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Mr. Tom Kirk

Salton Sea Authority

78-401 Highway 111, Suite T

La Quinta, CA 92253

Salton Sea Restoration Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (DEIS/DEIR)

Dear Mr. Kirk:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
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Salton Sea Restoration Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement/

Environmental Impact Report (DEIS/DEIR)

1. On page 3-47 of the DEIS/DEIR) it is stated that air quality data for carbon monoxide, ozone and PM10 for the project area are provided in Appendix C.  These data are not included in the text or in the Appendix.  Please provide the data for the most current year as well as the three preceding years in the final EIS/EIR.

2. Please provide, in the final EIS/EIR, the inputs and outputs of the CALINE4 model that were used in the analysis.  This will provide greater disclosure of information to the public on the analysis of air quality impacts.

3. Alternatives 2 and 3 generate the same amount of emissions.  The emissions are shown on pages 4-79 and 4-80 to be 18.9 tons per year of reactive organic compounds, 295 tons per year of nitrogen oxides, and 145 tons per year of PM10.  However, in Appendix C Table C-41, a different set of emission estimates is given.  The two alternatives are shown to generate 2.5 tons per year of reactive organic compounds, 6.5 tons per year of nitrogen oxides, and 29.5 tons per year of PM10.  No explanation is given for this discrepancy.  Please verify the correct emissions for these two alternatives for the final EIS/EIR.

4. There are also some discrepancies in the Alternative 4 emissions estimates given in the text on page 4-82 and Table C-43 in Appendix C.  Please explain or correct this discrepancy in the final EIS/EIR.

5. Given the magnitude of the emissions that will be generated from implementing any of the five proposed alternatives, it is important that the lead agency provide more detailed information about the proposed mitigation measures not only to facilitate review by the public, but also to facilitate implementation and monitoring.  Reference has been made to the development and implementation of a dust control plan for construction haul roads and construction equipment staging areas for all the alternatives.  It is not enough to simply state that a dust control plan will be developed.  It is inappropriate to defer to the future an important component of the proposed project, such as a dust control plan, that substantially affects project emissions.  Please note that all dust generating projects, such as construction projects, in the South Coast Air Basin are subject to best available control measures (BACMs), pursuant to AQMD Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust.  For guidance on identifying appropriate BACMs, see Table 1 on page 2-37 of the AQMD Rule 403 Implementation Handbook.

6. Even after implementing sufficient BACMs to comply with AQMD Rule 403, it is likely that PM10 emissions from the proposed project will still exceed the significance threshold recommended by the AQMD, i.e., 150 pounds of PM10 per day.  As a result, it is recommended that the lead agency identify additional measures beyond those BACMs required by AQMD Rule 403 to mitigate fugitive dust from the proposed project.  Refer to Chapter 11 of the AQMD 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook for a list of fugitive dust mitigation measures.  In addition to identifying additional mitigation measures for controlling fugitive dust, it is recommended that the lead agency identify the control efficiency of each mitigation measure and quantify the emission reductions from each mitigation measure as well as the remaining emissions.

7. The mitigation measures discussed in the DEIS/DEIR all identify a list of actions that “might” be included.  Some of the probable measures listed in the DEIS/DEIR include “frequent sprinkling or application of other dust suppressants on construction haul roads and equipment staging areas, and controlling vehicle speeds on construction haul roads.”  Given the magnitude of the projected emissions, the AQMD recommends that the word “might” in the text be removed and replaced by “shall” to ensure that all the identified mitigation measures are implemented.  It is further recommended that the lead agency specify the frequency with which the relevant mitigation measures should be implemented, e.g., water active disturbed areas two or three times per day, etc.

8. Windblown dust from exposed shoreline resulting from declining water levels remains a source of potential air quality impacts from all the five proposed alternatives.  The exposed shoreline is estimated at approximately 36,000 acres by 2030 for some scenarios and approximately 65,000 acres by 2060 for others.  See Table 4.4-1 on page 4-72 of the DEIS/EIR.  The DEIS/EIR does not adequately examine the fugitive dust emissions and the resulting health risks from the exposure to the PM10.  It is recommended that the lead agency perform a quantitative analysis of the dust impacts of the exposed shoreline, the reductions in dust emissions resulting from the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures and the associated health risks.

