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September 1, 2000

Mr. R. Michael Robinson

Planning and Redevelopment Manager

City of Costa Mesa Planning Division

P.O. Box 1200

Costa Mesa, CA 92628-1200

Draft Program Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 8.2 - Acre South Coast Plaza Town Center – City of Costa Mesa

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Environmental Impact Report. The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Alene Taber, AICP





Senior Manager
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September 1, 2000

Draft Program Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed 8.2 - Acre South Coast Plaza Town Center – City of Costa Mesa

1. Page 5.3-13 under Inclusion of AQMP Measures states, in part “The Project will need to include mitigation measures to reduce air quality emissions to be consistent with the AQMP. The control measures are taken from the 1997 AQMP Table 4-1, Table 4-2 and Table 4-9 and are described in Section 3.” Although this statement indicates the control measures are listed in Section 3 of the Draft PEIR, the control measures are not listed in Section 3 or in other portions of the Draft PEIR. The beforementioned control measures should be included in the Final PEIR as referenced in the draft document.

2. Pages 5.3-14, 15 (and on page 2-12) list as a Mitigation Measure for Long-Term Operational-Related Emissions adherence to “South Coast Air Quality Management District Regulation XV” to reduce vehicle trips. The SCAQMD’s Governing Board both rescinded Regulation XV and adopted Rule 2202 – On-Road Motor Vehicle on December 8, 1995. Rule 2202 still includes a trip reduction component, Employee Commute Reduction Program, which includes the strategies listed in the Mitigation Measure described in the Draft Program EIR (Draft PEIR). The Guidelines to the Employee Commute Reduction Program were also last amended by the SCAQMD on December 8, 1995. Both Rule 2202 and The Employee Commute Reduction Program Guidelines are available from the SCAQMD by calling 909-396-2001 or from our website at www.aqmd.gov using the Transportation Programs icon. The Final PEIR should reflect the changes of dropping the rescinded Regulation XV designation and the adoption of Rule 2202. 

3. Page 5.3-7 of the Air Quality Section and page 3-5of the Project Description refer to actions that could involve the potential removal of asbestos during demolition activities. Rule 1403 – Asbestos Emissions from Demolition/Renovation Activities is the applicable SCAQMD rule that should be referenced in the Final PEIR for this construction-related activity.

