Ms. Alicia Ley
-1-
January 26, 2001


FAXED: JANUARY 26, 2001

January 26, 2001

Ms. Alicia Ley

City of Artesia

Planning Department

18747 Clarksdale Avenue

Artesia, CA 90701

Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Artesia 

Redevelopment Project Area

Dear Ms. Ley:

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated in the Final Environmental Impact Report.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, please provide the AQMD with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report.  The AQMD would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise.  Please contact Dr. Charles Blankson, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely

Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section

Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources

Attachment
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Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the

Artesia Redevelopment Project Area

1. Air Quality Data:  Table 11 on page 36 of the DEIR shows air quality data for the Long Beach air monitoring station through 1998.  Please note that the 1999 air quality data for the station is available.  In the Final EIR, please include the 1999 data to better reflect more recent air quality trends for the project area.  See attached.

2. Construction Emissions:  The footnote to Table 14 on page 39 of the DEIR shows that the table was generated from URBEMIS7G model runs.  For the benefit of the reviewing public and the administrative record, it is recommended that a copy of the model output as well as the assumptions used for estimating the project construction emissions are included in the appendix in the Final EIR.

3. Operational Emissions:  It is stated on page 40 of the DEIR that “net increases in operational-generated emissions are less than significant.”  Without quantification of  the operational emissions in the DEIR, the AQMD cannot concur with the lead agency’s conclusion that operational emissions are less than significant.  Moreover, please note that CEQA requires that the lead agency estimate operational emissions at buildout.  The emissions at buildout will be “total” emissions rather than “net” emissions and would include emissions from employees’ and visitors’ vehicles as well as emissions from boilers that provide on-site water and space heating and cooling. 

