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May 12, 2000

Ms. Irene Paul, Project Coordinator

City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning, Environmental Review Section

221 N. Figueroa St., Room 1500

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 4.5-Acre Avalon Del Rey Apartments Project – City of Los Angeles

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Steve Smith, Ph.D.





Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
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May 12, 2000

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 4.5-Acre Avalon Del Rey Apartments Project – City of Los Angeles

1. The DEIR and Appendix C, Air Quality, do not include estimated emissions from two construction activity sources: the demolition activities described on page IV.B-7 and architectural coating activities. In the Final EIR, please include those emissions estimates including the calculations, methodologies, assumptions and mitigation measures as applicable. 

2. In the fifth paragraph on page B-7, it is assumed that trucks hauling dirt will not generate fugitive dust emissions because of implementing the identified mitigation measures. The only mitigation measure that specifically applies to dirt hauling is mitigation measure #7, which requires covering the load. According to the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook, this mitigation measure only has a control efficiency ranging between 7-14 percent. The lead agency should either justify using a control efficiency of 100 percent or calculate fugitive dust from dirt hauling, apply the appropriate control efficiency from covering the dirt, and identify remaining fugitive dust emissions from dirt hauling.

3. Please revise the mitigation measures on page IV.B-12 of the DEIR to include the following as applicable:

1. Moisten soil not more than 15 minutes prior to moving soil or conduct whatever watering is necessary to prevent visible dust emissions from exceeding 100 feet in any direction or prevent remaining visible in the atmosphere beyond the property line of the emission source per SCAQMD Rule 403.

6. Sweep adjacent streets, needed, when visible soil material accumulations occur on paved public roads to remove dirt dropped by construction vehicles or mud that would otherwise be carried off by trucks departing project site. Street sweepers should be Rule 1186 – certified.

Please refer to Chapter 11 of the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook for additional mitigation measures that may apply to this project.

4. In Table IV.B-6 on page IV.B-11, the operational significance thresholds recommended by the SCAQMD are listed. A project is considered to be significant if operational emissions equal or exceed these thresholds. Based on this criteria, NOx emissions from the proposed project, i.e., 55 pounds per day, would be significant. Consequently, the lead agency should change the significance determination or identify mitigation measures to reduce operational NOx emissions.

