

Environmental Manager

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed Northeast Interceptor Sewer and Eagle Rock Interceptor Sewer Projects – City of Los Angeles

3. Throughout Section 4-5, Hazards & Hazardous Materials, reference is made to hazardous waste management regulations that apply to the handling of contaminated soil, e.g. the Spread of Contamination sections on pages 4-114, 4-116, and 4-117. If the proposed project includes activities in which soil is found to be contaminated by hydrocarbon contaminants, the lead agency is reminded that contaminated sites would be subject to SCAQMD Rule 1166 and compliance should be referenced in the Final EIR.

4. The Draft EIR does not address the issue of project consistency with the regional plans and general plans, including the Air Quality Management Plan. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15125(d), a lead agency shall discuss any inconsistencies between the proposed project and applicable general plans and regional plans. Please provide this assessment in the Final EIR.

