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February 9, 2001

Mr. R. Michael Robinson

City of Costa Mesa

Planning Division

P. O. Box 1200

Costa Mesa, CA 92628-1200

Home Ranch Draft Program Environmental Impact Report

SCH No. 2000071050

Dear Mr. Robinson:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Program Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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Home Ranch Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (DPEIR) 

SCH No. 2000071050

1. Data Source:  On page 3.8-8 of the DPEIR, it is stated that Table A9-5-B of the SCAQMD 1993 CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook) is the source of the 11.2 miles regional trip length used in estimating worker trip emissions.  This is incorrect.  Please note that the correct table is A9-5-D.

2. Emission Factors:  The DPEIR does not identify the emission factors used to estimate emissions from trucks and employee vehicles presented in Tables 3.8-3 and 3.8-5.  In calculating these mobile source emissions, AQMD staff would recommend the use of EMFAC7G emission factors from the California Air Resources Board (CARB).  Please provide this information in Appendix E in the Final PEIR.

3. URBEMIS:  On pages 3.8-10 and 3.8-13 of the DPEIR, it is stated that “Vehicle emissions were calculated using the California Air Resources Board air emissions model, URBEMIS.”  Please note that the URBEMIS model was developed by CARB in the early 1980s and has since then undergone several revisions.  AQMD staff recommends the use of the most current version in calculating project emissions.  Therefore, if URBEMIS7G was not used to generate Tables 3.8-7 and 3.8-10, it is recommended that these tables be revised using output from URBEMIS7G for the Final PEIR.   

4. Mitigation:  Given that both construction and operational emissions will be significant even after the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures listed on page 3.8-16 of the DPEIR, AQMD staff recommends that the lead agency consider the following additional mitigation measures.

Construction Emissions

· Provide temporary traffic controls during all phases of construction activities to maintain traffic flow (e.g., flag person).

· Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow on the arterial system to off-peak hours to the degree practicable.

· Re-route construction trucks away from congested streets.

· Provide dedicated turn lanes for movement of construction trucks and equipment on- and off-site.

· Use electricity from power poles rather than temporary diesel- or gasoline-powered generators.

Since a large amount of construction emissions are generated by diesel-fueled mobile equipment, the lead agency should consider replacing all such equipment with equipment powered by alternative energy sources such as compressed natural gas (CNG) or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).

The lead agency should also consider the possibility of requiring particulate filters on construction equipment.  Information on this can be obtained from the CARB web page:  arbis.arb.ca.gov/toxic/diesel/ss.

Operational Emissions

· Utilize built-in energy-efficient appliances to reduce energy consumption and emissions.

· Utilize energy-efficient and automated controls for air conditioners and lighting to reduce electricity consumption and associated emissions.

· Install special sunlight-filtering window coatings or double-paned windows to reduce thermal loss.

· Utilize light-colored roofing materials as opposed to dark roofing materials to conserve electrical energy for air-conditioning.

· Provide shade trees in residential subdivisions as well as public areas including parks to reduce building heating and cooling needs.

