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June 29, 2000

Mr. Keith Gardner

Riverside County Planning Department

4080 Lemon Street, 9th Floor

P. O. Box 1409

Riverside, CA 92502-1409

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the French Valley Specific

Plan 312, Clearinghouse Number: 99041068

Dear Mr. Gardner:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final EIR.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith

Program Supervisor

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

SS:CB

Attachment

RVC000512-01

Control Number

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the French Valley Specific Plan:

Clearing House No. 99041068

1. Construction Emissions I:

In Table V.B-9 on page V.B-71 which shows typical construction equipment emissions, only nitrogen oxides (NOX) are shown to exceed the significance threshold.  This is inconsistent with the last statement in the last paragraph on page V.B-70, which states that, “Of the five types of air pollutants listed in the table, only nitrogen oxides and reactive organic compounds would exceed the SCAQMD-established threshold of significance.”  This inconsistency should be corrected in the final EIR.

2. Construction Emissions II:
The AQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) recommends that the lead agency determine daily “peak” construction emissions for the criteria pollutants and evaluate them against their respective significance thresholds.  The daily peak construction emissions represent the worst-case scenario where the maximum number of different types of construction equipment could be in use simultaneously for different kinds of construction activities.  Table V.B-9 on page V.B-71 identifies emissions from typical construction equipment, which consists of ten to 20 pieces of equipment.  The construction emissions in Table V.B-9 are based on construction operations using only ten pieces of heavy-duty construction equipment at a time.  To provide a worst-case analysis, the construction emissions analysis should be revised to assume 20 pieces of heavy-duty equipment would operate simultaneously.  The analysis of the worst case scenario ensures that all construction emissions sources are accounted for and the appropriate mitigation measures identified.  Please show the peak daily construction emissions in the final EIR.

3. The MAAQI Air Quality Model:

According to the footnote to Table V.B-10 on page V.B-72, the second half of the table was estimated using the SCAQMD MAAQI Air Quality Model.  Please note that although the MAAQI computer model was developed by the AQMD, the AQMD no longer supports the use of this model in estimating project emissions.  This is because the mobile source emission factors used in the model are from an old version of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) EMFAC model.  Furthermore, the trip generation rates are from an older version of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual.  For the final EIR, it is recommended that the lead agency use the CARB approved computer model URBEMIS7G in calculating operational emissions.  The model can be obtained from the ARB web page at www.arb.ca.gov.

4. Mitigation Measures:
Given the magnitude of the air pollutant emissions that will be generated from implementing the plan, it is important that the lead agency provide more detailed information about the proposed mitigation measures not only to facilitate review by the public, but also to facilitate implementation and monitoring.  Reference has been made, for example on page V.B-73 of the DEIR, to the project implementing “dust control measures during clearing, grading and construction mandated by the SCAQMD.”  The mitigation measure should identify the specific and all feasible dust control measures to be implemented.  Please note that all dust generating projects, such as construction projects, in the South Coast Air Basin are subject to best available control measures (BACMs), pursuant to AQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust.  For guidance on identifying appropriate BACMs, see Table 1 on page 2-37 of the AQMD Rule 403 Implementation Handbook.  Refer also to Chapter 11 of the Handbook for a list of fugitive dust mitigation measures.  In addition to identifying additional mitigation measures for controlling fugitive dust, it is recommended that the lead agency identify the control efficiency of each mitigation measure and quantify the emission reduction from each mitigation measure as well as the remaining emissions.

