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September 11, 2000

Mr. David A. Doomey

Capistrano Unified School District

32972 Calle Perfecto

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration for the Proposed 18-Acre Public School Site #2 in Planning Area 3 of the Ladera Planned Community – Capistrano Unified School District

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Negative Declaration.

Please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Negative Declaration. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Alene Taber, AICP





Senior Manager
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September 11, 2000

Notice of Intent to Adopt a Negative Declaration for the Proposed 18-Acre Public School Site #2 in Planning Area 3 of the Ladera Planned Community – Capistrano Unified School District 
· On page 10, Section VIII. Air Quality, the Draft Negative Declaration (Draft ND) states, in part “Construction emissions associated with the development of Planning Area 3 would be similar to the peak construction emissions for the land development area that was evaluated in Final EIR No. 555. Peak construction emissions associated with the development of School Site 2 would result in a similar exceedance of South Coast Air Quality thresholds for carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxide (Nox) particulate matter (PM10), and reactive organic compounds (ROC) compared to the peak emissions evaluated in Final EIR 555. Operational impacts resulting from vehicular and utility emissions would also exceed SCAQMD thresholds for CO, Nox, ROC, and PM10. These exceedances would result in significant unavoidable air quality impacts.” 

Although the lead agency is relying on this prior analysis, summary information including the actual emission estimates for construction and operational emissions, the specific mitigation measures applied, and the net emissions after mitigation were not included in the Draft ND document and should be included for public review in the Final Negative Declaration.

