FAXED: JULY 7, 2000

July 7, 2000

Mr. Gerhardt H. Felgemaker

Community and Environmental Planning Division

City of Long Beach

333 West Ocean Boulevard, 4th Floor

Long Beach, CA 90802

Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the Long Beach City Center:

SCH 200011097

Dear Mr. Felgemaker:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final SEIR.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith

Program Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

SS:CB

Attachment

LAC000523-04

Control Number

Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for the Long Beach City Center:

SCH 200011097

1. Regarding the significance thresholds noted on page 38 of the SEIR, please note that the 1993 AQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) recommendation for the construction threshold for nitrogen oxides (NOX) is 100 pounds per day while that for volatile organic compounds (VOC) is 75 pounds per day.  These thresholds are higher than those listed in the SEIR.  The lead agency can, however, continue to use the lower thresholds if it so desires.

2. It is stated on page 38 of the SEIR that SCAQMD and the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) adopted Rules 1501, 1502, 1503 1504 and 1505 to reduce mobile source emissions.  Please note that Rules 1501 through 1505 have been replaced by Rule 2202 – On-Road Motor Vehicle Mitigation Options, since December 1995.  Rule 2202 currently applies to employees or employer sites with 250 or more employees.

3. There are discrepancies in the projected land use allocations for the proposed project between the text of the SEIR and Appendix B.  On page 10 of the SEIR it is indicated that there will be 550,000 square feet of destination retail and neighborhood retail activities.  But Appendix B shows only 477,210 square feet of retail.  Again, page 10 of the SEIR shows a total of 400 hotel rooms but Appendix B shows only 120 rooms.  Please reconcile these inconsistencies in the Final SEIR.

4. The table on page 47 of the SEIR purports to show construction emissions for the proposed project.  According to the footnote at the bottom of page 47, this table was derived using Table 9-1 in Chapter 9 of the Handbook.  The text on page 9-1 of the Handbook states that the screening tables in Chapter 9 should not be used for analyzing air quality impacts in an EIR.  Therefore, the AQMD requests that construction emissions be recalculated for the Final SEIR using the methodologies in the Appendix to Chapter 9 of the Handbook or using a land use model such as URBEMIS7G.  The specific details of the analysis should be included in the Final SEIR.  For example, the number and type of construction equipment and trucks, the number of hours of use, the number of construction workers, mileage driven, and all the other assumptions that were used to generate the table.  Please number all the tables in the SEIR for ease of reference.  

5. According to the footnotes for the table on page 49, the emission factors used in estimating the motor vehicle emissions were taken from the Handbook.  Please note that Tables A9-5-J-1 through A9-5-K-10 in the Handbook were derived from an older and obsolete version of the California Air Resources Board’s (ARB) mobile source emission inventory, EMFAC-7EP.  Further, current emission factors have been demonstrated to be generally higher than those used in EMFAC7EP.  The California Air Resources Board (ARB) has produced more recent and updated emission factors in EMFAC2000.  The AQMD recommends that the lead agency use the current emission factors to recalculate the motor vehicle emissions to reflect the most accurate data currently available.  The EMFAC2000 emission factors can be obtained from the ARB web page at www.arb.ca.gov.

6. The SEIR does not directly address operational emissions.  Please provide information on the methodology and assumptions on project operations to permit assessment of air quality impacts by reviewing agencies and members of the public.

7. Please modify mitigation measures (2) and (3) on page 53 of the SEIR to identify the specific measures that will be implemented.  For mitigation measure (2), please list the specific dust control measures in AQMD Rule 403 that will be used.  The provision of such detailed information on the proposed mitigation measures will not only facilitate review of the measures by the public but will also facilitate implementation and monitoring.

8. In addition to listing the specific mitigation measures to be implemented by the lead agency, it is recommended that control efficiencies for each mitigation measure, if available, also be identified.  Control efficiencies for the various mitigation measures can be found in Chapter 11 or the Appendix to Chapter 11 in the Handbook.  Further, the control efficiencies should then be applied to the applicable emissions source to provide resulting net emissions for the project.

