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July 5, 2001

Mr. Matthew A. Poeske

Inland Empire Utilities Agency

9400 Cherry Avenue, Bldg. A

Fontana, CA 92335

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed 15-Acre On-Site Dairy Digester/Chino 1 Desalter Power Generation Pilot Scale Project – Inland Empire Utilities Agency

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) staff appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-mentioned document.  The following comments are meant as guidance for the Lead Agency and should be incorporated into the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

Please provide the SCAQMD staff with written responses to all comments contained herein prior to the adoption of the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration. The SCAQMD staff would be happy to work with the Lead Agency to address these issues and any other questions that may arise. Please contact Mr. Gordon Mize, Transportation Specialist – CEQA Section, at (909) 396-3302, if you have any questions regarding these comments.





Sincerely,

Henry Hogo





Assistant Deputy Executive Officer
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July 5, 2001

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed 15-Acre On-Site Dairy Digester/Chino 1 Desalter Power Generation Pilot Scale Project – Inland Empire Utilities Agency
1. On page 13 of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), the lead agency estimates PM10 emissions from grading activities based on an emissions factor of 26.2 pounds per acre.  The lead agency further concludes that the resulting PM10 impact from the grading of 2.5 acres per day activity would be 52.4 pounds per day. Pursuant to the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook (Handbook), the emission factor is 26.4 pounds of PM10 per day per acre for grading (Chapter 9, page 9-3), compared to the value used in the Draft MND. Taking into account the higher emission factor, to grade 2.5 acres per day, the estimated PM10 emissions would be would be 65.5 pounds per day, not the 52.4 pounds per day listed in III.b on page 13. Because of the discrepancy between the two emission factors and resulting emissions, the lead agency should clarify in the Final MND the assumptions and calculations for estimating PM10 emissions for grading. 

2. According to page 3 of the Initial Study, the lead agency provides an equipment estimate for the construction operations but does not provide an estimate for the total on-road and off-road emissions (e.g., ROC, NOX, CO, PM10 and SOX) for the short-term construction activities. These tail pipe emission sources should be included in the Final MND. Mitigation measures for minimizing fugitive dust emissions are also listed, but the control efficiencies are not quantified. Thus, the SCAQMD does not have enough information to evaluate the project impacts (“worst-case” daily peak or quarterly emissions) or the effectiveness of the mitigation measures. The SCAQMD is therefore unable to verify the Lead Agency’s finding of Less Than Significant Impact.

In the Final MND, please provide summary information in a table format, for example, showing the projected construction and operational emissions per pollutant by source category, the control efficiencies of the proposed mitigation measures, and remaining emissions. Please refer to the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook, Chapter 9, and the associated appendix, when calculating construction and operational emissions. The unmitigated and mitigated peak daily and quarterly emissions totals could then be compared with the thresholds described in the Handbook, Chapter 6.

Mr. Matthew A. Poeske 
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July 5, 2001

Notice of Intent to Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed 15-Acre On-Site Dairy Digester/Chino 1 Desalter Power Generation Pilot Scale Project – Inland Empire Utilities Agency
3. Although the construction emission impacts for PM10 for the proposed project were estimated to be insignificant, the lead agency should consider including the following mitigation measure to Section III.b to further reduce fugitive dust (PM10) impacts from the project, if feasible:

Recommended Addition:

III.b.12
Appoint a construction relations officer to act as a community liaison concerning on-site construction activities including a resolution of issues related to PM10 generation. 

